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MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE

LA  NOCHE  BEFORE CHRISTMASLA  NOCHE  BEFORE CHRISTMASLA  NOCHE  BEFORE CHRISTMASLA  NOCHE  BEFORE CHRISTMASLA  NOCHE  BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Tis the night before ChristmasTis the night before ChristmasTis the night before ChristmasTis the night before ChristmasTis the night before Christmas
And all through the casaAnd all through the casaAnd all through the casaAnd all through the casaAnd all through the casa

Not a creature is stirringNot a creature is stirringNot a creature is stirringNot a creature is stirringNot a creature is stirring
Caramba!  Que pasa?Caramba!  Que pasa?Caramba!  Que pasa?Caramba!  Que pasa?Caramba!  Que pasa?

The stockings are hanging con mucho cuidadoThe stockings are hanging con mucho cuidadoThe stockings are hanging con mucho cuidadoThe stockings are hanging con mucho cuidadoThe stockings are hanging con mucho cuidado
In hope that St. Nicholas will feel obligadoIn hope that St. Nicholas will feel obligadoIn hope that St. Nicholas will feel obligadoIn hope that St. Nicholas will feel obligadoIn hope that St. Nicholas will feel obligado

To leave a few cosas aqui y alliTo leave a few cosas aqui y alliTo leave a few cosas aqui y alliTo leave a few cosas aqui y alliTo leave a few cosas aqui y alli
For chico y chica (y something por me).For chico y chica (y something por me).For chico y chica (y something por me).For chico y chica (y something por me).For chico y chica (y something por me).

Los Ninos are snuggled all safe in their camasLos Ninos are snuggled all safe in their camasLos Ninos are snuggled all safe in their camasLos Ninos are snuggled all safe in their camasLos Ninos are snuggled all safe in their camas
Some in vestidos and some in pajamasSome in vestidos and some in pajamasSome in vestidos and some in pajamasSome in vestidos and some in pajamasSome in vestidos and some in pajamas

Their little cabezas all full of good thingsTheir little cabezas all full of good thingsTheir little cabezas all full of good thingsTheir little cabezas all full of good thingsTheir little cabezas all full of good things
They all esperando que Santa will bring.They all esperando que Santa will bring.They all esperando que Santa will bring.They all esperando que Santa will bring.They all esperando que Santa will bring.

Santa esta at the corner saloonSanta esta at the corner saloonSanta esta at the corner saloonSanta esta at the corner saloonSanta esta at the corner saloon
Mui borracho since midafternoon.Mui borracho since midafternoon.Mui borracho since midafternoon.Mui borracho since midafternoon.Mui borracho since midafternoon.

Mama is sitting beside la ventanaMama is sitting beside la ventanaMama is sitting beside la ventanaMama is sitting beside la ventanaMama is sitting beside la ventana
Shining her rolling pin para manañaShining her rolling pin para manañaShining her rolling pin para manañaShining her rolling pin para manañaShining her rolling pin para manaña

When Santa returns to his home zigzagedandoWhen Santa returns to his home zigzagedandoWhen Santa returns to his home zigzagedandoWhen Santa returns to his home zigzagedandoWhen Santa returns to his home zigzagedando
Lit up like the Star Spangled Banner cantando.Lit up like the Star Spangled Banner cantando.Lit up like the Star Spangled Banner cantando.Lit up like the Star Spangled Banner cantando.Lit up like the Star Spangled Banner cantando.

And Mama will send him to bed con a rightAnd Mama will send him to bed con a rightAnd Mama will send him to bed con a rightAnd Mama will send him to bed con a rightAnd Mama will send him to bed con a right
Merry Christmas a todos, y a todos good night!Merry Christmas a todos, y a todos good night!Merry Christmas a todos, y a todos good night!Merry Christmas a todos, y a todos good night!Merry Christmas a todos, y a todos good night!

Author UnknownAuthor UnknownAuthor UnknownAuthor UnknownAuthor Unknown

No LNo LNo LNo LNo LGBT FGBT FGBT FGBT FGBT For Obama In 2010or Obama In 2010or Obama In 2010or Obama In 2010or Obama In 2010

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - Newsweek has issued its political
predictions for 2010, and coming in at number 9, the magazine posits that President
Obama will do nothing for gay rights because he fears waging a culture war as
midterm elections loom.

Newsweek writes, �What the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered
community has learned this year is that the president is ultimately a pragmatist.
Although his very presence in the White House is the stuff of culture wars, Obama
himself is reluctant to wade into one. Moreover, if socially divisive policies have
the potential to compromise his legislative agenda, Obama has proven that he
simply won�t pursue them. Expect this tension to become more acute as the 2010
elections loom � and for gay rights to be shunted aside again.�

Read the full story here - 2010.newsweek.com/top-10/politics-predictions/

obama-does-nada-on-gay-rights.html.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Observer
Update) - The federal challenge to
Proposition 8 could be televised under
a new experimental program autho-
rized by the Judicial Council of the ninth
circuit, advocate.com reported.

The authorization arrives just
weeks before the federal trial over
Prop. 8, which banned same-sex
marriage in California last year, is
scheduled to begin in San Francisco,
according to The Recorder.

�Cases to be considered for
the pilot program, and the distribution
details, will be decided by each

district�s chief judge, in consultation with
9th Circuit Chief Judge Alex Kozinski,�
reported The Recorder. �In San Fran-
cisco it is the Northern District of
California�s chief judge, Vaughn Walker
[pictured], who is presiding over the
federal challenge to Prop 8.�

Ted Olson and David Boies,
the star litigators representing the plain-
tiffs in the case, support the televised
proceedings, but the defendants op-
pose them on the grounds that wit-
nesses could be subjected to harass-
ment and retribution, The Recorder

reported.

MEXICO CITY - Mexico City
lawmakers on Monday, December
21, made the city the first in Latin
America to legalize same-sex mar-
riage, a change that will give homo-
sexual couples more rights, including
allowing them to adopt children, the
Associated Press announced in a
story in the Tucson Daily Star.

The bill passed the capitals
local assembly 39-20 to the cheers of
supporters who yelled: �Yes, we
could!  Yes, we could!�

Leftist Mayor Marcelo Abrard
of the Democratic Revolution Party
was widely expected to sign the
measure into law.

Mexico City�s left-led assem-
bly has made several decisions
unpopular elsewhere in this deeply
Roman Catholic country, including
legalizing abortion in the first 12
weeks of pregnancy.  That decision
sparked a backlash, with the majority
of Mexico�s other 32 states enacting
legislation declaring life begins at
conception.

The conservative Nation Ac-
tion Party of President Felipe
Calderone has vowed to challenge
the gay-marriage law in the courts.

However, homosexuality is
increasingly accepted in Mexico, with
gay couples openly holding hands in
parts of the capital and the annual gay
pride parade drawing tens of thou-
sands.

The bill calls for changing the
definition of marriage in the city�s civil
code.  Marriage is currently defined as
the union of a man and a woman.  The
new definition will be �the free uniting of
two people.�

The change would allow
same-sex couples to adopt children,
apply for bank loans together, inherit
wealth and be included in the insur-
ance policies of spouses, rights they
were denied under civil unions al-
lowed in the city.

�We are so happy,� said
Temistocles Villanueva, a 23-year-old
film student who celebrated by pas-
sionately kissing his boyfriend outside
the city�s assembly.

Only seven countries allow
gay marriages: Canada, Spain, South
Africa, Sweden, Norway the Nether-
lands and Belgium.  U.S. states that
permit same-sex marriage are Iowa,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut
and New Hampshire.

Continued on Page ThreeContinued on Page ThreeContinued on Page ThreeContinued on Page ThreeContinued on Page Three
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Make A DifferenceMake A DifferenceMake A DifferenceMake A DifferenceMake A Difference
Make A DonationMake A DonationMake A DonationMake A DonationMake A Donation

One Way To GiveOne Way To GiveOne Way To GiveOne Way To GiveOne Way To Give
Back: TIHAN Volun-Back: TIHAN Volun-Back: TIHAN Volun-Back: TIHAN Volun-Back: TIHAN Volun-

teer Orientationteer Orientationteer Orientationteer Orientationteer Orientation

Desert VoicesDesert VoicesDesert VoicesDesert VoicesDesert Voices
 Update Update Update Update Update

Tax Credit ForTax Credit ForTax Credit ForTax Credit ForTax Credit For
Donations ToDonations ToDonations ToDonations ToDonations To
Wingspan ByWingspan ByWingspan ByWingspan ByWingspan By
December 31December 31December 31December 31December 31

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
You can make a difference in Southern
Arizona�s lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) community with a
gift to Wingspan. Your donation sup-
ports our youth program, domestic
violence services, health and wellness
and senior services, support for
transgender and questioning people,
community information and referrals,
lending library, computer center, and
all our other services for Southern
Arizona�s LGBT community.

As a 501(c)(3) charitable orga-
nization, all gifts to Wingspan are tax
deductible to the fullest extent allow-
able by the IRS.  To send a check,
make your check payable to: Wing-
span

430 East Seventh Street, Tucson,
Arizona 85705.  To donate by credit
card, call (520) 624-1779.  To donate
online, go to wingspan.org/content/
donations.php

Wish List - Are you able to
donate office supplies or other goods?
Wingspan is seeking the following
goods. All donations are tax-deduct-
ible.

Clothing: Gently Used Mens
Clothing (all sizes, especially clothing
suitable for job interviews). Gently
Used Womens Clothing (all sizes,
especially clothing suitable for job
interviews). New/Unused womens un-
dergarments & socks (petite - young
adult sizes). New/Unused mens under-
garments & socks (medium - XXL
sizes). New/Unused Health and

Hygiene Items: Toothpaste.
Toothbrushes. Dental Floss. Hair
Brushes. Combs. Deodorant (mens/
womens/unscented). Razors (mens
and womens). Shampoo. Conditioner.

Non-Perishable Food Items:
Canned Soups. Canned Vegetables.
Canned Chili (Regular & Vegetarian).
Boxed Pasta (Mac & Cheese, Ham-
burger/Tuna Helper, etc.). Cereal/
Granola Bars

Miscellaneous: Copier/Multi-
purpose paper - white bond. We are

Gender-FreeGender-FreeGender-FreeGender-FreeGender-Free
 Contra Dance, Contra Dance, Contra Dance, Contra Dance, Contra Dance,

 January 9 January 9 January 9 January 9 January 9
TUCSON (Observer Update) -

Be part of Arizona�s first Gender Free
Contra Dance hosted by Tucson
Friends of Traditional Music, Jan. 9,
2010, First United Methodist Church,
915 E. 4th.

Join the Tucson Friends of
Traditional Music for an evening of
Gender Free Contra Dancing. Gender
Free, or Gender-Role Free Contra, is
meant for everyone who loves this
style of American traditional folk danc-
ing, but with a fun twist. In Gender Free,
which originated in New England
about 20 years ago, dancers can
dance either role.

For those unfamiliar with the
style, Contra is like Square Dancing,
but done in long lines and with
simplified calls. Any beginner can
easily master the basics in one lesson
on the night of the dance.

Free Dance Lesson at 7:30
pm. Dance 8:00 - 11:00 pm.  First
United Methodist Church, 915 4th
Street (near Park Ave.).  $6 student, $7
TFTM member, $8 general public.  For

more information, call (520) 408-6181.

