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The early yearsg 19 18tly began showing signs of something that would later rock the Gay
Community in Tuc e United States almost to its very foundations with the beginnings
VS

of an epidemic of a d& illness quickly spreading among Gay Men killing them from a
breakdown in the immu@stem

[ ]

AIDS first began appearing s@? Qg nuwmbers of Gay Men were coming down with a new
unknown mysterious disease. H thi round the beginning of 1980 in Tucson there were a
total of 330,587 residents within i& squ ile city limits, and by the end of the decade the
population topped out at 402,147 re er> d'wlthm the 156 square mile city on the day before

New Year's. e @O
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1984 PWA (Person With AIDS) ‘f‘

As information slowly came in, was collected, and processed by the medical hat
first named GRIDS (Gay Related Immune Deficiency), but was soon renamed Acqﬁq
Immune Deﬁc1ency Syndrome). The disease spread very rapidly spreading thro

gay communities in a time when the use of condoms was not a mainstream practlce the t ‘&}
Cancer’ or ‘Gay Plague’ could often be heard in the early days of the disease.

Sadly, the first person to be diagnosed and succumb to AIDS in Tucson was 29 year old local man Jon &
Nite a 1971 Catalina High School graduate who died at Tucson Medical Center on Friday March 4,
1983.

Soon the disease was no longer being transmitted and or carried only by those of the Gay Community,
and both Gays and Lesbians very quickly began to combat the spread of the disease with education
and activism by founding local support groups, and on the national level with the founding of the Gay
Men's Health Crisis (G.M.H.C.) organization.



The devastation of AIDS increased solidarity between many of the community members in Tucson and
brought the plight of all Gay Americans right up to the forefront of the national consciousness of the
United States. At first the term used by many gays and others for those who had the disease was PWA's

?)}ple [persons] With Aids).
aa; outside the Gay World blamed all Gays for AIDS and sometimes the discrimination could be

ve t and even very physically violent attacks and murders. Amidst this atmosphere in Tucson
the P Men's Club-Gay Bath House near the Davis Monthan Airforce Base at 3820 E. 40th Street
doing btsiress as the The Stables operated 24 hours a day and soon began posting-mandating safe sex

practices the ownership of Rene Guimond who was originally from Maine and weathered
regular una u&)d Pima County Health Department inspections always with flying colors.

1981 De st AIDS Day First Started

Medical Center 2nd floor Dining Room C wit oup &f jist over 30 people in attendance, Bob Henry
and Michael Heimbuch founded the Tucson ABS je .A.P.) as the first Gay Tucson AIDS core
group whose purpose was to solely provide infor , Su , assistance, and more to the many in
Tucson who were then suffering from AIDS, knew ook care{offsomeone who was, and or needed
the most current reliable information on the disease. Rk%\gso Project however did not

incorporate in the State of Arizona as an entity until later 6n Tues Aygust 26, 1986.

After numerous announcements, on Thur& gay 1 5 at 7:30pm at the University of Arizona

The Tucson AIDS Project (T.A.P.) group, with one of its fourdf ighly visible Craig
Bradford Snow soon taking a leadership role, began operations ag way Boulevard, and
put out the call for volunteers. The week of February 5, 1986, the n gr anti Project had a

Tucson chapter that formed, was given a city license, began its organ fou by Mike Griffin,
and was soon very active locally in concert with the other agencies lateﬂ? @N. 4th Avenue.
Another very active organization in the later 1980's providing education andgtUppart m‘t;yflght
against AIDS was Arizona/Sonora Proyecto S.I.D.A. located in the Tucson Al S office
and spearheaded by the ever friendly Frank (Ernie) Perez which focused its effor rn
Arizona and Sonora, Mexico. The People with AIDS Coalition of Tucson... (a.k.a. P

began its formation on Saturday October 24, 1987 and was later incorporated as the y Steph
Foundation on August 26, 1988.
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1981 Around Gay Tucson®

The first A ngg? Tucson came together as one event of the Ethnic Minority Aids Awareness
Week's e n l.“cPday October 12 1988 at 5:30PM as a "Walk For Life' Candlelight Procession
going up A in-that yas put together by all of Tucson's AIDS agencies. The following year, on
Saturday Octobef 28, 198%8 :00AM the Tucson AIDS Project sponsored a pledged 10K "Walk Of
Life' at Reid Park a$ ration fee for walkers that included lunch. The event brought in
$2,986.27 and saw I'/4 vexy e alkers of all ages that day.

