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Lamhda clears
arrested

YORK, - A New York State
G:al court on Dec, 1 vacated the
quilty plea of a man arrested and
convicted in 1969 under statutes
since declared unconstitutional in
New York. e court decision
cleared his record, helping to en-
sure that he will not be further
penalized for charges used in the
past to criminalize sexual conduct
between consenting adult partners
of the same sex.

Lambda legal Defense and
BEducation Fund represents “Jchn
Doe®, a New Yorker arrested for
the first and only time in March
1969 for the so-called crime of
“Consensual Sodamy®. In return
for a dismissal of this charge,
Mr. Doe pled quilty to the related
offense of "Loitering for the

of Engaging in Deviate

Intercourse®. Several
years ago, the Court of Appeals,
New York State's highest court,
found both of these statutes uncon—
stitutional because they violated
constitutional rights to privacy
and equal protection.

Earlier this year, twenty
Doe!

ears after his arrest, Mr. s
%pmiqtim resurfaced vhen his job

equired that he move to a foreign
country. Mr. Doe learned he would
need a "Good Conduct Certificate™
fran the Police Department before
the country would grant him res-
idency. The certificate he re-
ceived listed the unconstitutional
arrest and conviction. Reasonably
fearing that such charges, however
old and imvalid, might prejudice
his chance of getting residency -
abroad, the man turned to Lambda
for help.

®This case illustrates the
continuing and very real hamms
that consensual 'sodamy' laws and
related statutes pose to the Gay
cammunity, even when they've later
been overturned,® said Evan
Wolfson, the Lambda staff attorney
who handled the case. "Hcre, twen—
ty years later, this conviction
came back to haunt Mr. Doe, just
as they do many people when they
go to fill out a job application,
seek a license, or get asked about
their past.

To get the conviction vacat-
.ed and the record expunged and
saled, Lambda contacted the
attan District Attorney's
office to seek their cooperation.
Lambda submitted a record of the
facts in the case along with an
analysis of the constitutional and
practical issues, highlighting the
landmark court cases striking down
the offendlng statutes. The pros-
ecutor's office ultimately agreed
to vacate the conviction and seal
the record, and offered to do the
same in other such cases.

In addition to its efforts

record of man
in 1969

to overturn existing

Lambda will direct its attention
to obtaining similar cooperation
from prosecutors and courts in New
York and other states that have
reformed thei:r consensual sodamy
laws either through legislation or
by court order.

Paula Ettelbrick, Lambda's
Legal Director, noted, "We hope
this case will persuade prosecu~
tors and courts in New York and
other reformed ' jurisdictions to
wipe these unconstitutional and
offensive arrests and convictions
off the books. We encourage those
still injured by these statutes
and burdened by 'criminal' records
to come forward and demand
justice.”

In addition to using the pre-
cedent in this case as an example
for prosecutors, Lambda will con-
sider other avenues, including
perhaps a civil lawsuit, to purge
these stigmatizing convictions
from criminal reporting systems.

Despite efforts by the
Lesbian and Gay rights movement to
obtain refori, consensual sodamy
and related offenses remain.crimes
in twenty-four states and the
District of Columbia.  The stat-
utes vary in the specific acts pro-
scribed and the classes of people
prohibited from engaging in them.
Although most states that still
have sodomy laws on the books
criminalize oral-genital or anal-
genital conduct by anyone, whether
Gay or non-Gay, seven states
criminalize only those acts when
engaged in by people of the same
gender. Shockingly, people are
still in jail for such ostensible
offenses.

"Even when the police are
not breaking down the bedroom
doors,"™ said wolfson, "statutes
such as those in this case are fre-
quently invoked to Jjustify other
types of discrimination against
Lesbians and Gay men on the ground
that they may be presumed to vi-
olate them.

"Gay parents have lost custo-
dy of their children, students
have been denied the right to as-
semble, immigrants and aliens have
been denied naturalization and job
discrimination in the military and
the private sector has been upheld
because these criminal statutes
merely exist, regardless of en-
forcement,® Wolfson said.

Wolfson also noted that
Lambda has long fought such stat-
utes in the courts, including the
infamous Supreme Court Case of
Bowers v. Hardwick (a five to four
decision in 1986 upholding
Georgia's sodamy law) and a pend-
ing challenge to the Michigan sod-

Festivalof_Trees highly successful

TUCSON - Newly seated City
Councilman Steve Leal attended the
Festival of Trees fundraiser for
People with AIDS Coalition of
Tucson held Dec. 8 and 9 at the
Tucson Convention Center.