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Need last minute gifts for the special
people in your life? Dog walker? Baby
sitter? Secretary? Combine holiday
shopping with Valentine treats and
give them tickets to �Love Bites,�
Desert Voices� annual Silent Auction/
Cabaret. Date is Saturday, February
13 - perfect timing!

Complimentary hors
d�hoeuvres (Accacia!!), spirits (wine &
beer) and terrific shopping at the silent
auction. Tickets are $40 each - a
ganga deal! It�s easy - check out the
website at www.desertvoices.org and
click on Brown Paper Tickets.

Or if you prefer the personal
contact, call the Desert Voices� office

at (520) 791-9662.

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Welcome to Oz, the LGBT and straight
supportive bowling league is looking
for Dorothy or an individual who wants
to take part bowling.

Welcome to Oz bowls at
Tucson Bowl, 7020 E. 21st, (520) 747-
1363, Thursday night�s at 7:00 PM, with
practice at 6:50 PM.  The weekly fee is
$11 and there is a one-time, sanction-
ing fee of $20.

Average is not important but
having fun is, so follow the �Yellow
Brick Road� to Oz, Thursday�s at
Tucson Bowl.

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Get up to a $200.00 tax credit for a
donation to Wingspan ($400.00 for
couples). A tax credit means you get a
dollar for dollar deduction against your
taxes owed!

Wingspan is a qualifying char-
ity for Arizona�s Working Poor Tax
Credit. This program works like the
end-of-year schools deduction pro-
gram. You may be able to have a state
tax credit for your gift to Wingspan�s
programs up to $200.00 for an indi-
vidual and $400.00 for a married couple
for any gifts made by December 31.
2009.

In order to receive the credit,
the individual giving the donation must
itemize deductions on the Arizona tax
return. Please check with your tax
preparer about any questions you may
have.

TUCSON - Unemployed?  Look-
ing to apply your talents?  Keep those
skills fresh and make a difference!

The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network (TIHAN) is a volunteer driven
organization with a commitment to
providing compassionate,
nonjudgmental care to those living with
HIV/AIDS.

We here at TIHAN need your
help!  Our open volunteer positions
include:  Link Specialist, CareTeam
member, Finance Committee member,
Development Team member, and
many others!

TIHAN�s next volunteer orienta-
tion will take place on Saturday,
January 23rd from 1pm-5pm at the
TIHAN offices (1011 N. Craycroft Rd,
#301).  Subjects covered include HIV
101, living with HIV/AIDS, interfaith
responses to HIV/AIDS, and an intro-
duction to TIHAN programs and volun-
teer opportunities.  Please join us to
learn how you can help give back to our
community and strengthen your re-
sume.

If you have any questions or
would like to register for the next
orientation, please contact Katelyn
McDonald, Volunteer Resources Co-
ordinator at (520) 299-6647 or at
katelyn@tihan.org.  We hope to hear
from you!
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Buenos Aires, Argentina�s
capital, became the first Latin Ameri-
can city to legalize same-sex civil
unions in 2002 for gay and lesbian
couples.  Four other Argentine cities
later did the same, and as did Mexico
City in 2007 and some Mexican and
Brazilian states.  Uruguay alone has
legalized civil unions nationwide.

Buenos Aires lawmakers in-
troduced a bill for legalizing gay
marriages in the national Congress in
October but it has stalled without a
vote, and officials in the city have
blocked same-sex weddings because
of conflicting judicial rulings.

Many people in Mexico and
elsewhere in Latin America remain
opposed to gay marriage and the
dominant Roman Catholic Church has
announced its opposition.

�They have given Mexicans
the most bitter Christmas,� said
Armando Martinez the president of the
College of Catholic Attorneys.  �They
are permitting adoption (by gay
couples) and in one stroke of the pen
have erased the term �mother� and
�father�.

City lawmaker Victor
Romo, a member of the mayor�s leftist
party, called it a historic day.

�For centuries unjust laws
banned marriage between blacks and
whites or Indians and Europeans,� he
said.  �Today all barriers have disap-
peared..�

Continued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page One

Parent Files Complaint Against Gay TeacherParent Files Complaint Against Gay TeacherParent Files Complaint Against Gay TeacherParent Files Complaint Against Gay TeacherParent Files Complaint Against Gay Teacher
For Corrupting Child�s InnocenceFor Corrupting Child�s InnocenceFor Corrupting Child�s InnocenceFor Corrupting Child�s InnocenceFor Corrupting Child�s Innocence

“Uncle Bobby’s Wedding” two ‘gay’ guinea pigs

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - A woman identifying
herself as a Washington, D.C.,
parent took to the conservative P-
Fox blog to announce that she had
filed a complaint against her
daughter�s teacher over the loss of
the �child�s sense of innocence.�
What exactly did the teacher do?
Announce to her first-grade class
that she was marrying a woman,
reported advocate.com.

Margaret C. Hemenway
posted the entry to the Parents and
Friends of Ex-Gays and Gays
website. In her post she writes: �Our
first-grader astonished her father at
the end of the past school year as
he dropped her off at our local
Washington DC public school,
Horace Mann Elementary, where he
had attended school in the early
60s. She relayed to him that her
teacher announced her impending
marriage � to another woman � to
the class. Following her revelation,
this teacher encouraged questions
from the children.

�Our daughter also men-
tioned a book the teacher read

aloud, �Uncle Bobby�s Wedding,�
about two male �gay� guinea pigs,
promoted by the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual Transgender Lobby for
children. Since homosexual activists
cannot reproduce their own children,
recruitment to their cause (espe-
cially at a young age, before par-

ents have raised such sensitive and
controversial topics with their
children) is essential to the political
agenda of promoting homosexuality
and �gay� marriage.� Hemenway
said she filed a complaint with the
chancellor of her daughter�s school

and is awaiting a response.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - Congress is preparing to
vote on a bill that would extend
benefits to the same-sex partners of
federal employees after passage in
committees from both houses. Wis-
consin Representative Tammy
Baldwin�s Domestic Partnership Ben-
efits and Obligations Act of 2009
(DPBO) is quickly wending its way
through Capitol Hill, reported On Top
Magazine.

The legislation would make
the spouses of gay and lesbian
federal employees eligible for certain
benefits previously denied because
the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA),
a law that prohibits the federal govern-
ment from recognizing gay unions,
bars such benefits. DPBO would carve
out an exception to the law. The
proposed law received a boost with
passage out of a key Senate commit-
tee. Members OK�d the bill with an 8 to
1 vote. Senator Robert F. Bennett, a
Republican, was the lone dissenter.

That is, Bennett was the lone
in-person �nay� vote; five additional
Republicans voted against the bill by
proxy: Republican Senators Tom
Coburn, John McCain, George V.
Voinovich and Lindsey Graham.
Those members, along with Senator
John Ensign, who did not take a
position on the bill, score low on the
Human Rights Campaign�s (HRC)
Congressional Scorecard, an annual
report that measures a lawmaker�s
support for gay rights. (Proxy votes are
not included in a final tally.) One
Democrat, Senator Mark Pryor of
Arkansas, also voted against the bill
by proxy. But Senator Susan Collins,
the Republican ranking member on
the committee and an early co-
sponsor of the measure, voted in favor.

Senator Roland Burris (D-Ill)
introduced a last-minute amendment
to the Senate version of the bill that
calls for a study by the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) on the
possible effects of the bill on the
insurance premiums of other employ-
ees. A similar measure introduced by
Representative Mike Quigley (D-Ill)
was adopted in the House version.

�The federal government
should be the standard bearer for fair
workplace practices, but has lagged
behind the top employers for too long,�
Joe Solmonese, president of the
Human Rights Campaign (HRC), the
nation�s largest gay rights advocate,
said in a statement. �DPBO recognizes
that equal pay for equal work is a value
fundamental to American opportunity.
We thank Chairman Lieberman for his
leadership in ushering this important
legislation through Congress.�

The bill is likely to receive a
warm greeting in the more liberal
House, where a key panel approved
the measure with an overwhelming 23
to 12 vote in November. But
Wednesday�s narrow passage out of
committee suggests a turbulent ride for
the bill when it hits the Senate floor,
where Democrats must remain united
to ensure passage.

Even Baldwin has questioned
whether Senate Democrats will unite
behind the bill. She admitted as much
earlier this month at a GLBT leader-
ship conference in San Francisco,

where she said several important gay
rights bills will need to be tucked inside
unrelated bills to clear the Senate�s 60-
vote threshold.

�I haven�t spoken to [Senate
Leader Harry Reid], but he is looking
through that 60-vote challenge. My
sense is he is looking for bills he can
attach things to,� Baldwin said. �Sena-
tor Reid is committed to finding these
vehicles to pass them through.�

The bill was introduced in both
houses in May � Baldwin sponsored
the original House version, while
Lieberman backed the Senate�s � and
it received consideration by the fall.
Credit for the bill�s fast track is given to
President Obama. �He has kept this
issue alive,� openly gay Massachu-
setts Representative Barney Frank

said.

Awareness Expo,Jan. 23Awareness Expo,Jan. 23Awareness Expo,Jan. 23Awareness Expo,Jan. 23Awareness Expo,Jan. 23
TUCSON - The Israel Center�s

Heartbeat of Israel cultural series,
Temple Emanu-El and the LGBT
Jewish Inclusion Project are coordi-
nating a Habanot Nechama concert
and LGBT Awareness Expo at 8 pm,
Saturday, January 23rd at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 225 N. Country
Club Rd.  Nicknamed the �Israeli
Indigo Girls�, Habanot Nechama
blends vocal harmonies with a soul-
folk flavor and reggae influences.
Literally translated as �the comfort
girls�, the Israeli folk band is a trio of
singers: Karolina, Dana Adini and Yael
Decelbaum.

The name Habanot Nechama
refers to the comfort they have given
each other by working together as a
band.  Their music blends both
Hebrew and English.  Individually, the
singers have performed with well-
known acts including The Black-Eyed
Peas and Erykah Badu.  Their first
album, self-titled, went gold only three
weeks after its release in August, 2007.

Members of the band have been
active in LGBT awareness issues,
both in Israel and the United States.
Various agencies will provide informa-
tion at an Awareness Expo to raise
awareness about LGBT issues. There
will also be information available on
the Israel Gay Youth Organization
(IGY) which is the largest LGBT
support group in Israel.

Awards will be given during the
pre-show VIP Reception to activists
and community leaders who have
made a difference in the LGBT
community.  Desert Voices, Tucson�s

GLTBS choir, will perform an a capella
set during the reception.  Awards will
be presented to Ivy Schwartz, Michael
Mandel, Jennifer Hoefle and Scott
Blades.

Youth choirs from Temple Emanu-
El and Tucson Hebrew Academy will
lead Havdallah and sing at the
beginning of the concert, under the
direction of Rabbi Samuel M. Cohon.
Students from the Kurn Religious
School will also read their winning
essays from the �Why Is Israel Impor-
tant� essay contest Concluding the
show, Temple Emanu-El�s Teen Choir
will sing Hatikvah, under the direction
of Cantorial Soloist Marjorie Hochberg
and Temple Choir Director, Chris
Tackett.

Tickets are available at the Israel
Center, located at 3822 E. River Rd. or
at Temple Emanu-El.  Tickets may
also be purchased online at
www.jewishtucson.org.  Call 577-9393
for more information.  Ticket prices are
$18 for adults, $10 for students and
children.  VIP Tickets, which include
reserved seating and a pre-show VIP
reception are $36 for adults and $20 for
students and children.  Doors open at
7:15.  The concert begins at 8:00 pm.
The pre-show VIP reception is at 6:30
pm.