Toward the latter part OIQ dgca t@ucson Aids Project had moved into 151 S. Tucson Boulevard
‘lﬁé u
tte

Suite # 252. Tucson's many e Female Impersonators along with others of that time
period, their fundraiser sho d them, and the many who donated food, usable or
sellable items, cash, and their t1 volu along with funding and support by the Arizona Aids
u
d

Trust located in Phoenix, Arizona \?Zed t@thousands of dollars to help get the program up and

keep it running. Toward the end of the d e ber of groups were directly assisting those with

AIDS in some way. Around town on Ma Iﬁ§§80 fice a private men's club offering those in the
e

downtown area a private place to relax o dg§34 Ele Avenue downtown.
[ ]
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1980 Rubik’s Cube OD(P }‘{}‘

Just a few of the performers in Tucson during the decade of 1980's were: Cand i uﬂ \i4
Miss Brenda Starr, Lady Casondra a.k.a. Dan Dold, Aviva Diamond a.k.a. 6' 5" tall &d etstei
Mona Littlemore, Sage, Stephanie Price, Penelope, Tamara, Miss Piggy Kermit, Cindy*Dimon é'd
Tharpe), Monte-Jon Gilmer, Kitty Litter (Bill Marlowe), Misty MacCrae, Miss Vanna, Cote Chanel, ﬁ
Darkfire, Alotta Whoremones, Goldie Showers, Lady D, Roxie Harris, Bobby Jo, Laszlo Laton, Eileen

Over. @(P

ells,

In 1980 the Graduate Bar publically offered its 1st Mortgage for sale to the public and began its
Inflation Fighters Meals as the inflation rate in the United States hit 21.5% in 1982, a Mexican Dress
Designer was detained and charged at the San Francisco Airport for being a suspected Homosexual,
Anita Bryant's Anti-Gay Crusade had fizzled out, Homosexuals were being executed in Iran, and on
January 23, 1980 Stepps Disco Dinner House under ownership of Bob Landry and featuring the latest
in New Wave Music opened at 5861 N. Oracle Road and accepted reservations.



1980, in Tucson also saw the 4th Annual Gay Lesbian Pride celebration for the First Time as an
entire Week Of Activities along with its picnic in Himmel Park at the end of the week on Sunday
June 29. The events were all planned by the Gay Pride Week Planning Committee (a.k.a. Tucson
Gay Pride Committee) which met at 739 E. 5th Street consisting of Bill North, Abe Marques, Bruce
lﬁkr, Bob Ellis, Sean Wilson, Gary Clark, Esteban C, Gregory, Marcy Davis, and others.

On ﬁght of Tuesday November 27, 1980 the TV show Busom Buddies premiered across the nation
h

with e of two (2) straight men dressing in drag in order to live and pay very affordable rent in
an all—fé% hotel.

Through the ear@gf the 1980's, despite its long running battle with the Internal Revenue Service
assisti

for Tax Exeffipt S hich was constantly being denied, the Tucson Gay Community Services
Center Stj erﬁ;{ucson’s Gay & Lesbian Community, holding its regular monthly meetings
just off Cam

vertue ag2919 E. Eastland Avenue, and was the main community resource group for
Tucson's Gay's Ig€sbian's oferating Tucson's First Gay Hotline (phone line).
[
Around Tucson in & H% ar with owners Polly Stadelman and Dave Peppin at 343 E. Toole
Ave offered one of its Si re real mean bowl of tasty ‘Cowpoke Beans’ that made you
come back for more, alo ith regulaf Tive performances of male dancers and drag shows. Naughty
Nell's Soup Kitchen ownedﬁb@nes Jim) Tate located at 1927 E. Speedway Boulevard during the
of é e

time was serving up some sgups other meals to be found on the planet.
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1980 Hair Tiz Bar Part-owner Polly Steadman (@‘ \P

At the University of Arizona the Gay Students Organization (G.S.0.) hosted 1on§ ‘@ay Fest
80’ on campus in February 1980 featuring a concert, talent show, art show and sa ke s@
Lesbian themed movies, and other activities to support their programs. o 2 &

[ ]
Downtown, the Fun TYM Hotel (a.k.a. Mac Arthur Hotel) at 345 E. Toole Avenue was running a {D
special of a hotel room for 3 hours at only $6.00, and called it their Rest Stop Special, while the Fun @
TYM Book Store Adult Theater at 349 E. Toole Avenue was advertising its Gay Straight Theatres (P
movie showings.
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5%iendezvous Bar at 3455 E. Grant Road they brought crowds of customers in
y'{ou Can Drink - Weekend Beer Busts hosted by owners Thom Swanson