Pictures of some oOf the

trees will be found elsewhere in
this issue of OBSERVER.

Shown above are Mr. Leal
(1) with PACT officer Jerome
Beillard in front of one of the
many trees on display for sale dur-
ing the two day event. See relat-
ed story.

TUCSON - The Festival of Trees
presented by the People with AIDS
Coalition of Tucson (PACT) and
held as a fundraiser for PACT
last Friday, Dec. 12, was a tremen-
dous success financially as well
as public relations-wise.

Spearheaded by PACT officer
Jerame Beillard, the event was
held in the new Srand Ballroom of
the Tucson Convention Center.
There were over 50 trees and
wreaths sponsored by corporations,
businesses and private individuals
and these trees were decorated by
various businesses, organizations
and individuals. These trees were
then sold or auctioned off with
the proceeds going to fund a
Drop-In Center for People with
RIDS and other interested persons
and organizations.

Beillard said it is envi-
sioned that the Center will encom-
pass the following services: The
existing PACT office and reading

roam will be transferred to the
new facility. Information and
referral, the Hospital Visiting
Team, Pharmaceutical Fund, and
Support Groups will continue in
Service. A twice-weekly meal pro-
gram will be offered (with gener-
ous support pledged by Tucson's
Table) as an opportunity  for so-
cialization and access to balanced
nutrition.

Regular PACT cial events
will be expanded ‘and more varied
in the new quarters. Personal
services such as hair cuts and
massage will be offered. Facili-
ties for aerosol pentamidine
prophylaxis are planned.

After establishing the
Drop-In Center, PACT's goals are
to expand the core Drop-In facil-
ity by adding a Living Center com-
ponent, ideally at the same site.
Housing units would be made avail-
able to persons in Tucson's HIV/

service advertisement from your cigarette distributor
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'TEAM ARTZONA' SEEKS GAY GAMES ITI
TEAM LOGO

PHOENIX ~ The organizing Beard for
Team Arizona, the group that is
spearheading Arizona's participa-
tion in Gay Games III, has an-
nounced a competition for the
design of the team logo. This
logo is planned to appsar on
T-shirts, team uniforms, swimwear,
gym shorts, posters and flags in
support of those participating in
the games to be held in Vancouver
in August 1990.

Because of the short time pe—
riod available for the imprinting
of T-shirts and uniforms prior to
the events planned in Jamary,
Team Arizona has get the deadline
for the logo campetition for
December 26.

All entries are to be sent
to P.O. Box 5950, Phoenix, AZ
85010. A contact telephone is
needed with each entry. If any
graphic artist or design group
wants further information they
should contact 968-4375 in
Phoenix.

U OF A MEDICAL CENTER
LOCKING FOR HIV/AIDS VOLUNTEERS
TO-TEST NEW DRUG

TUCSON ~ The infectious Disease
Division of the University of
Arizona Medical Center is seeking
HIV/AIDS volunteers for protocol
of the investigational drug
AS-101. The drug would be adminis-
tered intravencusly (IV) 1 or 3 or
S times a week. All lab work and
drugs are free.

Compensation is offered for
this six-week study, and depending
on the efficacy on that particular
patient, the volunteer may receive
the drug for up to a year follow-
ing the initial six-week study.

The Infectious
Division is' currently rumning 8
investigational AIDS research pro-
grams and after the first of the
year, will add several more.

Persons interested in partak-
ing in this current AS-101 proto-
col or who would 1like more
information concerning other AIDS
research programs being planned at
the UofA Medical Center, should
-all Joel Gray, RN., at 626-2533

626-6887.

Disease:
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TUCSON - Printed elsewhere in this
issue of OBSERVER is an absentee
ballot for persons who will not be
in town, or otherwise will be un—
able to vote during the regular
balloting, Jan. 5 through Jan 13,
1990. The deadline for absentee
balloting is December 15, If you
are not a registered C.A.T. Award
voter, there will be registrars at
all of the local bars on the eve-
ning of Friday Dec. 15. If you
are registered, you may mail your
ballot anytime but it must be re-
ceived by midnight, Friday, Dec.
15.

