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New Immigration Reform Bill
Excludes LGBT Families

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - An alternative immigration
reform bill introduced last week in
Congress lacks sought-after language
for LGBT families, but advocates of the
provision remain optimistic the bill’s
sponsor will support inclusion in future
legislation, reported the Huffington
Post.

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-lIl.)
introduced the bill — titled the Compre-
hensive Immigration Reform for
America’s Security & Prosperity Act —
in the U.S. House along with more than
90 other Democrats.

Because the legislation would,
among other things, offer a path to
citizenship for undocumented immi-
grants, the measure is seen as a more
liberal alternative bill that would set the
tone for comprehensive immigration
reform legislation next year.

But Gutierrez’s bill lacks a
provision that would allow LGBT
Americans to sponsor their foreign
partners for residency in the United
States. Advocates had been pressur-
ing Gutierrez to include such language,
which is seen as necessary to stop the
U.S. government from keeping apart
more than 36,000 LGBT bi-national
couples.

Steve Ralls, spokesperson
for Immigration Equality, said his
organization is disappointed the law-
maker didn’t include this measure in
his bill. Still, Ralls noted that he
remains optimistic Gutierrez will sup-
port the provision in the path toward
immigration reform.

“We are extremely disap-
pointed, and we pushed very hard to
have our families included, but | do
take Congressman Gutierrez at his
word that when the issue begins to
move early next year that he’s going to
stand with us,” he said.

In response to a query on why
the bill excludes this language,
Gutierrez said in a statement that he’s
“‘committed to fighting for a bill that fixes
our broken immigration system for as
many people, and as many families as
possible.”

“The process | am committed
to being a part of in Congress will, |
hope, address the unacceptable situ-

ation that lesbian and gay bi-national
couples live under every day,” he said.

Advocates are hoping upcom-
ing comprehensive immigration reform
legislation will include a provision for
LGBT bi-national couples. Rep. Zoe
Lofgren (D-Calif.) is expected to intro-
duce the House legislation next year
while Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) is
expected to introduce the Senate legis-
lation.

Additionally, standalone legis-
lation already introduced in the House
and the Senate — known as the Uniting
American Families Act — addresses the
issue. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.)
sponsors the legislation in the House
and Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) sponsors
the legislation in the Senate.

An original co-sponsor for UAFA
inthe House, Gutierrez said his “commit-
ment to ending discrimination against
[LGBT] immigrants and their families
has not diminished in any way.”

“Everyone’s goal should be a
comprehensive immigration reform bill
that includes a commitment to all
families and honors our history as a
nation of immigrants,” he said. “That is
my goal, and itis inclusive of the [LGBT]
community, too.”

Ralls noted many of the co-
sponsors for Gutierrez’s bill are the
same as the sponsors for UAFA and that
he’s optimistic these lawmakers “will
stand with us when the crafting of the
working bill happens.”

“Congressman Gutierrez has
been very clear throughout this process
that, at the end of the day, when
Congress takes up a multi-issue immi-
gration reform bill, that he’s going to
support our inclusion,” Ralls said.

In a statement, Nadler called
Gutierrez’s legislation “a starting point in
the long drive toward comprehensive
immigration reform” and cited other
opportunities to include UAFA in this
legislative effort.

“I will continue to work with Reps.
Gutierrez and Lofgren, as well as
Senator Schumer, during this dynamic
process,” Nadler said. “Comprehensive
immigration reform will not truly be
comprehensive if it excludes LGBT
immigration rights, and | will not stop until
those rights are a reality.”
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Tom Ford Swaps Fashion For
Film With ‘Single Man’

NEW YORK - Fashion designer
Tom Ford has made a seamless
transition to filmmaker with “A Single
Man,” the soulful, immaculately styled
story of a grieving college professor
in 1960s California. The ultra-confi-
dent Ford never doubted his abilities -
though he admits plenty of other
people did, reported the AP. ’“lt's
funny, because everyone was so
supportive,” Ford said. “And now that
I've made the film, quite a few people
have said to me, ‘Isn’t it nice you did
that when everyone was laughing at
you?”” They’re not laughing now.