Elsewhe
with their s
Mac McGowen d Vinn elli on December 3, 1984 who had bought the bar from Rita, then they
later sold out therr ests to Jim Lefkowitz on December 2, 1988 who later in 1989 with

some remodeling r 351 }Tpm Rainbow Room.
9@ 2,
J (/&

@%)
z@ ?Z@"

Around Tucson in 1980 the very controversial movie Cru arri g acino opened at the El Con
and Oracle View theatres on February 15, 1980 to packed a fl e World Adult Book

Stores had four (4) locations around Tucson, with their Arcad n 1980 Tucson had two
MCC Churches, one for English Speakers Truth Chapel MCC w ious locations with
Reverend Buff Fisher, who was later replaced by Reverend Randy recej its charter as a

full church on Sunday July 26, 1981, and another one for Espafiol Spea MCC later re-
named Familia de la Santa Cruz I.C.M. which met at 349 W. 35th Stree ever Bernardo
(Bern) David who would later in the decade be privately fighting a courag ttle ancer and
passing away on Tuesday August 30, 1988 at 12:40am at the University Medi ter&

Jointly a memorial service for Reverend David was held at MCC/Tucson along rne ﬁ
Fellowship and Integrity on Sunday September 15, 1988. Around town the Stockad r (a.k

Europa section inside which did the Drag and other Shows) a leather-western bar located at 2308
Stone Avenue brought in the crowds with .35 cent a glass draft beer shows also in the Europa Club @
section.

Jekyll's - Last Culture Bar at 1455 N. Miracle Mile Boulevard featured a massive disco dancing floor
with a capacity of 500 people, also featuring live cabaret shows nightly, along with its share of hustlers.
By the end of July of 1981 Jekyll's had been sold and operated as a straight country western bar.



September 12, 1981 saw the first non-alcohol non-political non-religious Gay Lesbian group Great

Outdoors founded by Phil Black David Johnson which offered fun outdoor activities, March 27, 1982

welcomed the first local attempt to target the needs of Gay Youths under the age of 22 with the

founding of the first youth group named the ‘Gay Youth Group’ by Richard Bloom which first met in

various places and later at the Stone Avenue Temple a.k.a. Temple Emanu-El built in 1910 at a total

g?pf $4,712.54) located at 560 S. Stone Avenue which later lead to other youth groups and numerous
r&:hanges as well as changes of its moderators.

IR
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Amidst an unemployment rate locally of in the year, the Tucson Gay Pride Festival in
1982 normally held in June at Himmel ParK;wagyot at year and instead in response to the
nationwide call to Fight the Oppression of eople, Pride Weeks Main Event was a one
hundred thirty (130) mile Civil Rights March fm@cson to enix which kicked off with a rally
first at the Pima County Courthouse and anotherTat ElPpesidio Park at 7:00PM on Saturday
June 19, 1982 with the march involving camping overnigh#s alm@\

even (7) day route.
The Civil Rights March ended in a two (2) mile walk do hognix éa' treets to the Arizona State
Capital Building in Phoenix on Saturday June 26, 1982 for aoint prot fk? ys and their allies from
Phoenix, two (2) chartered bus loads of the Tucson Gay Communi ona communities, along
with those Gays from other states. Gay Christian Outreach Ser

, athe
Cé Tu Q&provided support and
security along the route. } (9

As part of the Tucson 1982 Pride Week activities a ‘Pride Fair’ was hel&)?ﬁ} d?’ﬁf for
sponsoring the local marchers was held at Michaels bar located at 140 S. Kolb on Sungay June
20, 1982. P >

. C
Saturday June 9, 1984 brought the founding of the Old Pueblo Business And Professi%al 6{'
Association (O.P.B.A.P.A.) as Tucson’s first non-political organization of Tucson's Gay Lesbian D
business professionals by Bruce Hyland who also served as its first president and Merle Yost who also@
served as the group’s first secretary. Tucson Square Dance Club formed at Tramps bar located at 616
N. 4th Avenue on August 11, 1984. Across town at the old venue of the long closed Stonewall Tavern
Inn, the cozy Back Pocket the Joshua Tree Disco's bars were operating side by side at 2921 N. 1st
Avenue opening daily at 11:30AM under the ownership of Bob Bishop Sr. Just off of Stone Avenue.

Dales Graduate Bar owned by Dale Yount, who was the first known Gay Heart Transplant Recipient
in the United States, at 23 University Boulevard opened at noon every day serving up food, drinks and
fun with a mixed drink served for .90 cents.