N. Y. Gov.N. Y. Gov.N. Y. Gov.N. Y. Gov.N. Y. Gov.
Paterson SignsPaterson SignsPaterson SignsPaterson SignsPaterson Signs

TransgenderTransgenderTransgenderTransgenderTransgender
ProtectionsProtectionsProtectionsProtectionsProtections

OrderOrderOrderOrderOrder
ALBANY, NY (Observer Update)

- Governor David Paterson signed an
executive order protecting transgender
state employees from workplace dis-
crimination, advocate.com reported.

Flanked by gay rights activ-
ists, Paterson signed the order at a
press event at the Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender Commu-
nity Center in Greenwich Village. �For
generations, New York has been a
national leader on civil rights, yet the
State has lagged far behind in secur-
ing basic civil rights for transgender
New Yorkers,� Paterson said. �I am
proud to sign this important measure to
not only bring workforce protection to
the transgender community under the
law, but to bring greater equality and
civil rights to the State of New York.�

�From now on, transgender
New Yorkers will be protected from
discrimination because of who they
are,� he added. Gay activists have
lobbied for a similar statewide mea-
sure in the New York Legislature.
Lawmakers in the Assembly have
twice approved the Gender Expres-
sion Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA),
a bill that would protect transgender
persons in the areas of employment,
housing, public accommodations, edu-
cation and credit, but the Senate has
so far refused to hear the issue.

�This executive order sends a
strong message that it is simply not
acceptable to discriminate against
someone because they fail to live up
to another person�s expectations on
whether they act masculine or feminine
enough,� Alan Van Capelle, executive
director of Empire State Pride Agenda,
the state�s largest gay rights advo-
cate, said in a statement. �Hiring and
promoting decisions should be made
based upon qualifications and perfor-
mance and not on anything else. New
York now begins to catch up to where
many other states have been for quite
a while,� he added.

But the order falls short of what
many other states have approved. It
does not apply to employees working
in the public sector or include housing
and public accommodation provi-
sions like many states have enacted.
Paterson, however, cannot implement
those changes without approval from

the Legislature.
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Lambda Legal Blasts Feds
For Again Denying Spousal
Benefits To Federal Court

KKKKKaren Golinski and Amy Cunninghisaren Golinski and Amy Cunninghisaren Golinski and Amy Cunninghisaren Golinski and Amy Cunninghisaren Golinski and Amy Cunninghis

LOS ANGELES (Observer Up-
date)  - In response to a decision by
the Federal Government to ignore a
ruling by Chief Judge Alex Kozinski of
the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals
that one of its employees, Karen
Golinski, is entitled to spousal health
benefits, Lambda Legal Marriage
Project Director Jennifer C. Pizer
issued the following statement:

We are once again surprised
and shocked that the Obama Adminis-
tration is rejecting another chance to
do the right and legal thing, disregard-
ing both the order, and the substantive
analysis, of the Chief Judge of the
Ninth Circuit about what federal law
and the Ninth Circuit�s employment
rules require in this case.

Chief Judge Kozinski has con-
cluded that the Ninth Circuit MUST not
discriminate against Karen Golinski
with respect to the health insurance
benefits portion of her compensation,
and that the Separation of Powers
doctrine of the U.S. Constitution autho-
rizes the court to take appropriate
steps to treat its workers fairly, and
prevents employees of the Executive
Branch from interfering with the func-
tioning of the Judicial Branch in these
circumstances.

Judge Kozinski, a Reagan
appointee, is widely regarded as
among the brightest judges on the
federal bench, an expert in issues of
judicial independence, and notable for
his common sense approach.

Lambda Legal believes
Judge Kozinski is clearly correct that
employees of OPM and DOJ do not
have superior authority to interpret
federal law than federal judges.
Lambda Legal also finds it troubling
and very disappointing that the Obama
Administration has chosen to express
its views of these legal questions
through Friday-afternoon press state-
ments stating that it will not comply with
Judge Kozinski�s direct orders, rather
than by presenting its legal reasoning
to Judge Kozinski in this proceeding
so that we can respond on Ms.
Golinski�s behalf in the duly-estab-
lished administrative forum in which
Ms. Golinski is required to present her
discrimination claim.

OPM has never disputed that
this administrative forum is the appro-
priate venue for this discrimination

claim, and yet has refused to partici-
pate and present its views, and now,
again, refuses to respect both Judge
Kozinski�s duly-issued order and his
direct and clear legal analysis. This
is not the approach to issues of LGBT
equality we had anticipated and
deserve from the Obama Administra-
tion.

Lambda Legal is represent-
ing Karen Golinski in this matter with

the Morrison & Foerster LLP law firm.

Poll FindsPoll FindsPoll FindsPoll FindsPoll Finds
AmericansAmericansAmericansAmericansAmericans
Divided OnDivided OnDivided OnDivided OnDivided On

Gay MarriageGay MarriageGay MarriageGay MarriageGay Marriage
WASHINGTON, DC (Observer

Update) - A new poll released finds
Americans nearly evenly split on gay
marriage, On Top Magazine re-
ported.

The new Angus Reid poll
shows opponents of gay marriage
narrowly edge out supporters. Forty-
three percent of the 1,001 adults
contacted online favor gay marriage,
while 46 percent remain opposed.
The poll�s 3.1 percent margin of error
leaves American�s evenly divided on
the issue.

But when asked if gay
couples deserve �the same rights as
married couples� approval jumped to
53 percent, with only 37 percent
opposed.

Nearly half (47%) of respon-
dents agreed with the statement: �Do
you think being homosexual is some-
thing people choose to be?� Thirty-
four said being gay was �something
people are born with.� Another 19%
said they were not sure.

The results come on the
same day D.C. Mayor Adrian Fenty
signed a gay marriage bill into law
and after a spate of defeats for the
marriage equality movement in the
U.S., including the death of a gay
marriage bill in the New York Senate
and the repeal of Maine�s gay
marriage law approved by lawmak-
ers in the spring. Gay marriage
advocates in New Jersey are lobby-
ing lawmakers to approve a gay
marriage bill before Governor-elect
Chris Christie, a gay marriage oppo-
nent, takes office.
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The president of Uganda has
said that he will veto a bill making its
way through parliament that would
severely punish people for aiding or
abetting homosexual activity.  A state
department official told the DC
Agenda that President Yoweri
Museveni pledged to diplomats that
he would reject the antigay bill. The
legislation, introduced by legislator
David Bahati, would impose the death
penalty on repeat violators of the
already standing ban on gay sex, as
well as on those who have same-sex
relations while HIV-positive.
Museveni told U.S. assistant secretary
of state for African affairs Johnnie
Carson on two separate occasions �
October 24 and December 4 � that he
wouldn�t support the bill, according to
the DC Agenda.  The legislation is
scheduled for a final reading in
January.

Portugal�s Socialist govern-
ment has drawn up a proposal that
would make Portugal the sixth
European country to allow gay
marriage. The law is almost certain
to pass, as the center-left Socialist
government has the support of all
left-of-center parties, who together
have a majority in Parliament. Right-
of-center parties oppose the mea-
sure. The proposal changes Portu-
guese law to remove references to
marriage being between two people
of different sexes, Cabinet Minister
Pedro Silva Pereira told a news
conference, adding the government
will send its proposal to lawmakers
for a debate, probably in January.  If
approved by Parliament, the pro-
posed law goes to Portugal�s
conservative President Anibal
Cavaco Silva, who can ratify or veto
it. A veto can be overturned by
Parliament.

Mexico City lawmakers have
made the city the first in Latin America
to legalize same-sex marriage, a
change that will give homosexual
couples more rights, including
allowing them to adopt children. The
bill passed the capital�s local assem-
bly 39-20 to the cheers of supporters
who yelled: �Yes, we could! Yes, we
could!� Leftist Mayor Marcelo Ebrard
of the Democratic Revolution Party
was widely expected to sign the
measure into law. Mexico City�s left-
led assembly has made several
decisions unpopular elsewhere in this
deeply Roman Catholic country,
including legalizing abortion in the first
12 weeks of pregnancy. That deci-
sion sparked a backlash, with the
majority of Mexico�s other 32 states
enacting legislation declaring life
begins at conception.

The conservative Nation
Action Party of President Felipe
Calderon has vowed to challenge the
gay marriage law in the courts.
However, homosexuality is increas-
ingly accepted in Mexico, with gay
couples openly holding hands in
parts of the capital and the annual
gay pride parade drawing tens of
thousands. The bill calls for changing
the definition of marriage in the city�s
civil code. Marriage is currently
defined as the union of a man and a
woman. The new definition will be �the
free uniting of two people.� The
change would allow same-sex
couples to adopt children, apply for
bank loans together, inherit wealth
and be included in the insurance
policies of their spouse, rights they
were denied under civil unions

allowed in the city.
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by James Withersby James Withersby James Withersby James Withersby James Withers

This story might get lost with all
the attention focused on Washington
DC, but let�s take a moment to
remember Dennis deLeon. The 61
year old activist died on Monday (Dec.
14) of heart failure.

�He was a pioneer and a
visionary, and in his lifetime he sought
to curb and eliminate health disparities
among marginalized communities,�
said a memorial written by the Latino
Commission on AIDS, the organization
he helped create. �As a lawyer and
later a non-profit executive, deLeon
believed in bridging cultural differ-
ences to effect progressive social
change.�

In 1993, deLeon wrote an op-
ed for the New York Times disclosing
his HIV status. At the time he was the
human rights commissioner for New
York City and was fearful that talking
about his health (he had been HIV
positive since 1986) would have
negative consequences.

�When I contemplated disclo-
sure,� deLeon wrote at the time, �I felt
that my hope to continue contributing to

society as a lawyer and human rights
activist was threatened. Would I be
evaluated on my merits if I sought to be
a judge, a law professor, a law firm
member or a governmental appoin-
tee?�

A year after  going public he
formed  the Latino commission on
AIDS, an organization he headed until
recently. That group has been pivotal
in AIDS/HIV outreach in the Latino
community and in 2003 sponsored the
first National Latino AIDS Awareness
Day.

He is survived by Bruce
Kiernan, his partner of 32 years, father,
Jess deLeon, a stepmother, sister, half
brother, and half sister.

Mayor Michael Bloomberg
has ordered all city flags to be lowered
to half staff to honor deLeon.

(James Withers is a contribut-
ing editor for 365Gay.com, from which

this is reprinted.)

AUSTIN, TX (Observer Update) -
Two women are fighting over their right
to divorce in Texas after getting married
in Massachusetts five years ago, re-
ported advocate.com.  Angelique
Naylor of Travis County says her
spouse, who was not identified in press
reports, is contesting the request for a
divorce on the grounds that same-sex
marriage is not recognized in Texas,
according to News 8 Austin.

�My spouse wanted equal rights
on the day that we got married, and now
that we�re back in Texas, the law allows
her to keep assets from me,� Naylor
said in the report. �Now she wants to
step forward and say, �no I don�t want
equal rights, it�s OK to violate the
constitution today as long as I don�t
have to share assets.�

Atty. Gen. Greg Abbott�s office

said in a statement that when two
people of the same sex who want to
end their marriage are in differents
state, the proper legal procedure is
voidance, not divorce. According to
Texas code, the term voidance is
used to terminate marriages between
relatives or between an adult and a
minor.