"A Single Man” has earned
strong reviews - it opens widely
across North America on Christmas
Day - and has received Golden
Globe nominations for its score and
the performances of Julianne Moore
and Colin Firth. Firth won the best-
actor prize at the Venice Film Festival
for his performance as George Fal-
coner, a gay Englishman in Los
Angeles mourning the death of his
longtime lover in a car accident. Ford
- who directed, co-wrote and co-
produced the film - has been praised
for his subtle adaptation of Christo-
pher Isherwood’s novel, which re-
counts a day in George’s life through
seemingly unfilmable interior mono-
logue.

The film adds a dash of plot
and gallons of visual flair. Unable to
see a future without his partner Jim
(Matthew Goode), George resolves
toenditall. He gets agun and starts to
set his affairs in order. Along the way
he encounters his best friend, Charley
(Julianne Moore, sporting a wardrobe
to die for), and Kenny (Nicholas Hoult,
all grown up since he played the boy
in “About a Boy”), a young student who
takes a slightly stalkerish interest in
George. It's all remarkably assured,
but then the Texas-born Ford has
never lacked ambition. Now 48, he
transformed luxury brand Gucci in the
1990s before founding his own Tom
Ford label. Filmmaking seemed like
a small step.

“I've just never let the thought
of failure stop me when there was
something I felt that | wanted to do,” he
said. “l wanted to make a film. And |
want to make another, and another,

and another.” “A Single Man” is the
work of a film fanatic, a love letter to
cinema. George’s monochrome life
bursts into Technicolor when he
makes contact with other people. Ford
includes visual salutes to directors
from Alfred Hitchcock to Pedro
Almodovar to Wong Kar-wai. Even
“The Wizard of Oz” gets a reference.
These are not the acts of a director
afraid to be compared to his idols.

The movie’s stylish surface
offers all you would expect from a
fashionista’s film: precise period de-
tail, handsome actors and gorgeous
outfits that capture the early 1960s in
all their sartorial glory, from pin-sharp
suits to pink mohair sweaters. “| don’t
know how to help myself,” laughed
Ford, who despite a jetlag-inducing
round of international openings is
impeccably tailored, from his crisp
shirt cuffs to his neat suit jacket.

“People said to me after-
wards, ‘Everyone’s so beautiful.” And |
thought, ‘They are?’ It wasn’t anything
that occurred to me. “It's kind of
enhanced reality. You're seeing the
world through the eyes of a man who
thinks he’s leaving, and everything
becomes hyper-beautiful to him.” Ford
insists, however, that he did not put
style over substance. Many reviewers
have been surprised by the film’s
restraint, the unflashy way it depicts an
intelligent, ironic, emotionally reserved
man consumed by grief. It's a tribute to

Continued on Page Two
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Gender-Free
Contra Dance,

January 9
TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Be part of Arizona’s first Gender Free
Contra Dance hosted by Tucson
Friends of Traditional Music, Jan. 9,
2010, First United Methodist Church,
915E. 4th.

Join the Tucson Friends of
Traditional Music for an evening of
Gender Free Contra Dancing. Gender
Free, or Gender-Role Free Contra, is
meant for everyone who loves this
style of American traditional folk danc-
ing, but with a fun twist. In Gender Free,
which originated in New England
about 20 years ago, dancers can
dance either role.

For those unfamiliar with the
style, Contra is like Square Dancing,
but done in long lines and with
simplified calls. Any beginner can
easily master the basics in one lesson
on the night of the dance.

Free Dance Lesson at 7:30
pm. Dance 8:00 - 11:00 pm. First
United Methodist Church, 915 4th
Street (near Park Ave.). $6 student, $7
TFTM member, $8 general public. For

more information, call (520) 408-6181.

Welcome To OZ
Looking For
Dorothy

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Welcome to Oz, the LGBT and straight
supportive bowling league is looking
for Dorothy or an individual who wants
to take part bowling.

Welcome to Oz bowls at
Tucson Bowl, 7020 E. 21%, (520) 747-
1363, Thursday night’s at 7:00 PM, with
practice at 6:50 PM. The weekly fee is
$11 and there is a one-time, sanction-
ing fee of $20.