Owner Dale Yount suddenly died of heart failure later in 1981 and upon the reading of Mr. Yount’s will
revealed that Ronald D. Templeton had inherited the Graduate bar which he then went on to run until
1991. At 2505 N. Stone Avenue, the Book Cellar Adult Movie Arcade welcomed patrons from 8:00AM
to 3:00AM daily with their motto, ‘See Why We Are Different.’ The New Age Gentlemen's Club met
regularly with weekly activities and a potluck dinner along with a presentation every Friday night.
Il\éﬁtime, around the nation it was on August 1, 1981 that MTV presented its first television

0

&:ast.
)

' @oumd Tucson®

On the eastside of town, Michael's, a Dl;?) owner Michael Yeomans opened Friday July 10,
1981 at 140 S. Kolb Road. Keeping the T &Pho and Arizona Gay Lesbian Community
informed, the weekly Arizona Gay News featuped L rizona, and National Gay related news
articles by its Publisher George E. Rederus, lﬁ‘ﬁ}mesz@wr Editor Robert “Bob” Bailie Ellis, along
with Gary Neil Clark as Art Director and Jim blications Phoenix Sales Representative
operating as B.G. Publications located in Tucson (i

The publication ceased operation on March 4, 1983 du come to support its printing
and operation costs. Phoenix investors stepped forward seyen later on March 11, 1983
they produced The New Paper aka New Paper which cameg%uce on Tuesdays with a
Phoenix orientation owned and published by Terry Harrison a#d doing business as TNT
Publishing featuring Robert ‘Bob’ Bailie Ellis as editor, Gary Ne1 tertalnment and
Tony Valdez as the Phoenix Representative.

In ongoing business negotiations a group of Phoenix investors doing busmessé‘ ng fy
Publications/Winged Graphics soon bought out the assets of The New Paper f\

That business group on July 8, 1983 began publishing as the Attitude which came 011 a wee
publication with its initial front page having a photo of a young sexy Marlon Brando a dst the
competltlve competition from the Western Express a bi-weekly Gay publication based in Phoenix a
covering the Southwest including Tucson which started in 1981 and ended with its July 5, 1996 1ssue
#380 under the ownership of D R Publications Incorporated (Don Pintacura Rob Speir) with William
E. 'Bill' ' Ma' Finley as its Tucson Sales Representative.

§



The Attitude pwcationé for almost a year without being profitable and ceased publication after

35 issues with itsd ditio e 13-26, 1984. Shortly after, The Observer (a.k.a. Observer)
started up under t ﬁrs orship of Bob Ellis, with Gary Neil Clark in Production Graphics

G

\P 1980 The Blues Brothers Movie

with its first issue on ] 19 'onally, after losing a court case in May of 1984 Disneyland in
Anaheim California beg lowi Sex Dancing at its theme park.

In the early part of the 1980 i-Gay Crusader Anita Bryant of Anita Bryant
Ministries often called the da1 10 Show" was finally runmng out of steam and
contributions from the public as erl unced "My enemies continue to persecute me, the
radio stations won't even let me s ; l songs anymore ... Everyone lets Jane Fonda do
shows for free, but they charge me p} abit, a Private Gay Men’s Club with an
annual membership fee of $10.00, opened E. Fort Lowell Avenue, also operating with
fun packed shows was the Club Europea looat Stone Avenue.

As the 1980's hit its mid-point in 1985, the U.S. Gb en lly announced there were seven
thousand (7,000) cases of AIDS in the United States, f them were men. On January 18,
1985 the Hotel Congress Tap Room Bar 0ff1c1a11y ca elcoming Gay Customers,
although it had already been a mixed bar at times for m ears. prisingly, by May 1, 1985
the Hotel Tap Room Bar's owner Isidro Chavez had complete reversghlmself and openly no
longer sought and discouraged Gay Customers.

{

The Arizona Gay Bar Owners Association was formed in the 1
against police, government, and private citizen’s harassment against
with keeping up on laws effecting their businesses. Collettes West bar at Stone
Avenue under ownership of Collette Barajas advertised itself as ‘A Woma Everyone Is
Welcomed.’ Later in October of 1985 Collette's bar morphed into Simone's apy same
time Ruby's bar located at 2512 E. Grant Road, a Womyn's Feminist bar, had wing on

Tucson's expanding East Side.
L.

ett rﬁh e a united front
rs a feir patrons along
4

Qp

1984 Video Arcade Tucson



Downtown at Tramps bar which opened on Friday May 11, 1984 with its Russian River California
owners David Rainey-Jason Malonee-Jim Morrison in what had previously been the Balcony Saloon,
and prior the Mrs. O' Leary's Cow bar was located downtown at 616 N. 4th Avenue letting everyone
li%r it was ‘Not Only A Bar, But A Way Of Life’ along with its welcoming wood log cabin style
Mtepior and infamous saddle that hung over the dance floor.