If you are a registered vot-
er for the CAT Awards, and circum—
stances make it impossible to vote
during the regular period, you are
requested to use the ballot
printed in this issue of OBSERVER.
Fill out your selections, include
your registration card in the
envelope and mail to: The C.A.T.
Comnittee, % Observer, P.0. Box
50733, Tucson, AZ 85703-1733,

The Community Awards of
Tucson will be presented in
January, 1990.

If vou are not a registered
voter, and will be able to vote
during the regular voting  period,
registrars will ‘be in all of the
local bars on Fridays, Dec. 15, 22
and 29 and on Saturdays, Dec. 16,
23 and 30.
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COAST GUARDSMAN

MUNCIE, IN - A Coast Guardsman cap-
tain and the enlisted man who en—
gaged in a hazing incident which
an enlisted man was stripped,
greased, humiliated, urinated on
and forced, by using electric
shock, to say that he was Gay and
§liked /hamosaxual .oral. sex,
“bgen reprimanded. ;! 3

During the incident, a sau-
sage was stuffed into his mouth
and forced to worship the "Prince
of Punishment®. When he com
plained to his superiors, he was
branded as a "snitch® and matters
got worse. The guardsman is await-
ing a medical leave.

have .
B % their ‘efforts.-
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JOSHUA TREE HAYRIDE

WEDNESDAY, DEC, 27 i
TUCSON ~ The 12th Anmual Hayride
to Winterhaven, sponsored by the
Joshua Tree will take place on
Wednesday, Dec. 27. The Hay-laden
truck will leave JT's at 7:30 p.m.
and visit all the local Gay bars
to sing carols, have a drink and/
or visit and pick up additional
passengers.

The Winterhaven "Festival of
Lights® is also an anmual event
that began in 1949. This year
there will be more than 300,000
Christmas tree 1lights, sleighs,
reindeer, several versions of
Santa Claus, large wrapped
Christmas packages, mangers and
angels sprinkled over 808 of the
lawns in the 270-home subdivision
in north-central Tucson. Each
year over 100,000 people pass
through Winterhaven to view the
spectacle,

The extra large Joshua Tree
Hayride stake truck is scheduled
to go to Rumor Hazzit first, then
in  order The French Quarter,
Graduate, IBT's, Colette's and the
Rainbow Room, and then on to view
the Christmas 1lights and decora-
tions at Winterhaven.

The truck will return direct-
ly to the Joshua Tree at approx-
imately 10:30 p.m. Make sure you
have arranged for transportation
back to your original point of
embarkation if you joined the hay-
ride enroute. And, be sure to
dress warmly in case of cool
weather.

30 BOWLERS PARTICIPATE IN

PARTNERS/SHANTI BOWL~A-THON
TUCSON -~ More than 30 bowlers
participated in the annual shanti
benefit produced and hosted by
Partners of Tucson. Though it is
not known at presstime the actual
total amount raised by this anmual
affair, it is known that it was
well attended and everyone had a
great time bowling and knowing

that one of Tucson's most worthy.

organizations was the recipient of
A full financial
report of this event will be
printed in next week's OBSERVER.

CHIO SUPREME COURT TO RULE

OGN ADOPTION BY GAY MAN
COLUMBUS, OBIO - Despite the fact
it had said it would accept no
adoption cases this fall,
Ohio Supreme Court said it would
hear the case of Lee Balser, an
openly Gay man trying to adopt a
seven-year-old boy.

body's immunity system, it keeps you

HUGGING
OR
HOW TO KEEP YOUR
BODY FEELING GOOD

Hugging is healthy: It helps the

healthier, it cures depression, it re-
duces stress, it induces sleep, it's in-
vigorating, it's rejuvenating, it has no
unpleasant side effects.

Hugging is a miracle food: Itis
organiz, naturally sweet, no pesti-
cides, no preservatives, no artificialin-
gredients and 100% wholesome.

Hugging is practically perfect:
There are no moving parts to wearout, '
no batteries to replace, no periodic
check-ups, requires low energy con-
sumption with high energy yicld, in-
flationproof, non-fattening, no
monthly payments, no insurance re-
quirements, theft proof, non-taxable,
non-polluting and , of course, fully re-
turnable.

the ~

SHANTI FOUNDATION
Volunteer Counseling
for Persons Facing
Life-Threatening Illness
and Bereavement,

602 North 4th Avenue
Tucson, Az. 85705
(602) 622-7107
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