Average is not important but
having fun is, so follow the “Yellow
Brick Road” to Oz, Thursday’s at
Tucson Bowl.

DECEMBER 30, 2009

Make A Difference

Make A Donation

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
You can make a difference in Southern
Arizona’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) community with a
gift to Wingspan. Your donation sup-
ports our youth program, domestic
violence services, health and wellness
and senior services, support for
transgender and questioning people,
community information and referrals,
lending library, computer center, and
all our other services for Southern
Arizona’s LGBT community.

As a 501(c)(3) charitable orga-
nization, all gifts to Wingspan are tax
deductible to the fullest extent allow-
able by the IRS. To send a check,
make your check payable to: Wing-
span

430 East Seventh Street, Tucson,
Arizona 85705. To donate by credit
card, call (520) 624-1779. To donate
online, go to wingspan.org/content/
donations.php

Wish List - Are you able to
donate office supplies or other goods?
Wingspan is seeking the following
goods. All donations are tax-deduct-
ible.

Clothing: Gently Used Mens
Clothing (all sizes, especially clothing
suitable for job interviews). Gently
Used Womens Clothing (all sizes,
especially clothing suitable for job
interviews). New/Unused womens un-
dergarments & socks (petite - young
adult sizes). New/Unused mens under-
garments & socks (medium - XXL
sizes). New/Unused Health and

Hygiene Items: Toothpaste.
Toothbrushes. Dental Floss. Hair
Brushes. Combs. Deodorant (mens/
womens/unscented). Razors (mens
and womens). Shampoo. Conditioner.

Non-Perishable Food Items:
Canned Soups. Canned Vegetables.
Canned Chili (Regular & Vegetarian).
Boxed Pasta (Mac & Cheese, Ham-
burger/Tuna Helper, etc.). Cereal/
Granola Bars

Miscellaneous: Copier/Multi-
purpose paper - white bond. We are

TIHAN Volunteer

Orientation
TUCSON - Unemployed? Look-

ing to apply your talents? Keep those
skills fresh and make a difference!

The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network (TIHAN) is a volunteer driven
organization with a commitment to
providing compassionate,
nonjudgmental care to those living with
HIV/AIDS.

We here at TIHAN need your
help! Our open volunteer positions
include: Link Specialist, CareTeam
member, Finance Committee member,
Development Team member, and
many others!

TIHAN’s next volunteer orienta-
tion will take place on Saturday,
January 23rd from 1pm-5pm at the
TIHAN offices (1011 N. Craycroft Rd,
#301). Subjects covered include HIV
101, living with HIV/AIDS, interfaith
responses to HIV/AIDS, and an intro-
duction to TIHAN programs and volun-
teer opportunities. Please join us to
learn how you can help give back to our
community and strengthen your re-
sume.

If you have any questions or
would like to register for the next
orientation, please contact Katelyn
McDonald, Volunteer Resources Co-
ordinator at (520) 299-6647 or at
katelyn@tihan.org. We hope to hear
from you!

Tom Ford Swaps

Continued from Page One

Firth, who gives the performance of his
career, but also to Ford.

Ford says that, when he chose
the project, “believe it or not, | didn’t
care about the style. It's layered on to
support the characters. But when
looking for the right project it was the
story, something worth telling. That's
what attracted me.” “I had to figure out
what my voice was as a filmmaker. |
knew what | stood for as a fashion
designer, but let’s be real: Who needs
to see a Tom Ford film? Who cares?
What did | have to say?”

What the film seems to say is:
embrace the moment and enjoy the
beauty around you. Like the late
Isherwood - best known for writing the
stories of 1930s Berlin that inspired the
musical “Cabaret” - Ford has an
interest in philosophy and spirituality.
The film approvingly cites Aldous
Huxley’s maxim, “Experience is not
what happens to a man; itis whata man
does with what happens to him.” “ltis a
very spiritual book,” Ford said. “It's
abouta guywho can’tsee his future. Itis
all about living in the present.”