October 85 the United States Federal Bankruptcy Court, Arizona District officially declared
Tramp's b Qaﬂy dead and sold the remaining assets off to investors Dan Elenz, Mark Elenz, Sandy
Elenz, Ed Thib€ault,.and Phil Turlan who quickly re-opened the bar as It's 'Bout Time which soon
became known s@y as IBT's featuring a sunken bar and very popular events-shows.

Althm@%gbar had had a good popular run, due to unpaid vendors and creditors at 9:07AM on

Starting iﬁ theﬁféﬂn Women's Commission put out a directory listing four hundred sixteen
(416) Woma d ?xated businesses in Tucson.

The Fineline Distobér own@ hil Hahn who later sold his interest to Dick Plowman, at 101 W.
c é

Drachman. The Finelin¢Dis ally opened on Wednesday July 8, 1981, with their motto of
‘A Place For Every Bodyntert cals with its Disco and regular booking of many great local

and out of town shows o ?the t?yle stage.
[ ]
By mid-1981 the FineLine als % TWerline bar downstairs within the complex that was
ce

once a hotel, and later re-opene a &ce again as Outrageous, a dance and show bar.

A state government sting operation by the Arizona Liquor Board uy%?ldexﬁ?{.znj and hearsay
n

1983 Michael Jackson Thrﬂ}J

evidence was conducted in early 1984 at the Fineline bar resulting in t ourd24) charges against
the bar which almost bankrupted the club, resulted in layoffs of Gay em ﬁ, started a legal

battle later settled in court when Judge J. Richard Hannah threw the case o urt yvy that the
charges were both unsupported and erroneous. })
In July 1985 it was announced that Arizona Gay the first Gay weekly hour long telw@n sh the
United States that was produced and aired locally in Tucson by Gary Neil Clark and Stan Phalp Z"
ending after just over nine months due to financial problems. @
December of 1985 saw the Tucson MCC Church's Reverend David A. Gunton its board of directors (.p
threaten to suspend all their free advertising and any contributions to the Observer publication

because of it publishing of a gallery's artwork of male frontal nudes in three (3) of its issues.

Quickly many members of the Tucson Gay Community began flooding the Observer publication with
letters in support of publishing the gallery's artwork.



Ironically, it was the original MCC Church itself in its early days in Los Angeles that had regularly
advertised heavily in The Advocate Magazine to reach out to Gays in 1968 which often featured
photos of nude men.

co was controversially won by Stephanie Price (Steven Salgado) of Phoenix who had previously

l}g% the winner of the 1986-87 Miss Gay Tucson Pageant held at the FineLine Disco aka Fineline
egior twenty (25) years in Tucson and was a resident of Tucson at the time of his contest application

ma the events franchisee James B. Curl Jr. d.b.a. JBC Productions of Phoenix. But, Price/Salgado
& had then moved to Phoenix shortly afterward.

<, P
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The Tucson Lesbian and Gay Pride Com ee (T:
Lesbian/Gay Alliance (T.L.G.A.) and changed_jts by
activities but to also act as a political activist comm
Stockslager as chairman and members including@

and others. ]

The Tucson Desert Leathermen Club (see Desert Leathe ? Trowbridge Collection
Exhibit) (see Bill Finley Collection exhibit) was founde Z g er of 1986 and very actively
itio

.C.) changed its name to Tucson

0 encompass not only the Pride Week

information committee with Jack
ob Ellis, Gary Clark, Kevin Masters,

sponsored numerous fundraisers, presented variety and oth apiops bars, along with its
many 'Road Trips' around Arizona and to other states, in add er varied and
memorable fun club events for its members.

RumorHazzit (a.k.a. Rumors 2222) bar under the ownership of Bruce Stone Avenue
also featured many live wild and fun shows for the LGBT Community inc e 1986 Tucson
Knight Owls (T.K.O.) sponsored Annual Closet Ball won by Linda Fizdale: (’zg‘

Nationally, the Anti-Gay Crusader Anita Bryant was gone from the national p Izew
Evangelist Jerry Lamon Fallwell the son of a former Tennessee Moonshine Bo e ra 6
grandson of an Atheist had taken Anita Bryant’s place calling for the end of “Any d All
Homosexual Rights” and asking for large cash donations through his Moral Majority Campalgn
against Gays and Lesbians that met a demonstration when visiting Tucson on March 21, 1985.