In October a judge ruled that
a married gay couple living in Dallas
could divorce. Abbott�s office also
intervened in that case, saying that
anti-gay-marriage laws should pre-
vent the state from dissolving the
marriage. Despite the judge�s ruling
that the Texas marriage ban violated
equal protection under the law, Abbott
said he would appeal the ruling �to
defend the traditional definition of
marriage that was approved by

Texas voters.�
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By Cynthia Garcia, President
Wingspan Board of Directors

TUCSON (Observer Update) -  It
has been 5 months since we first
announced some major changes and
challenges at Wingspan. Like many
non-profits, the board and staff have
been working for over a year now to
overcome a downturn in the economy
and decreases in funding. In July, we
announced some pretty drastic mea-
sures to preserve Wingspan. Many in
the community were dismayed. Many
were alarmed. Many of you had
questions. Many of you stepped
forward.

Today we report back to you,
our community, the activities and
results of the past several months.
More importantly, we share with you
our thoughts about re- building
Wingspan�s future.  In July, one of the
many challenges we put forth to the
community was to raise $125,000 by
October 31st, and to enroll 1,000 new,
$25 per month supporters. I am happy
to report that with the help of THIS
community, we made one of these
goals!! During these past four months,
this community held theatre events
and dinners, multi-faith services, of-
fered raffles, played golf, held dance
parties and gave their time and hard-
earned money to raise $133,880 for
Wingspan!! Although we did not sign-
up as many monthly supporters as we
had hoped, the larger fundraising
achievement is significant for the vote
it casts from the community. We have
taken note. This community has
stepped forward to communicate with
pride the important role Wingspan
plays in Southern Arizona! Thank you!

We have heard stories from
family members of LGBT community
members: �There has to be a Wing-
span.�  We have heard stories from
health care professionals who have
referred kids and transgender commu-
nity members to us, �Wingspan saves
lives.�  Wingspan funders have contin-
ued to step forward to both RENEW
grants and fund NEW grants important
to the core programs of Wingspan! Our
Anti- Violence Program (AVP), Eon
Youth Program, the Southern Arizona
Gender Alliance (SAGA), Senior Pride
Program, Rainbow Families and the
Community Center have not only
survived this past year, but are thriving
with staff and volunteer support, serv-
ing hundreds of community members
in Southern Arizona.

We completed the move to
the new smaller space across the
street and are now located at 430 E. 7th
Street. Some of you may have seen
the space after the Tucson Pride
parade in October. One of the many
hidden gems has been the strength-
ened connections made by the board,
staff, volunteers and youth. The energy
feels good in the smaller space. The
staff morale is UP and the youth
numbers are UP! Youth visits are as
high as they were when EON was
located in a busier downtown area. We
encourage you to visit the space if you
haven�t already.

Currently, Wingspan has 17
secured grants and collaborator con-
tracts that support our core programs
and services. These grants totaling
over $460,000, account for 74% of our
total budget.  Notably, our grants
include Federal Recovery Act money
and a new 5 year federal grant that will
continue to formalize our youth pro-

gram collaboration with SAAF, CODAC
Behavioral Health Services and Open
Inn. This grant will provide an on-site
therapist for Eon Youth participants
and will continue to support sexual
health information and workshops.

Additionally, Eon shares a
Federal grant with Open Inn to provide
12 housing units for LGBT homeless
and near-homeless youth. This grant
is one of three in the country that
provides such services. Just last
month, over 110 young people visited
the Eon Youth Center. Many of these
youth come to Eon on a daily basis to
participate in support groups, social
events, educational workshops or to
receive life saving referrals and sup-
plies such as bus passes and clothes
so that they can continue to survive on
the streets or in transitional housing.
Eon has over 300 repeat visitors a
month!

Our Anti-Violence Program
staff continue to train hundreds of
service providers in best practices for
working with LGBT survivors of vio-
lence. Our rural outreach has extended
to Yuma, Ajo, Bisbee and Nogales.
This past month alone, the Anti-
Violence program staff and volunteers
provided support and resources to 55
people who were either in an abusive
relationship, were traumatized by a
hate crime, or were in need of
resources to help them live and work
without facing discrimination.

The Southern Arizona Gender
Alliance has reached thousands of
individuals through the website, phone
calls and walk-in visits at the center.
Three different support and social
groups continue for SAGA participants
on a monthly basis. Starting in Janu-
ary, Desert Partnerz will meet at the
community center once again.

Our community center hours,
Monday through Friday, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
are only a fraction of what they have
been in the past. However, our Cyber
Center, library and meeting space are
still fully utilized by community mem-
bers. Some meeting participants such
as our monthly Senior Pride members,
have created a safe and welcoming
space for LGBT people outside of
Wingspan, by hosting their monthly
Senior Pride Meeting at Himmel Park.

Other Wingspan activities out-
side of the center also included
Tucson Latin Gay Pride Week that
took place in early October and
reached over 100 new LGBT and
allied people in Southern Arizona.
Most recently, our participation in
Transgender Awareness Week pro-
vided educational and social events
for over 200 community members,
including students, families, seniors,
and allies. There were over 100
attendees at Tucson�s National
Transgender Day of Remembrance
last month.

Some have asked, �How has
Wingspan done it without an Executive
Director or without Development staff?�
It�s not been easy, but EVERYone has
stepped up. The past 4 months have
renewed my confidence in what this
community of dedicated volunteers
can create and sustain. Front desk,
program, board and administrative
volunteers have put in thousands of
hours, quite literally, into maintaining
our community center and program-
ming for LGBT communities. This effort
and support from volunteers fosters a
positive working environment and staff

morale is high. We will begin 2010
with 10 full-time staff members,
dozens of committed program volun-
teers, hundreds of participants and
community members, a vibrant com-
munity center and a new grant-
funded AVP office next to our current
space. All this made possible by you
the community of Wingspan.

As we continue to strengthen
the program branches of our tree, we
remain focused on the trunk of our
organization and continue to train
and support dedicated volunteers
who focus on the day to day tasks
involved in keeping an organization
running. Wingspan is in a recovery
period. We are not perfect. We still
have much work to do over the next
36 months to re-build the
organization�s assets and business.
We know the organization needs to
continue to adjust and evolve to
thrive again. We must continue to
plan strategically while we work in
the day-to-day realities of limited
staffing and a lingering economic
recovery. We know what it takes in
finance, development and human
resources to continue to maintain a
well- run organization. We have
been assessing the climate and
infrastructure of the organization and
now are working to set the course
forward for the next three to five
years. We continue to evaluate
back-office collaboration with other
non-profits. It is our fiduciary respon-
sibility and commitment to remain
open to evaluating all options to truly
sustain and protect the mission of
Wingspan.

We have made good

progress in these months since July. We
have been �shoring up� Wingspan to
preserve the core. We are current on our
Accounts Payable and Line of Credit
payments. Our year-to- date October net
income is higher NOW than it was in
2008, which included dinner income, but
also included more staff infrastructure
and space. Wingspan�s finances are
professionally managed through a finan-
cial management contract with the
Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation, to
whom we are grateful. We have restruc-
tured tasks, eliminated some tasks and
have trained volunteers and board
members to continue with essential
tasks. The board and staff continues to
review and revise operational policies,
procedures and best practices, to
ensure Wingspan is more efficient than
ever with every dollar we raise. We are
small again, so now is the time to
become more nimble. We have the
opportunity now to build a strong
foundation for the future. We must
continue to build that foundation together
and we can do it with your help!

As well, key to Wingspan�s
foundation is the staff. The staff members
are dedicated, smart, creative, caring
and insightful. .They have forged an
amazing team through all of this. I am
proud to be associated with this very
talented group of people! They are the
future of Wingspan. You are the future of
Wingspan.

Thank you all for your support,
encouragement, suggestions, questions
and commitment. Together we build
community, Together we are Wingspan!
Happy Holidays, and Best Wishes to
you in the New Year.  In gratitude and

pride.
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  COMMENTA RY. . . .
by John Corvino

It was late-November 1989,
a year after I first came out. I had
been dating a guy named Michael
for over a month, which made him (in
my mind, at least) my first �real�
boyfriend. I was twenty and he was
turning twenty-two, and we decided
to drive into the city to celebrate his
birthday. �The city� was Manhattan. I
was living with my parents on Long
Island while going to college;
Michael lived nearby. Together with
his cousin and his cousin�s boy-
friend, we piled into my 1985 Camry
and made the trek west along the
Long Island Expressway, crossing
the Williamsburg Bridge into the Big
Apple.

Dinner, then drinks, then
dancing�or more accurately, sitting
in the corner flirting while other
people danced. It was the kind of
young love (lust?) that makes one
largely oblivious to one�s surround-
ings. So perhaps we shouldn�t have
been surprised, upon exiting the
club, to discover that it had been
snowing for several hours�hard. No
one had predicted a blizzard that
night, and it wasn�t as if we could
check the weather on our iPhones.
(Remember, it was 1989.)

We rushed back to the car

and headed slowly home. About a third
of the way across the Williamsburg
Bridge, traffic stopped. We waited a
minute, then five, then ten�and still no
movement. The snow around us was
blinding. Meanwhile, the cousin and his
boyfriend were soundly asleep in the
back seat. So Michael and I did what
any two young lovebirds would do in
such a situation: we started making out
in the car.

We kissed; we caressed; we
cuddled.  It felt like we were there for an
hour, though again, we were largely
oblivious to time and space. It was
joyous. Eventually the traffic flow
resumed and we made it home okay.
Michael dumped me a few weeks later
(Merry Christmas, indeed) and what
remained of our relationship was more
disastrous than that night�s weather.
But twenty years and numerous
boyfriends later, I still count that bridge
experience as one of the magical
moments of my life.

It wasn�t just because it was
new and exciting, or because of the
Frank Capra setting (Snow on a
bridge? Seriously?). It was because, at
a time in my life when I still struggled to
make sense of being �different,� the
experience sent a powerful, visceral
message: gay is good.

The message didn�t arrive
by means of a philosophical
argument or through someone
else�s testimony. It came through
direct experience. Those once-
scary feelings were suddenly a font
of great beauty, and intimacy, and
comfort. I had previously figured it
out in my head. Finally, I knew it in
my heart.

In this column I have often
extolled the virtues of long-term
relationships. I believe in those
virtues�and am ever grateful for my
eight-year partnership with Mark, the
love of my life.

But I don�t believe (and
indeed, have never believed) that
homosexuality has moral value
ONLY in the context of long-term
relationships�any more than
heterosexuality does. That quick
flirtatious glance across a crowded
room; that awkward kiss with the
cute stranger at the party�such
moments make life joyful, and there
is great moral value in joy.

And so, this holiday, I wish
my readers joy.

It has been an incredible,
fast-paced year on the gay-rights
front. We gained marriage equality

in several states only to lose it again in
Maine; we had ballot victories in
Washington State and Kalamazoo, MI;
we elected a lesbian mayor in Houston
and a gay City-Council President in
Detroit.

There are reasons to be
hopeful, and there is much work left to
be done. We will keep fighting the good
fight.

Yet let us also step back and
enjoy the simple yet profound joy that is
part and parcel of why we�re fighting.
Kiss someone under the mistletoe, and
remember: life is good.

Wishing you all the best in
2010.

(John Corvino, Ph.D. is an
author, speaker, and philosophy
professor at Wayne State University in
Detroit. His column �The Gay Moralist�
appears on 365gay.com, from which
this is reprinted.)