Despite the film’s warm recep-
tion, it hasn’t all been smooth sailing.
The openly gay Ford has taken some
flak for advertising the film with a poster
featuring Firth and Moore - implying, in
some eyes, a heterosexual theme.
Ford says the poster is “marketing 101:
you have your two biggest stars and
they give great performances, who are
you going to put on the poster to get
people to go see it?” He's less happy
about having to cut the trailer to remove
a male-male kiss - fine in Europe, but
classified in the U.S. as “adult sexual
content” that would limit the circum-
stances in which it could be seen.

He agreed to the cut - market-
ing won out again - but says the
classification is “totally absurd.” Over-
all, though, Ford is enjoying this new
career. He says filmmaking is “the
closest thing to God we get to be.” “|
created that universe: it's forever
sealed in that little bubble. A hundred
years from now, all the actors will be
dead, I'll be dead - but you'll still be
able to pop it in and laugh, cry, smile. It
will be alive. It’s just amazing.”
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HOUSTON, TX (Observer Up-
date) - When an openly lesbian woman
won the mayor’s race here this month, it
was the latest in a string of victories by
gay candidates across the country, a
trend that seems to contradict the bans
on same-sex marriage that have been
passed in most states in recent years,
reported the New York Times.

Take Texas, by many mea-
sures one of the most conservative
states in the nation. In 2005, it enacted a
constitutional amendment banning
same-sex marriage; the voters passed
the referendum by a ratio of three to one.
Yet in the last decade, an openly gay
woman has twice won election as the
sheriff in Dallas County, and another
openly gay woman was elected district
attorney in Travis County, which in-
cludes the city of Austin. Gay candi-
dates have also won city council seats
in Austin, Fort Worth and Houston.

Then, this month, Annise Parker,
the city controller who is a lesbian,
swept to a solid victory in the mayoral
race in Houston, the nation’s fourth
largest city. There are currently at least
445 openly gay and lesbian people
holding elected office in the United
States, up from 257 eight years ago,
according to the Gay and Lesbian
Victory Fund, a political group that
supports gay candidates. And while
Ms. Parker’s victory in Houston, a city of
2.2 million people, was the biggest
victory for gay rights advocates this
year, gay candidates made strides in
other places in the last election cycle.

Charles Pugh, an openly gay
former broadcaster, swept to victory as
City Council president in Detroit in his
first bid for public office. Akron, Ohio,
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G/L Candidates Get Support That Causes May Not

elected its first openly gay council
member, Sandra Kurt, an industrial
engineer at Goodyear Tires.

Some political scientists say
the rise in openly gay candidates’
winning public office is a better
barometer of societal attitudes than
are the high-profile fights over same-
sex marriage.

“Gay marriage ballot mea-
sures are not the best measure,” said
Patrick J. Egan, a political scientist at
New York University who studies
issues surrounding gay politicians.
“They happen to be about the one
issue the public is most uncomfort-
able with. In a sense, they don’t give
us a real good picture of the opinion
trend over the last 30 years.”

For instance, the National
Opinion Research Center at the
University of Chicago has been
polling people since 1973 about
whether homosexual behavior is
morally wrong. In 1973, 73 percent of
the people polled described it as
always wrong and only 11 percent as
“not wrong.” By 2006, those saying
homosexuality was “always wrong”
had dropped to 56 percent, and 32
percent said it was not wrong.

One reason for the shift in
attitudes, some political scientists
contend, is a rising number of gays
acknowledging their sexual prefer-
ence openly in various walks of life,
from workers on factory floors to
Hollywood stars.

“More and more people have
been coming out,” said Sean Theriault,
a political scientist at the University of

Texas who tracks gay politics. “Ten
years ago, you could talk to a lot of
people who didn’t know a single gay
person, and now, especially in the
cities, you would be hard pressed to
find someone who doesn’t know
anyone who is gay.”

Yet, most of the openly gay
politicians who have won races re-
cently have done so by avoiding
being labeled as single-issue candi-
dates, several gay politicians said.

In Houston, Ms. Parker never
hid her sexual orientation but did not
champion gay issues either, focusing
instead on municipal concerns like
crime, the city budget and drainage. It
was a formula that led her to win
citywide elections first as an at-large
City Council member, then as the
controller and, now, as the mayor.