By 1988 Fallwell's ideas were falling out of favor with millions of U.S. citizens and the contributions
coming in slowed down to a trickle with his ‘Moral Majority’ effort officially folding up during his
1989 speech in that ‘Most Religious Of All American Cities’ that Fallwell was then visiting.....

Las Vegas.



g%ev@yry Falwell ‘Moral Majority’ Founder

Around Tucson the non-pre oup Unlimited provided an information and referral
service phone line for the able TV started to become very popular in homes across
the city, news of the death of th Campy Over The Top 300 pound Transvestite actor
Divine (a.k.a. Harris Glenn Milste smeyland in Anaheim, California being sued yet a
second time for denying Gays the ther at their theme park reached Tucson.

The Cornerstone Fellowship Church me u rly 33 E. Grant Road, the 3rd Annual Fiesta de

Mayo was held at the Joshua Tree/Back Pock: ear dirt parking volleyball area as the
annual fundraiser to help defray the costs of y Pride Picnic and other Gay Pride
events, the Governor of Arizona, a Mormon au’t echam who kept very Anti-Gay
and Other Minorities ‘personal views,” was remo 1ce by the Arizona State
Legislature in Phoenix, the first college Lesbian Soro tates was founded at UCLA,
the 3rd Annual Observer/Community Fundraiser to c 1ts cos w1th the TOGA and C.A.T.

Awards was held at the ballroom of the Americana Hote de son tegl at 1601 N. Oracle Road.

cP
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Tucson Lesbian Co-Op met each 2nd Sunday of the month for potlucks at various locations, a newly
diagnosed AIDS patient shared his feelings in local publications, with the motto Being Gay Isn't Easy
Gay counseling and other services were being offered by Jewish Family Service to all regardless of
their religious beliefs, the Tucson Tanners Nudist Group were seeking new members, the
Transsexual and Lesbian Support Group met regularly for potluck meals, support, games, ping pong,
and social interaction.



With pressure building from the Gateway Merchants Association due to continued prostitution and
other problems in the area during and before in 1986, by February of 1987 the business group had
successfully persuaded the Tucson City Council to rename the North / South section of Miracle Mile
running one and one half (1.5)miles from Drachman Avenue north up to Grant Road to Oracle Road
i;ﬁgad, but kept the name Miracle Mile on the East / West section between the freeway off ramp and
e pew Oracle Road section (north of which had been named Route #77). The adjoining section of the
I-1£%§rstate Highway) freeway passing through that area of Tucson was completed in 1966.
Origina ceived, planned, and advertised in August of 1987 as the “Drag Queen Wars Mud
Wrestlin%est” at Rumorz Bar with proceeds to be donated to the Shanti Foundation, and
patterned a th
located at 2921

into a “DragQue
the same ®ar .
anyone in t i

ighly successful “Mud Wrestling Events” at bars like the Stonewall Tavern Inn
tdne Avenue out in its very large dirt parking lot, by September 2, 1987 had evolved

. &

Jell-@ @sthn
On Saturday July 2, 1989 the Shanti Foundation, origi ou by activist Michael Griffin, held a
JELL-O Wrestling Event as one of the 1989 Gay Pride an @ﬁlsively as their own fundraiser
named the 1st Annual Reno Memorial Classic Jello Wrestling Extravaganza at the Rumor Hazzit

bar (a.k.a. Rumorz) located at 2222 N. Stone Avenue. j
‘é g leaders of all

On the cool clear sunny Sunday February 7, 1988, forty three (4 ﬁ g in

Tucson's Gay Organizations and Gay Businesses as well as Members™of the Ga munity met at the
Unitarian Universalist Church at 4831 E. 22nd Street to discuss establishifig a @9 ond) Lesbian
and Gay Community Resource Center to fill the void left by the Tucson Gay Cé m1\1$,)I Services
(G.C.S.) Community Center which had closed down. } {y

Arizona Daily Wildcat newspaper living at 355 N. Court Avenue, who was then a c ilitat e
Tucson Gay Youth Group which was later re-named the Tucson Lesbian & Gay Youth Group

suggested the name Wingspan might be used if a new community resource group was indeed forme @
After the meeting all the attendees were treated to a mouthwatering steak barbeque with baked (P

potatoes and cold Michelob Light beer.

During the meeting Wayne Blankenship, a former University of Arizona student@i-gitor ‘&
ac 0
t

A second meeting was then scheduled for Sunday February 21, 1988 at the Matrix Community
Services & Amity Incorporated’s heroin and other drug addictions programs joint facility located at
1030 N. 4th Avenue. Both drug addiction programs had already first began sponsoring the Tucson
Lesbian/Gay Youth Group on August 8, 1987 with its co-facilitators Wayne Blankenship, a quiet
sincere very active man, and Renee Berry.