LONDON - A senior BBC
executive apologized Thursday for
hosting an online debate over
whether gays should face capital
punishment in Uganda,
365Gay.com reported.The broad-
caster drew criticism from some
lawmakers and users for the
discussion forum, which ran under
the headline: �Should homosexuals
face execution?�

BBC�s �Africa Have Your
Say� Web site asked for people�s
views on a proposed Ugandan law
that would punish some homo-

sexual acts by life imprisonment or
death. The African country�s parliament
is also considering rules that could jail
family and friends for up to seven
years if they fail to report their homo-
sexuality to authorities. Critics com-
plained that the debate was sensation-
alist and inappropriate. Lynne
Featherstone, an opposition lawmaker
with the Liberal Democrats, said she
was deeply offended that the BBC
thought it legitimate to debate killing
gays.

BBC World Service director
Peter Horrocks wrote in a blog posted

on the broadcaster�s Web site: �We
apologize for any offense it
caused.� He said the headline was
too stark in hindsight. Editors had
changed it to �Should Uganda
debate gay execution?� after they
closed down the debate. He added,

however, that the program was a
legitimate and responsible attempt to
encourage discussion about a crucial
African issue. The program provided �a
platform for debate that otherwise
would not exist across the continent
and beyond,� he wrote.

Johnson: Honest Talks Can End HomophobiaJohnson: Honest Talks Can End HomophobiaJohnson: Honest Talks Can End HomophobiaJohnson: Honest Talks Can End HomophobiaJohnson: Honest Talks Can End Homophobia
HOUSTON, TX (Observer

Update) - Journalist Jeff Johnson
called on the black community to
have more honest conversations
about sexual orientation after
Houston mayor-elect Annise
Parker was attacked by opponents
because she is a lesbian,
advocate.com reported.

Parker defeated city
attorney Gene Locke in the may-
oral race on December 12, but it
wasn�t without attacks from antigay
voters who claimed that she was
out to spread a �gay agenda�
across Houston.  �What�s interest-
ing to me, is that many, not all, but

many of the most vocal critics of
Parker from the African-American
community were willing to unite with
political conservatives that in many
cases they wouldn�t even want to sit
down to dinner with,� Johnson said
Thursday during a segment on the
nationally syndicated Tom Joyner
Morning Show.

To put an end to the ho-
mophobia, Johnson said black
people must be willing to talk openly
about homosexuality, and churches
should take steps to quash ho-
mophobic speech.  �If we�re gonna
be serious,� he said, �we want to lift
up this notion that there�s a problem,

and there�s a crisis with down-low
brothers � that down-low brothers
are leading the AIDS epidemic �
and not recognize that we have a
community that is unwilling to
embrace its own brothers that are
gay. So if I can�t go home to see

my mama, because she�s going to kill
me, because I�m gay, you�re damn
right I�m going to be down-low. So
how are we going to start having
honest conversations about the fact
that these are our brothers, our
sisters, our fathers, our sons, our

daughters.�
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Community BarsCommunity BarsCommunity BarsCommunity BarsCommunity Bars

A.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCC -  -  -  -  -      METROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITAN

              COMMUNITY CHURCH              COMMUNITY CHURCH              COMMUNITY CHURCH              COMMUNITY CHURCH              COMMUNITY CHURCH

3269 N. Mountain  - 292-9151

B.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo  - 622-4626

D.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAN

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations

1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-2900 E. Broadway 318-2900 E. Broadway 318-2900 E. Broadway 318-2900 E. Broadway 318-

48384838483848384838

2.  IBT�S2.  IBT�S2.  IBT�S2.  IBT�S2.  IBT�S
     616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4ththththth Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053

3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N
     1239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 6ththththth Ave.  882- Ave.  882- Ave.  882- Ave.  882- Ave.  882-

82248224822482248224

5.  WOODY�S5.  WOODY�S5.  WOODY�S5.  WOODY�S5.  WOODY�S
     3710 N. Oracle Rd,3710 N. Oracle Rd,3710 N. Oracle Rd,3710 N. Oracle Rd,3710 N. Oracle Rd,

292-6702292-6702292-6702292-6702292-6702

6.  COYOTE MOON PUB6.  COYOTE MOON PUB6.  COYOTE MOON PUB6.  COYOTE MOON PUB6.  COYOTE MOON PUB
 915 W. Prince Rd.  293- 915 W. Prince Rd.  293- 915 W. Prince Rd.  293- 915 W. Prince Rd.  293- 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-

73397339733973397339

 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-5305 E. Speedway 323-5305 E. Speedway 323-5305 E. Speedway 323-5305 E. Speedway 323-

18401840184018401840

430 E. 7th Street -624-1779
E.   SE.   SE.   SE.   SE.   S.A.A.F.A.A.F.A.A.F.A.A.F.A.A.F..... -  -  -  -  - 375 S. Euclid   628-7223

G. TIHANG. TIHANG. TIHANG. TIHANG. TIHAN -  -  -  -  - Tucson Interfaith HIV-AIDS
 Network - 1101 N. Craycroft

Suite 301 - 299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTERH. EON YOUTH CENTERH. EON YOUTH CENTERH. EON YOUTH CENTERH. EON YOUTH CENTER

620-6245

It WIt WIt WIt WIt Was A Bumpas A Bumpas A Bumpas A Bumpas A Bumpy Night!y Night!y Night!y Night!y Night!
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FREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATIONFREE CONSULTATION

WEEKLY OBSERVERWEEKLY OBSERVERWEEKLY OBSERVERWEEKLY OBSERVERWEEKLY OBSERVER

* Certified Trainer* Certified Trainer* Certified Trainer* Certified Trainer* Certified Trainer

* Body Work* Body Work* Body Work* Body Work* Body Work

                     PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL PERSONAL
    TRAINING    TRAINING    TRAINING    TRAINING    TRAINING

   TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

520-615-6436520-615-6436520-615-6436520-615-6436520-615-6436

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org

P. O. Box13312P. O. Box13312P. O. Box13312P. O. Box13312P. O. Box13312
            Tucson, AZ  85732            Tucson, AZ  85732            Tucson, AZ  85732            Tucson, AZ  85732            Tucson, AZ  85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

Check Out My Web SiteCheck Out My Web SiteCheck Out My Web SiteCheck Out My Web SiteCheck Out My Web Site

  www.halbardach-artwork.com

Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank YouThank You
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WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - Washington, DC Mayor Adrian M. Fenty signed into law a gay marriage bill,
sparking a renewed push by opponents to ban the institution in the city, reported On Top Magazine.

Fenty, 39, signed the bill at a public ceremony at All Souls Church, a gay_friendly Unitarian Universalist congregation
located in the diverse neighborhood of Columbia Heights. Robert Hardies, All Souls� senior pastor, told the Washington Post
that the church was �honored to be able to host this historic bill_signing.�

Hardies� work as co_chairman of D.C. Clergy United for Marriage Equality, a group of nearly 200 ministers who favor
the legalization of gay marriage in the District, put his church in a favorable position to host the event. �The signing of this bill
marks a watershed moment for human rights in the District of Columbia,� Hardies told attendees. �No longer will gay and
lesbian couples be denied the fundamental right to marriage in our nation�s capital.� �I applaud Mayor Fenty and the D.C.
Council for standing on the side of love and ending discrimination against gay and lesbian Washingtonians,� he added.

But a second group of religious leaders are at the heart of an effort to block the bill from taking effect and want to ban
the institution in the District.

DDDDD.C.C.C.C.C. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Marriariariariariaggggge Bill Signed Into Lae Bill Signed Into Lae Bill Signed Into Lae Bill Signed Into Lae Bill Signed Into Lawwwww

SporSporSporSporSports Lets Lets Lets Lets Legggggendendendendend
GarGarGarGarGareth Teth Teth Teth Teth Thomas Comes Outhomas Comes Outhomas Comes Outhomas Comes Outhomas Comes Out

Hospital THospital THospital THospital THospital To Chango Chango Chango Chango Change Anti-Gae Anti-Gae Anti-Gae Anti-Gae Anti-Gayyyyy
VVVVVisitaisitaisitaisitaisitation Rtion Rtion Rtion Rtion Rulesulesulesulesules

Personal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal Training

3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal
Training PackageTraining PackageTraining PackageTraining PackageTraining Package

Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!
Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3

month gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membership
Call AndrewCall AndrewCall AndrewCall AndrewCall Andrew

520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649

Gately Widower Files Columnist ComplaintGately Widower Files Columnist ComplaintGately Widower Files Columnist ComplaintGately Widower Files Columnist ComplaintGately Widower Files Columnist Complaint
LONDON - The civil partner of deceased British singer Stephen Gately (pictured) has filed a formal complaint about

Daily Mail columnist Jan Moir, who called the circumstances of his death �sleazy� and criticized same_sex partnerships in an
article published one day before the funeral, reported advocate.com.

According to The Guardian, widower Andrew Cowles �complained through his solicitors, Mishcon de Reya, citing
breaches of accuracy, intrusion into grief or shock and discrimination.� Gately, a singer for Boyzone, died while on vacation
in Majorca in October. The cause was a buildup of fluid on his lungs, which investigators ruled was due to natural causes.

The U.K.�s Press Complaints Commission received 25,000 complaints from the public, according to TheGuardian,
but Cowles is the first person directly affected by the article to complain.  Moir denied that her article, headlined �A Strange,
Lonely and Troubling Death,� struck a homophobic tone. She was called the Stonewall Bigot of the Year as a result of her
work.

CARDIFF, Wales (Observer Update) - Gareth Thomas, a British sports legend
and international rugby star, has announced that he is gay. The 35_year old
who retired from internationals after the 2007 World Cup, but still plays for Welsh
provincial side Cardiff Blues, also says he doesn�t want to be known as �a gay
rugby player.�

�I don�t want to be known as a gay rugby player,� Thomas says in an
interview with British newspaper The Daily Mail. �I am a rugby player first and
foremost. I am a man. I just happen to be gay. It�s irrelevant. What I choose to do
when I close the door at home has nothing to do with what I have achieved in
rugby.�

Thomas married his childhood sweetheart Jemma in 2002, but the two
were separated in 2006 and their divorce is being finalized.

�I�ve been through all sorts of emotions with this, tears, anger and
absolute despair,� Thomas adds. �I wasn�t sure if I ever wanted to let people
know and, to be honest, I feel anxious about people�s reactions and the effect it
might have on my family.�

He also admits that it had been �really tough� hiding his sexuality, but he
hopes coming out would help future generations of rugby players.

Thomas says that his close family and friends have accepted his
decision and will continue to support him, but that he has no plans to launch a
�crusade� but wants to send a �positive message� to other gay people.

FRESNO, CA (Observer Update)
- A hospital has agreed to revise its visi-
tation policy after hospital staff refused
to allow a woman to see her female
partner, 365Gay.com reported.

Teresa Rowe, a Bay Area resi-
dent who attended the Meet in the
Middle 4 Equality rally in May, was
barred for several hours from visiting
her partner, Kristin Orbin, in Fresno�s
Community Regional Medical Center.
Orbin had suffered epileptic seizure fol-
lowing a 14_mile walk as part of the
marriage equality rally. According to
Rowe, hospital staff ignored her re-
quests to speak with doctors about her
partner�s medical history.

The hospital agreed to change

its visitation policy regarding LGBT
patients and their families following a
demand letter sent by the American
Civil Liberties and the National Center
for Lesbian Rights.