Other successful gay candi-
dates have followed the same strat-
egy, and some have found their
opponents are often unwilling to attack
them directly about their sexual orien-
tation, though smear campaigns often
are carried out through proxies, as
happened in Houston.

In Detroit, Mr. Pugh’s sexuality
never became an issue in his race for
City Council. “I thought | would be
attacked during the campaign for
being gay,” he said in an interview. “|
wasn’t. It was a pleasant surprise.”

Mr. Pugh might have been
insulated from attacks based on his
sexual orientation because of his
popularity as a television reporter and
anchor, political strategists said.

One key to victory for gay

PAGE THREE

politicians has been building reputa-
tions in their communities as candi-
dates well qualified for the job. Voters
who may be uncomfortable with homo-
sexuality in the abstract are often
willing to vote for a gay individual they
feel they know, political strategists
said.

During her first race for sheriff
in 2004, Lupe Valdez, a former federal
agent, won a bitter campaign in Dallas
County in which her Republican oppo-
nent, Danny Chandler, made sure
voters knew she was gay and ac-
cused her of promoting a gay agenda.
It was a year in which Republicans, led
by President George W. Bush at the
top of the ticket, romped to victory in
Texas, and same-sex marriage was a
hot topic that favored Republicans.

Yet Ms. Valdez still won a
narrow victory. When Mr. Chandler
tried to draw attention to her sexuality
late in the race, she followed the
advice of strategists from the Gay and
Lesbian Victory Fund in Washington.
She pointed out she had always been
honest about her sexual orientation
and asked what it had to do with law
enforcement.

Last year, after four years in
the public eye, Ms. Valdez — a 62-year-
old former agent for the Customs
Service, where she did undercover,
drug and fraud investigations — easily
defeated her Republican challenger,
Lowell Cannaday, for a second term.
The main issue was her handling of the
jails, not her sexuality.

“It’s like anything else,” Ms.
Valdez said in an interview. “When it
becomes close and personal, it's not

hateful anxmore.”
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Senate Confirms First Openly
Lesbian Person U.S. Marshal

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - Minneapolis assistant po-
lice Chief Sharon Lubinski has be-
come the first openly Lesbian U.S.
marshal, reported the AP.

The U.S. Senate confirmed
the Green Bay, Wis. native to be the
U.S. marshal for the Minnesota district.
Last week’s confirmation also makes
her the first female marshal in the state.

Lubinski has served a number
of roles with the Minneapolis Police.
She was also a sheriff's deputy in
Wisconsin.

U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar rec-
ommended Lubinski to President
Barack Obama, who formally nomi-
nated her to the marshal post in
October.

Sharon Lubinski

The Democratic senator said
that Lubinski’s breadth of experience
makes her a highly qualified candi-
date.

U.S. marshals oversee fed-
eral courthouse security, witness pro-
tection and the apprehension of fed-
eral fugitives.

A Second Gay
South

MIAMI, FL (Observer Update) -
South Florida is getting its second gay
newspaper following the November
closure of South Florida Blade, re-
ported On Top Magazine. The Miami
Herald’s GLBT reporter Steve Rothaus
is reporting that Norm Kent will launch
South Florida Gay News.com in Janu-
ary.

“SFGN will be published and
distributed on Mondays, tabloid size,
commencing in January of 2010, and
over 12,000 copies will be distributed
to 300 plus locations in Dade, Broward,
and Palm Beach counties,” Kent said
in a statement. Kent, a local criminal
defense attorney and radio host, is the
original publisher of Express Gay
News, which he sold four years later to
Window Media, the mini gay publish-
ing empire whose decision to file
Chapter 7 bankruptcy last month
sealed the fate of six GLBT newspa-

Newspaper For

Florida

pers, including the Atlanta-based gay
weekly Southern Voice, as well as the
Houston Voice, David Atlanta, South
Florida Blade, Washington Blade and
411 Magazine. Afterits 2003 purchase
of Express Gay News, Window Media
executives renamed the publication
the South Florida Blade.