On June 5, 1988 St. Francis In The Foothills Church located at 4625 E. River Road north of Tucson in
Pima County became the first fundamental church in Arizona to be a reconciling church (one that has
decided to embrace the Gay and Lesbian Community into its active membership). The reconciliation
was formally celebrated later at an event that took place on Friday night August 26, 1988 with Gay and
@an organizations speakers from Temple Emanu-El - Abby S., Cornerstone Fellowship - Rada S.,
gpity - Michael D., Integrity - Bruce A., M.C.C. Tucson - Reverend Nita T-W, Shanti Foundation -
Na erry, Tucson AIDS Project - Craig Snow, Wingspan Lesbian Gay Community Center -
Sama&i}.\ and for St. Francis of the Foothills - Liza S.

The Wing roup and the University of Arizona Women's Center co-sponsored a Womyn Loving
Womyn Weekeénd Retreat held north of the city in Pima County's Oracle area on Saturday Sunday
October 22-23, 1988. The Tucson Lesbian Gay Community Chorus with director John Kissler and
manager JirffEhrl riginally organized as the Tucson Gay Lesbian Community Chorus) which
met at thg Av ’PTemple building (then being rented by the Tucson Metropolitan

Communit h)-at 560/S. Stone Avenue became the first of its kind in Arizona as it announced it
was forming o eptemblzéS 88 followed by a name change to the Tucson Metropolitan
Community Chotly Kz

[
The chorus second pe%m@&in Down Broadway’ was presented to a very enthusiastic
crowd on May 19, 1989 a tari hurch located at 4831 E. 22nd Street at 8:00PM with tickets
$3.00 in advance $4.00 at th T ging group’s first public performance was at the AIDS Fair
'89 in Phoenix, Arizona on A » 1989. san's first celebration of ‘National Coming Out Day’ on
Tuesday October 11, 1988 was o dt rf with a 30 minute press conference at Himmel Park

by the small Wingspan group alo th ad trator Wayne Blankenship who lived at 355 N. Court
Avenue.

The fledgling Wingspan group rented a dé)m sm indowless one room office space from the
Tucson Women's Commission located at 24@01“ ue (the property originally the office of
the Arctic Ice Company that supplied blocks o¥jceeitywidé€ before refrigeration for ice boxes and
owned by the 1888 Tucson Councilman business yal A(ymson (see 1800’s) with the structure
also serving as his business family home in the later ‘0?

Numerous building occupants followed later over the ye&ézni; tk@%@rty was donated to the

)
Tucson Women's Commission in 2000 by the City of Tucse inst bagkdrop of public pressure

including phone calls and letters to do so). J ‘6
Y, /S \/’(9

>
N



Tucson's first October 11, 1988 National Coming Out Day Motorcade Press Conference at Himmel
Park consisted of a motorcade of 32 automobiles that drove for one (1) hour along a busy Speedway
Boulevard and through mid-town neighborhoods with many of the participating cars colorfully
decorated with streamers, flowers, and signs with riders festively interacting with the public in other

;:?)and with nearby pedestrians.
a

ight at Collette's bar the Wingspan group sponsored a party in celebration of the day complete
rtainment. In May of 1989 the Tucson Leshian/Gay Alliance (T.G.L.A.) released the Pride
dule of events that first kicked off with the Annual Traditional Pride Picnic At Himmel
ay June 25, 1989 from noon to dusk that offered free beer (50 kegs were ordered with 47
of them b ed and 3 of them being returned full) and soft drinks along with inviting all of
Tucson's Ga S&l groups to set up booths at no charge for their groups on a first come basis.

As part of tigywe yride Events the Wingspan group, that had just set up a phone hot-line and

first bega ;Sy listéd gty the July 1989 phone book as a community resource in the local Weekly

Observer p ionrOn August 23, 1989, hosted the very popular local political cartoonist David Fitz

Fitzsimmons togpeak on 1@1}1 June 29 and the Moth Ball Dance the next day on Friday June 30,
f

1989 with a covef ge as aiser for their group.