�While an apology would
have been nice, we are pleased that
this incident will help put an end to un-
fair treatment of LGBT patients and their
family members,� Rowe said in an
NCLR statement. �But while the policy
changes are extremely welcome and
necessary, this incident has also un-
derscored that, ultimately, allowing
same_sex couples to marry is the only
way to guarantee the respect and rec-
ognition that will prevent this kind of
treatment.�
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CHILL  WITH  ACHILL  WITH  ACHILL  WITH  ACHILL  WITH  ACHILL  WITH  A
SUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMERSUMMER
MASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00Starting @ $49.00Starting @ $49.00Starting @ $49.00Starting @ $49.00

Outcall only 24/7Outcall only 24/7Outcall only 24/7Outcall only 24/7Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & CourteousFriendly & CourteousFriendly & CourteousFriendly & CourteousFriendly & Courteous
GuyGuyGuyGuyGuy

TONY 520-390-0330TONY 520-390-0330TONY 520-390-0330TONY 520-390-0330TONY 520-390-0330

Personal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal TrainingPersonal Training

3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal3 Month Personal
Training PackageTraining PackageTraining PackageTraining PackageTraining Package

Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!Only $20 per hour!
Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3Includes a FREE 3

month gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membershipmonth gym membership
Call AndrewCall AndrewCall AndrewCall AndrewCall Andrew

520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649520-909-4649

NetfNetfNetfNetfNetflix Accidentally Tlix Accidentally Tlix Accidentally Tlix Accidentally Tlix Accidentally Told Evold Evold Evold Evold Everyeryeryeryeryone Ifone Ifone Ifone Ifone If  Y Y Y Y You�ou�ou�ou�ou�rrrrreeeee
GaGaGaGaGayyyyy, And T, And T, And T, And T, And This Closeted Lesbian Mom Ain�his Closeted Lesbian Mom Ain�his Closeted Lesbian Mom Ain�his Closeted Lesbian Mom Ain�his Closeted Lesbian Mom Ain�ttttt

HaHaHaHaHaving Itving Itving Itving Itving It

NeNeNeNeNevvvvvada Boarada Boarada Boarada Boarada Board Add Add Add Add Advvvvvancesancesancesancesances
 Attempt T Attempt T Attempt T Attempt T Attempt To Ofo Ofo Ofo Ofo Offffffer Staer Staer Staer Staer State�te�te�te�te�s 1sts 1sts 1sts 1sts 1st

Male PrMale PrMale PrMale PrMale Prostitutesostitutesostitutesostitutesostitutes

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
Nothing you put on the Internet is a se-
cret. Ever. Despite what assurances are
made to you by YouTube, Facebook,
Gmail, Amazon, or in this case, Netflix,
there�s a very real possibility your per-
sonal data will leak, and it will embar-
rass you, queerty.com reported. That�s
the hard lesson being learned by a clos-
eted lesbian mom, who is suing the
movies_by_mail company for revealing
her sexuality. Except she�s got a great
case, given that video rental records are
actually among the most federally pro-
tected records in all the land.

In trying to create a smarter rec-
ommendation algorithm, Netflix
launched a $1 million prize project and
opened up its data records, �anony-
mously,� to contest entrants. Except that
supposedly unidentifiable data of nearly
a half million customers � including the
rating you gave a movie, when, and the
reviews you�ve posted about it � was
easily matched up with other data, like
that of IMDB, to reveal an anonymous
Netflix user�s real identity. Reports
Wired: So it wasn�t surprising that just
weeks after the contest began, two Uni-
versity of Texas researchers � Arvind
Narayanan and Vitaly Shmatikov � iden-
tified several NetFlix users by compar-

ing their �anonymous� reviews in the
Netflix data to ones posted on the
Internet Movie Database website. Rev-
elations included identifying their po-
litical leanings and sexual orientation.
Does this lesbian mom � identified only
as Jane Doe in Doe v. Netflix, which is
seeking $2,500 in damages for every
Netflix customer � have a case? Very
possibly. But video records count
among the most privacy protected
records in the U.S. � a reaction to a
reporter getting Supreme Court�nomi-
nee Robert Bork�s records from a video
store. The lead attorney on the new suit,
Joseph Malley, recently reached a
multimillion_dollar settlement with
Facebook over its failed Beacon pro-
gram, which drew fire in part for sharing
users� Blockbuster rentals with their
friends.

Meanwhile, in its mission to
make its recommendation engine,
Netflix is working on a second contest.
Except this time it would also make
available members� ZIP codes, ages,
and genders � all but guaranteeing an
increase in the number of recognizable
�anonymous� customers. And all but
guaranteeing more privacy violations,
which is why Jane Doe�s lawsuit is ask-
ing a court to nix the second contest.
It�s understandable why your movie

rental records are considered so pri-
vate: Your viewing habits, like your li-
brary book check_out data, tell an aw-
ful lot about your person. And because
these things (movies, books) are con-
sumed in the privacy of your home,
there�s a reasonable expectation of pri-
vacy. Not only does federal statute (the
Video Privacy Protection Act) make it a
crime to release such data (and some
states, like Michigan, go even farther),
but Netflix�s own privacy policy says it
won�t tell anyone if you like Brokeback
Mountain or Eating Out 3. What�s shock-
ing, however, is that your Netflix movie
rentals are given broader federal pri-
vacy protections than the arguably
more personal data you upload to
Facebook � all of which is very, very
identifiable. And even more capable of
outing you.

LAS VEGAS, NV (Observer Up-
date) - The owner of a brothel more than
two hours� drive from Las Vegas said
she hopes to hire Nevada�s first legal
male prostitutes within a month, now that
state health officials have approved a
method to test men for infectious dis-
eases.

The world is ready for women,
or even other men, to legally buy sex,
said Shady Lady Ranch owner Bobbi
Davis. Plus, being the first to offer male
service could boost business in tough
economic times, she said. �With so many
other male revues going on in Vegas,
we thought it was time to give this a try,�
Davis told The Associated Press.

Until now, men have been effec-
tively barred from legally plying the

world�s oldest profession in Nevada by
the specificity of a state health law re-
quiring prostitutes to undergo frequent
cervical testing for sexually transmitted
diseases. The health board approved
a regulation to allow urethral testing for
men � a crucial rule change by the state
agency with ultimate power over
whether prostitutes can or can�t work.
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---FOR SALE ----------FOR SALE---------------FOR SALE ----------FOR SALE---------------FOR SALE ----------FOR SALE---------------FOR SALE ----------FOR SALE---------------FOR SALE ----------FOR SALE------------

A real classic car.  Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in showroom condition.  It�s a 2000A real classic car.  Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in showroom condition.  It�s a 2000A real classic car.  Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in showroom condition.  It�s a 2000A real classic car.  Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in showroom condition.  It�s a 2000A real classic car.  Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in showroom condition.  It�s a 2000
model but they don�t make them like this baby anymore.  Low mileage (110,000) and too manymodel but they don�t make them like this baby anymore.  Low mileage (110,000) and too manymodel but they don�t make them like this baby anymore.  Low mileage (110,000) and too manymodel but they don�t make them like this baby anymore.  Low mileage (110,000) and too manymodel but they don�t make them like this baby anymore.  Low mileage (110,000) and too many
extras to list here.  You name it - it�s got it, including heated seats for those who hate sittingextras to list here.  You name it - it�s got it, including heated seats for those who hate sittingextras to list here.  You name it - it�s got it, including heated seats for those who hate sittingextras to list here.  You name it - it�s got it, including heated seats for those who hate sittingextras to list here.  You name it - it�s got it, including heated seats for those who hate sitting
on cold leather in the middle of winter.  Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $8,000.  Call 622-7176on cold leather in the middle of winter.  Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $8,000.  Call 622-7176on cold leather in the middle of winter.  Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $8,000.  Call 622-7176on cold leather in the middle of winter.  Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $8,000.  Call 622-7176on cold leather in the middle of winter.  Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $8,000.  Call 622-7176
and leave message.and leave message.and leave message.and leave message.and leave message.

MASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGEMASSAGE

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

FOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENTFOR RENT

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

VERY LARGE 2BD.VERY LARGE 2BD.VERY LARGE 2BD.VERY LARGE 2BD.VERY LARGE 2BD.  Mountain
and Ft. Lowell.  Bike path to UA.  1st

month free with year�s lease. No dogs.
$695.  682-7877.  Best to call after 5:00
pm 1327

SERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICESSERVICES
A L T E R A T I O N S & A N DA L T E R A T I O N S & A N DA L T E R A T I O N S & A N DA L T E R A T I O N S & A N DA L T E R A T I O N S & A N D

REPAIRSREPAIRSREPAIRSREPAIRSREPAIRSLet me keep your clothes
fitting properly and in good repair.
Experienced � Economical �  Prompt.
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264 in Tuc-
son. 1330

ROOMMATEROOMMATEROOMMATEROOMMATEROOMMATE
ROOMMATE WANTED.  Fur-

nished room with private bath.  South-
west location. $450 per month, utilities
included except phone.  No pets,
nonsmoker, $300 deposit.  For info call
Ray at (520)578-9045. 1325

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
ECLECTIC FLEA - ARTSY, USEDECLECTIC FLEA - ARTSY, USEDECLECTIC FLEA - ARTSY, USEDECLECTIC FLEA - ARTSY, USEDECLECTIC FLEA - ARTSY, USED
off-beat retro and uncommon finds.off-beat retro and uncommon finds.off-beat retro and uncommon finds.off-beat retro and uncommon finds.off-beat retro and uncommon finds.
Fun, thoughtful gifts, soulful decorFun, thoughtful gifts, soulful decorFun, thoughtful gifts, soulful decorFun, thoughtful gifts, soulful decorFun, thoughtful gifts, soulful decor
y mas.  265 S. Park (Lost Barrioy mas.  265 S. Park (Lost Barrioy mas.  265 S. Park (Lost Barrioy mas.  265 S. Park (Lost Barrioy mas.  265 S. Park (Lost Barrio
Warehouse District) East of Euclid/Warehouse District) East of Euclid/Warehouse District) East of Euclid/Warehouse District) East of Euclid/Warehouse District) East of Euclid/
South of Broadway.  12-4 p.m.South of Broadway.  12-4 p.m.South of Broadway.  12-4 p.m.South of Broadway.  12-4 p.m.South of Broadway.  12-4 p.m.
eclecticf lea.comeclecticf lea.comeclecticf lea.comeclecticf lea.comeclecticf lea.com 13281328132813281328

Poet�s Corner

QUALITY TERRIFIC MAS-QUALITY TERRIFIC MAS-QUALITY TERRIFIC MAS-QUALITY TERRIFIC MAS-QUALITY TERRIFIC MAS-
SAGE.  Sensual TANTRIC SES-SAGE.  Sensual TANTRIC SES-SAGE.  Sensual TANTRIC SES-SAGE.  Sensual TANTRIC SES-SAGE.  Sensual TANTRIC SES-
SIONS!  My sensitive touch givesSIONS!  My sensitive touch givesSIONS!  My sensitive touch givesSIONS!  My sensitive touch givesSIONS!  My sensitive touch gives
you the ultimate experience!  Cre-you the ultimate experience!  Cre-you the ultimate experience!  Cre-you the ultimate experience!  Cre-you the ultimate experience!  Cre-
ating a sacred space, for 28 years.ating a sacred space, for 28 years.ating a sacred space, for 28 years.ating a sacred space, for 28 years.ating a sacred space, for 28 years.
Marc - 881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM)Marc - 881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM)Marc - 881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM)Marc - 881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM)Marc - 881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM)
Touching Tucson men since 1981.Touching Tucson men since 1981.Touching Tucson men since 1981.Touching Tucson men since 1981.Touching Tucson men since 1981.
Discounts to students.Discounts to students.Discounts to students.Discounts to students.Discounts to students. 13301330133013301330