[ ]
The second (2nd) ‘W Li ?‘g up ‘A’ Mountain in a Candlelight Procession in Tucson was
co-sponsored by the Am anRedC , Amity, Borderlands Theatre, Chicanos Por Cuasa, El
Proyecto Arizona-Sonora; hlo@g orhood Center, El Rio Neighborhood Center,
Information Referral Servi 0 enter La Mesilla, LLEGO, People With AIDS
Coalition of Tucson, Pio Deci ter, County Health Department, Santa Cruz County
Health Department, Shanti Fou n of on, Tohono 0'0Odham Health Department, Old
Pueblo Trust, Traditional Indian AHjan IDS Project, Tucson Leshian Gay Alliance,
Tucson Minority Consortium on AIDS @and was held on Thursday October 12, 1989

T
EP“?“ ;
just one week after the 14 acre size NameS Project A uilt including panels from Tucson had

been unfolded in Washington D.C. in view oft hit
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The highly talented University of Arizona Dance Professor Choreographer Doug Nielf pro%
and directed two (2) dance concerts as AIDS Fundraisers in 1988-1989 for the financi

el o
[ . y strugg %
Tucson Aids Project, around Tucson the Boomers Cafe Espresso located at 500 N. 4th Avenue
offered both good food local entertainment. @(P

The former straight bar ‘Someplace Else’ located at 1239 N. 6th Avenue in the early part of November
of 1989 was purchased by co-owners Michael Bennett and Peter Sittig who quickly re-opened it for a
quiet test run on Saturday December 9, 1989 as a classy Gay bar, cocktail lounge, and restaurant
named The French Quarter with its Official Grand Opening coming later on Sunday January 14, 1990,
and by the end of 1989 the number of Gay related groups organizations had grown very substantially
from what had been available in 1980.



Along with the end of the decade of the 1980's passing into history was the highly popular local
bartender David Reno Gannon who had been instrumental in organizing a 1987 Mud Wrestling
Match which by the date it was held had been turned into a JELL-O Wrestling Match died of AIDS in
Tugcson on April 10, 1988, on October 2, 1985 at 8:37AM the popular and closeted Hollywood Gay Actor
Rofk Hudson died of AIDS, the former Vietnam War Hero of three (3) combat tours and Air Force

nt Leonard Matlovich who was discharged for being Gay and later became a Gay Rights
Ac eatured on the cover of Life Magazine in 1975 died of AIDS on Wednesday June 22, 1988 at

9:43P &

Former at &)r Tom Waddell who in 1982 helped start the first Gay Olympics which was forced to
0

drop the w ic and instead used the name Gay Games died of AIDS on Saturday July 11, 1987
at his home, the FBI'$ former ability to hide their secret files on Gay Groups they had infiltrated and
spied on be een 1989 was made public, both Rabbit Ears and Roof Top TV Antennas that had
since the tel been ‘must haves’ were becoming obsolete, openly gay entertainer
Liberace d1 ry A 1987 of AIDS, the founder of numerous Gay bar's Damerons_Gay_Guide
businessman B Damro{ ied in 1989 of AIDS, the man who took the Advocate (which had
originally started® sal c@ ups Los Angeles Gay photocopled newsletter) nationwide as a
magazine investme

oodstein died of AIDS in 1985, porn star John Holmes died of
AIDS on Saturday Ma

ez 4@&
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Gone by midnight 1989 in Tucson were the Gay bars Jekyll's - Last Cultu z Club
Europea - Stepps - Rita's Rendezvous - FineLine Disco aka Fineline Disc ael s

Stockade - The Underline - Tramps - Simone's - Ruby's - Outrageous, the T i; 1?qmmty
Services Center, Santa Cruz Metropolitan Community Church, The Stables Me

Baths, The Office, Pleasure World Bookstores with their 4 locations. g

Also gone were Hollywood Actor World War 2 Veteran Lee Marvin who lived at his ranch ]ust

outside Tucson and came out in support of the Gay Rights Movement in a 1969 Playboy Magazme@
Interview dying of a Heart Attack on August 29, 1987, the ‘Arizona Gay’ TV Show, Moral Majority
Campaign, Arizona Gay News (a.k.a. A.G.N.), the Attitude, the New Age Gentlemen's Club, and the
days of un-protected sex being considered even remotely safe.



0 0’s %qual Rights Protest

Many celebrities during the decade of th‘? 's el 5 announced, were openly, or at least flirted with

their Gayness or Bisexuality, 1nc1ud1ng a Bernhard, Lily Tomlin, Mick Jagger, Paul
Lynde, Elton John, Liberace, Melissa Ethemd%&) e@and David Bowie to only name just a few.

That while hundreds of thousands of men, WOII\Q preteens all across the United States
‘Came Out’ and at times ‘Stayed In The Closet’ a res eptance, rejection, bullying, and
welcoming were personally exped%ﬂ O@ne of them.

At the stroke of midnight on December 31, 1989 with a popula ithi square mile city limits
0f 402,147 people Tucson stepped right into the 1990's alon w@ 1fferent New Year’s
Resolutions.
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