NICE, AFFECTIONATE, PLAY-
FUL, healthy, fifty-something HIV- bot-
tom, enjoys being seduced, non-to-
bacco smoker, looking for nice 18+HIV-
top friend.  Email: 42405@live.com

1343
FUN CARING, MATURE HIV- Domi-
nate Bottom, for 18-35 HIV- Submissive
Top. Email: Tucsonfun1@live.com

1333
LOOKING FOR VINCENT

MARTINEZ, JR.  , JR.  , JR.  , JR.  , JR.  Last known address
in Tucson.  Sought by niece Tara
Jeanne Martinez. Please contact:
Tarajm1234@hotmail.com 1328

THE VODKA BOTTLE

Draw the line on vodka bottles
Help to fight the addicts thirst
The liquid in the bottom
Brings out in the worst.
Draw the line on vodka bottles
A line drawn in the sand
Stop your drinking, we implore you
Your drinking should be banned.
Lives lost in vodka bottles
Can never be re-claimed
That liquid in the bottle
Just simply leaves you maimed.
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BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO � a
social club for bears and bigger, more
robust men (and of course, those who
prefer their company). For more info, Call
the Bears Hotline (520)829-0117 or write
P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910
of visit our website at www.botop.com All
are welcome to our general meetings/
potlucks on the 2nd Friday of every
month, at 3202 E. 1st St. (the �Ward 6"
Office Bldg.) Just south of Speedway &
East of Country Club. PotLuck Dinner
begins at 6:30 and the monthly meeting
follows at 7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Af-
fected by someone�s drinking? Meeting
every Tuesday 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at
Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas,
Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850 or Ronn 968-
2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Out-
reach to Gay and Lesbian people in
Arizona. Meets monthly. Write to P.O.
Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

T-Squares, Tucson�s Gay & Lesbian
square dance club, dances Tuesdays
6:30-9 pm at the Cornerstone
Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N
Geronimo Ave (Northwest of 1st Ave &
Glenn St). No experience needed, no
partner required! For more information
contact Barb at 886-0716, or visit
www.azgaydance.org.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide
lighting for AIDS and related benefits at
no charge. For more info call Adrienne at
889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUAL-
ITY! St. Philip�s in the Hills Episcopal
Church offers a variety of Gay and
Lesbian groups and services for the
spiritually minded. Come meet the
Family! For more information call Debbie
579-9827 or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop
at 7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson�s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of
pride, hope and laughter for 20 seasons.
Check out our website at
www.desertvoices.org, or call (520)791-
9662 for information about upcoming
concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson
write Awareness Project, 3661 N.
Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus,
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan
Annex, 425 E. 7th Street.  All alcoholics
welcome.

MEN�S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social
organization for men of all ages. Building
an extended Gay family in Tucson.
Monthly social potluck gatherings the
first Saturday of each month and almost
weekly social activities. Call 207-5336
for information and a newsletter. Check
the Non-Bar Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
(TIHAN) offers trained, compassionate
and committed volunteers to provide
services including friendly visits, light
housekeeping, assistance with meals,
shopping, errands, transportation and
companionship for medical appoint-
ments, and respite care for primary care
givers. No judgement or proselytizing -
we are here to be of service. For
information call Scott at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contract TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson�s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meet-
ings the third Thursday of every month.
Call 615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tuc-
son Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA)
meets on the second Wednesday at
845 S. Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson
Pride events: Pride Week, Gay West
and OUToberFEST. For more informa-
tion call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website
at www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers
who provide a safe/compassionate
environment to at-risk patients. Training
every 6 weeks. 694-7063.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites
throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly.
For more information or to make an
appointment call 791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recov-
ery Training) a free non-12-step self-
help alternative for people working to
overcome addictive and other emo-
tional problems meets in Tucson Mon-
day thru Thursdays at different locations.
For more information about SMART,
contact Jennifer at 838-3975.

THIS WAY OUT, 1/2 hour national GLBT
show. 4:30 p.m. on Sundays only on 91.3
FM, Community Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you�d like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-
free environment, please call or email:
888-8010 �til 9pm, or
joycesmth1@aol.com.  The group dines
OUT! and attends shows, movies,
comedy events, etc. Now in our 23rd
year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER
ALLIANCE (SAGA). The Southwest�s
largest transgender and gender-diver-
sity advocacy organization.  Speakers
and panelists available.  General
meetings monthly on the 1st Mondays at
7pm; Dezert Girlz (MTF Support) meets
2nd Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM
Support) meets 3rd Tuesdays at 7pm.
Also serving partners, youth, intersex,
service providers and allies.  Call
(520)624-1779 x26 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP
FOR ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not
a dating club. Discreet. Meetings every
Monday evening. Call for more info.
APEX (Arizona Power Exchange) 602-
415-1123. 24-hr multi-choice message
including information, calendar and
location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators
and citizens about sound AIDS policy.
For more information write AZAPA, 6523
N. 14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or
call 602-279-4805.

SEXUAL  ASSAULT SURVIVORS.
Starting this February, the Tucson Rape
crisis Center will be providing free
confidential group services for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender survi-
vors of all manner of sexual assault.
Interested persons please call Mirto
Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if unavailable
leave message with phone number.

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight

TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS  (T.K.O)
We are a non profit social club that is
open to every one. T.K.O. contributes to
the fellowship and support of the
community, and openly invites new
members and/or guests. Monthly
meetings occur on the first Saturday of
every month at 11:00a.m.,  Please come
and join us! Our next meeting will be held
at the Yard Dog.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima
County Health Department. Gay friendly.
Confidential. Treatment and Medication
too! Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUN-
DATION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and
support groups available. Prevention
education programs. 628-SAAF (7223).
World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson,
AZ 85740-6264. All replies confidential.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet
Tucson for sharing, support and infor-
mation. You are not alone. For more info
call Wingspan, 624-1779.

Start getting more out of life with
TUCSON PRIME TIMERS.   We�re the
local chapter of Prime Timers World-
wide, the preeminent social organiza-
tion for mature gay and bi men as well
as younger (21+) men who enjoy their
company.  Each month we sponsor a
wide range of dining events, cultural
enrichment activities, parties, meetings,
bowling, day trips, picnics, tours and
much more.  Visitors are always
welcome.  For info call our message
phone 520 742-1271. Visit our website:
www.tucsonprimetimers.org

TUCSON INFORMATION
AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service
organizations, health and mental health
services, financial and government
assistance, emergency services such
as food and shelter, education, etc. Call
Information and Referral 325-2111 -
7am-7pm M-F - 9am-5pm weekend and
holidays.

WINGSPAN - Tucson�s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line /
social events / library / meeting space.
Volunteer Opportunities. Board meet-
ings every 2nd Thursday (open to all),
6:00 p.m. Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-
2097. E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org
or call (602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian &
Gay referral service. Business and
individual listings are free of charge. All
information available to anyone just
simply by asking. 322-5655. Leave
message. TucsonSources@aol.com

INNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiri-
tual Counseling and Dream Interpreta-
tion. 579-9020

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP for Les-
bians, Bisexuals, Trans, Queer, Women.
Meets Mondays (6:00 - 7:30pm) at Wing-
span, 425 E. 7th Street, Tucson, AZ 85701.
For more info, pleases contact Brenda
Casey, LMSW 520-694-0247 or
bcassey@umcaz.edu

Education Network meets first Thursday
of every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan,
426 E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People
who wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL AS-
SOCIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED -- Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian  Lutherans
meets 3rd Sunday, 5:30 p.m. each month
at Lutheran Church of the Foothills, 5102
N. Craycroft Rd. For information visit
www.lctucson.org or write: Lutherans
Concerned/Tucson, P.O. Box 40702,
Tucson, AZ 85717-0702.

REVEILLE MEN�S CHORUS rehearses
Monday evenings 7-10pm at the Historic
Y, corner of University Blvd. And 5th Ave.
Join us!!   For info call 304-1758

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join
us for two 20 minute silent sitting
meditations, and reading from Buddhist
Spiritual text and discussion. Bring a
friend and a pillow or cushion. Takes
place every Sunday from 10-11:30AM at
3 Jewels, 314 E. 6th St. Donations
accepted. Contact Maurice Grossman
for more info. 323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment.  Call Megan at Wingspan,
624-1779, ext. 116.  Services are free.

MEN�S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN�s outdoor club for hiking, biking,
camping, boating etc, is now up and
running in the Tucson area.  To join, go
t o S A G E - T u c s o n - s u b s c r i b e
@yahoogroups.com.  See you on the
trails.

MEN�S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP
(Open to all who identify as male and are
18 or older) meets 2nd Tuesday of the
month,  7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion,
3843 E. 37th Street, Tucson, AZ.  (Map
available at www.desertdominion,org)
For those who are kinky or just curious.
No fee, contributions are appreciated,
but not required.

THE BROTHERS OF THE
COMPASSIONATE WAY.  Pagan
spiritual group for gay, bisexual,
transgendered men.  Box 41623, Tucson,
AZ 85717.

NA MEETING WITH GLBT FOCUS
meets Mondays, 6:30pm at Wingspan,
425 E. 7th Street.  This is an open meeting
of Narcotics Anonymous - all are
welcome.  For more info call Bernie W.:
(520) 406-0740.

 TUCSON LATINO M2M - A social
group for Tucson and Sonora Lastinos,
and those who appreciate them..   http:/
/  groups.yahoo.com/group/Tucson
M2M

COPPER RAINBOW BISTRO atCOPPER RAINBOW BISTRO atCOPPER RAINBOW BISTRO atCOPPER RAINBOW BISTRO atCOPPER RAINBOW BISTRO at
David�s Oasis Camping Resort,David�s Oasis Camping Resort,David�s Oasis Camping Resort,David�s Oasis Camping Resort,David�s Oasis Camping Resort,
Bisbee, AZ 520-979-6650Bisbee, AZ 520-979-6650Bisbee, AZ 520-979-6650Bisbee, AZ 520-979-6650Bisbee, AZ 520-979-6650

www.azgaycamping.comwww.azgaycamping.comwww.azgaycamping.comwww.azgaycamping.comwww.azgaycamping.com
Membership Beer and Wine Bar.  An-
nual Member $15.00
Bar Hours:
*Open Fridays, 5-10 p.m. or until last mem-
ber leaves.  Happy Hour 5-7 all drinks
$100 off.
*Open Saturdays 5-10 p.m or until the last
member leaves.   Happy Hour 5-7 all
drinks $1.00 off.
*Open Sundays 2-7 p.m. or until last mem-
ber leaves.  Bottle Beer starts at $1.00
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  BAR CALENDAR
  Of Upcoming Events

    DAILY BAR
     CALENDAR

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY
THE BIZ - Garage Sundays. $1 Well Drinks until

Midnight.  Bring your band and come rock with us.
COLORS - Open  10am - 10pm Champagne

Brunch 10am - 2pm with choice of complimentary
mimosa, Bloody Mary or Screwdriver included.  Happy
Hour 4-7pm $3.75 Skyy Cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and
well.  Appetizers ½ price 4-6.  Brunch served until 2pm.
Dinner served until 10pm.  Nightly dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open 11am.  Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks.  .

IBT�s - Open Noon.  Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer.  Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm.
Burger BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft.  9pm-close Karaoke
inside with Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call
or Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am. Peter�s
Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar 11am-2pm.  Happy Hour
11am-8pm (excluding special events).  Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-8pm.  Back Pocket Patio Bar 2pm-2am.  Beer
Bust 2pm-7pm.  Karaoke with Michael D 9pm-Close.
Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm.  Check our Ad for
Special Events or Parties

MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY
THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8.

$4.25 Long Island, Tokyo and Long Beach Teas, all nite
with sexy Spencer.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm.  Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.75 Skyy Cocktails, $3 Domestics & Well.  ½ price
appetizers 4-6pm.  Dinner served until 10;m.  Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
- 8 p.m. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 lg.  Bucket o� Beer - $10 Domestic, $12
Imports and microbrews (4 beers to a bucket, for 2 or more
people, Some brands excluded).

IBT�s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close $5 Scratch Long
Island Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with �All
Request Music�.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am.  Happy
Hour 11am--8pm (excl spec events) Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm Back Pocket Patio Bar 8pm-close.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm-close.

TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY
THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8.

PHAT Tuesday�s  50 cent Pabst cans 9pm-close, $1.50
pints all nite and DJ Lover Boy spinnin� 80's.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.75
Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and well and ½  price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3-8.  $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Pitcher
Special $3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.00 lg. Pitcher (excluding
Blue Moon & Dos XX  Amber).Girlz Nite Out.  Girlz pay only
.75 for well liquors or domestic drafts 8-10pm. Ladies only
Texas Hold �Em Poker 6 p.m.  Y-Not Karaoke with Anna at
8:00 p.m.

IBT�s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close �2�sDay� - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer.  DJ Q 9pm-close.

  and DJ Craig Carter playing Retro Music 70�s, 80�s
and 90�s 9pm-close.

WOODY�S - Open 11am- 2am. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events).  Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm.  Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close, Caribbean Party Night with Woody�s own Specialty
Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis with Tucson�s Hottest
Bartenders.

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY
THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am.   5-9  Wild

Wednesdays $1 Hump Day Drinks DJ Hill.  College Night.
18 to party - 21 to drink. $8 Cover 18+ No Cover 21+.  DJ
Spins Hip Hop, R&B Top 40 remix dance.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well.  ½ price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm.  Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB �Open 3pm.  Happy Hour
All Day $2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 lg. Pitchers.  Karaoke with Ynot Entertain-
ment at 9pm.

IBT�s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics.  �Diva-Licious� show w/Bunny FuFu.
11pm - -close �Reverse Happy Hour�.  DJ Q Inside & DJ
Mike Lopez playing 80s music  on the Patio.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour
11am-8pm excl. special events).  Ful Kitchen open 11am-
10pm.  Back Pocket Bar open 8pm-close.  Service Industry
Employee Special All Day Long - $1 off all drinks except
schnapps and draft. Different Themed Underwear Party
9pm-close with $1.00 off for those who participate (excl.
Schnapps and Draft).  Retro 80s & 90s with DJ Cliint 9 til
closing.

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am.  5-9 $3 glasses of
wine. Y-NOT Karaoke starts @9:00pm to close. 2-4-1
starts 10;pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well
and ½ price appetizers 4-6pm.  Full menu served until
10.  Nightly dinner specials.. .

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 lg.. Pitcher. Boyz Nite Out - boys pay
only .75 for well liquors or domestic drafts 8-10pm.
Bicardi Thursdays - $3.00 Bicardi Rum - all flavors.

IBT�s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics.  10pm-close �Boyz Nite Out� w/
Bartenders in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning
Top 40 & DJ Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island,
$1.50 Tequila Shots, $3 Dkyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy
Cosmos.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am; Happy
Hour 11am-8pm (excl Spec Events); Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm.  Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close.  Cheap Party Day **FREE POOL**, $1.00 PBR
Longnecks, $2.00 Tecate Longnecks.  Techno and Top
40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm - close..

FRIDAYFRIDAYFRIDAYFRIDAYFRIDAY
THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Flirt Friday with Happy

Hour extended to 9 p.m. and munchies.  DJ Hill &  guest
DJs. COLORS - Open 4pm-midnight. Happy Hour 4-
7pm, $3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00  Domestics and Well and
½ price appetizers. 4-6 pm. Dinner served until 10pm.
Finlandia martinis $5.50 open to close! .  �Guys & Dolls�
comedy drag show hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.
Nightly dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
- 8 pm, $2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 lg. Pitcher.  $2.75 All Mexican Beers and
Dos XX Amber.  Dance lessons at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT�s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside.
10pm-close  DJ Mike Lopez with �I�m a Sexy Bitch Night�
on the patio.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am; Happy
Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-
close.  Enjoy the Live Blues/Motown/Soul sounds of
Simon Crown 6-9 p.m.; Request your favorite Music
Dance Night with DJ Clint 9pm-close.  Monthly Birthday
Party every 2nd Friday Night of the month.

SATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAY
THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. LATINLICIOUS .

Hourly rotating drink specials.  DJ Kool-A
COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm, Happy Hour 4-

7pm, $3.75 Skyy cocktails,  $3.00 Domestics and Well, ½
price appetizers 4-6.   Dinner served until 10.  Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB � Open at 2pm.  Happy
Hour 2-8pm, $2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints.
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 lg. Plus check out the bartenders
choice of shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries. $3.00
Cuervo and $4.75 Jager Bombs.  Check our calendar for
the Saturday Night Special Entertainment.

IBT�s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics.  5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft
Pints.  9pm �Saturday Starrlett�s� w/Bunny FuFu & Janee
Starr.  After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close,
DJ Mike Lopez with the �Party on the Patio�.

WOODY�S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen
open11am-11pm.  Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-
close. Techno and Top 40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm til
close.  Check our ad for Twice-A-Month Special Events or
Themed Parties.

THURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAY

Water of LifeWater of LifeWater of LifeWater of LifeWater of Life
    Metropolitan Community Church

The Rev. William H. Knight, D.D., Interim PastorInterim PastorInterim PastorInterim PastorInterim Pastor

�It is the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can
only do a little.�  Sydney Smith, (1771-1845)

Sunday Worship: 10:15am         Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.

.
Friday, December 25 - Christmas Day
COYOTE MOON - Open today 5pm to 2am

Thursday, Dec. 31 NEW YEAR�S EVE

WOODY�S - Gala here starring Niki Haris (the
voice behind Madonna for 18 years) live in concert.
Complimentary light Buffet, party favors, massive
belloon drop, champagne toast.  Tickets $25 call 292-
6702.  Check out their special safe night out offer.  See
their ad this issue.

Friday, January 1 NEW YEARS DAY
WOODY�S - Annual �Rehab Party� starts at 8am

food special drinks at specal rices til 5pm

COYOTE MOON - Open today at 3pm.  $5 cover
at 8pm.  Free dessert & Coffee Bar.   Country DJ 9pm.
Champagne Toast at midnight.

THE BIZ P A  new year and a New Biz.  Janee
Starr will MC until 2 a.m.  DJ plays all evening and the
ritual Balloon Drop and Midnight Toast and what�s

best of all - NO COVER.

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
andandandandand

Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year
EveryoneEveryoneEveryoneEveryoneEveryone
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COMMUNITY FRIENDLY

COMPLETE CAR CARE

2208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ  857052208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ  857052208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ  857052208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ  857052208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ  85705

520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644
Fax 520-624-6574Fax 520-624-6574Fax 520-624-6574Fax 520-624-6574Fax 520-624-6574

Free Inspection
with mention of this ad

  COMMENTA RY. . . .

WhaWhaWhaWhaWhat Houston�t Houston�t Houston�t Houston�t Houston�s Election Ofs Election Ofs Election Ofs Election Ofs Election Of  A Lesbian A Lesbian A Lesbian A Lesbian A Lesbian
MaMaMaMaMayyyyyor Tor Tor Tor Tor Tells Us About �Rells Us About �Rells Us About �Rells Us About �Rells Us About �Red Staed Staed Staed Staed State� Tte� Tte� Tte� Tte� Teeeeexasxasxasxasxas

By Amanda Marcotte
Some local news stories go nationwide and cause a national alarm,

and some simply go nationwide and then sink underwater unnoticed. But on the
very rare occasion, a news story goes nationwide and is received with a
double take and a �come again?�.

That�s what happened when Houston became the biggest city in the
U.S. to elect an openly gay mayor, Annise Parker. Yes, that would be Houston,
Texas � the largest city in a state that�s assumed worldwide to be nothing but a
hot bed of gun_toting, Bible_thumping rightwing reactionaries. Obviously, it�s
time for the rest of the world to start taking a more complex view, and start
thinking of Texas as more than the home of George W Bush.

Parker�s election inadvertently revealed the dirty little secret that native
(and liberal) Texans like myself have known and been trying to publicize for a
long time, which is that Texas is far from a conservative monolith. On the
contrary; not only do all the major cities in Texas vote consistently for
Democrats, but some rural areas on the Texas_Mexican border have been
marginal to consistently �blue� for some time now.

This lines up with the larger national trends in America. Republicans
only win elections by controlling white_dominated rural and suburban areas,
and almost all other parts of the country lean towards the Democrats. And thus
Republican power is being chipped away at slowly through pure
demographics, as the nation as a whole grows more racially diverse and more
urban. In many ways, Texas is ahead of the trend, since the state has not had a
white majority since 2005.

Despite the cold, hard facts, however, Texas is still seen as the old
conservative stereotype. In fact, the mainstream media went to some lengths to
downplay the significance of Annise Parker�s election. The initial AP story
covering the victory dedicated a lot of ink to the low voter turnout, without noting
that this is typical in an off_season run_off election. It failed to mention that both
candidates in the run_off __ Annise Parker and Gene Locke __ are Democrats,
or that Locke also brings liberal bona fides to the table as a former civil rights
activist. Anyone reading Andrew Malcolm�s account of the election in the LA
Times, in which he calls Parker �conservative� and refuses to mention that the
actual conservative candidate, the Republican, got knocked out of the running
in the first election, would not get a true picture of Houston politics. So wed are
many mainstream media writers to the �Texas is a conservative monolith�
narrative that Democrats are being turned into Republicans in order to make
the story work.

The truth is this: Houston�s mayoral seat was held by a Democrat
before, and a Republican didn�t even have a snowball�s chance of winning it
this time around. It was as much a one_party Democratic election as the famous
ones from the north_east. All the cities of Texas voted for John Kerry in 2004 and
Barack Obama in 2008. Now that I�ve moved to New York City, I have people
ask me what it�s like to finally live in a �real� liberal city; I ask them to tell me,
since my hometown of Austin didn�t elect Rudy Giuliani for mayor.

It�s not that Texas isn�t dominated by conservatives on a statewide
level. It absolutely is. But narratives about the conservative monolith are not
only unfair, but they have the potential to create long_term damage, too. If the
liberal presence in Texas is ignored and written off, it won�t get the support and
the hope it needs to keep plugging. And right now, as the state�s demographics
start to move more towards urbanity and racial diversity, liberals need all the
support they can get to seize the moment and turn the traditionally red state
blue.

(Reprinted from alternet.org.)