Both in Washington and South
Florida, former employees regrouped
to keep local gay news flowing. The
former staff of the Washington Blade
churned out its first edition of the DC
Agenda less than a week after news
broke of the paper's demise. And
Mark’s List publisher Mark Haines
quickly hired many former South
Florida Blade employees to begin the
Florida Agenda. But Publisher Mark
Haines told the Miami Herald that he
did not believe two gay papers could

survive in South Florida.

Mexico City G/L Marriage
Focuses On Adoption

MEXICO CITY, Mexico (Observer
Update) - Opponents of a gay mar-
riage bill in Mexico City approved by
legislators say giving gay couples the
right to adopt is going too far, the
Informador reported. The gay mar-
riage bill - approved on a 39 to 20 vote
that included five abstentions - is
expected to be signed by Mayor
Marcelo Ebrard of the progressive
Democratic Revolution Party (Partido
de la Revolution Democratica, PRD).
The bill only effects Mexico City, one of
the world’s largest cities with nearly 9
million residents, reported
advocate.com.

Members of the conservative
National Action Party (Partido Accion
Nacional, PAN) have vowed to appeal
to the country’s Supreme Court and
urged Ebrard to veto the legislation.
Mariana Gozmez del Campo, who
heads the PAN in Mexico City, said
members of the PRD violated the
rights of minors by allowing gay
couples to adopt. The Roman
Catholic Church also took a hard line
position, calling the bill an “immoral
law.” The Archbishop of Mexico,
Cardinal Norberto Rivera Carrera,
said gay adoption was “unacceptable
and reprehensible” because such an
upbringing would subject children to
“suchinjustice.”

“Our children and youth are at
grave risk, seeing as normal such
unions, and may mistakenly under-
stand that sex differences are simply a
personality type, therefore failing to
appreciate the duality of human sexu-
ality, which is a condition of procre-
ation and therefore, conservation and
development of mankind,” he told the

paper.

Latin America’s first gay wed-
ding was about to make history on
December 1 in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina after a judge’s ruling paved the
way fortwo men to marry, but a national
judge ordered a halt to the ceremony
at the last moment. Argentina’s top
court has agreed to hear the case.
Mexico City is among a handful of
cities in Latin American that recognize
gay couples with civil unions, but only
Uruguay has legalized such unions. If
approved, gay wedding bells might

ring in the city as early February.
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Economy Crushes
Homophobia ln Sports
Project

NEW YORK, NY (Observer Up-
date) - The director of an initiative to
fight homophobia in women’s sports
has seen her position eliminated
because of economic troubles. Pat
Griffin, the project director of It Takes a
Team, announced on her blog that
she would leave her post at the end of
her contract in January, reported
advocate.com.

‘I have a boundless commit-
ment and passion for addressing
LGBT issues in sport and will take
some time to figure out how to best
move forward with this work,” she told
Outsports.com. “l am not ready to
‘hang up the spikes’ yet and will take
some time to decide how to get back

in the game.”

Griffin is a professor emerita
in the social justice education pro-
gram at the University of Massachu-
setts, Amherst. She is also the author
of Strong Women, Deep Closets:
Lesbians and Homophobia in Sports
and coeditor of Teaching for Diversity
and Social Justice: A Sourcebook for
Teachers and Trainers.

The program began in 1996
with the backing of tennis legend
Martina Navratilova and the aim of
combating homophobia in high
school and college sports. Griffin
became director of It Takes a Team

in2005.

Dane, Cooper DeGayed In
Valentine’s Trailer

NEW YORK (Observer Update)
- Valentine’s Day opens in February
and pretty much stars every A-list
actor who has ever made a romantic
comedy - but one pairing you won'’t
see in the trailer is Eric Dane and
Bradley Cooper, advocate.com re-
ported.

AfterElton.com writes that in
the film - which follows several
couples as they navigate relationship
woes on V-day - Cooper is in love with
a closeted football player, played by
Dane. But a trailer for the film doesn’t

even hint attheir relationship. Instead,
it seems to imply that Cooper is in a
relationship with Julia Roberts.

“Is it really impossible to
market an ensemble romantic com-
edy to the masses with a gay couple
init?,” After Elton’s Ed Kennedy writes.
“Could that really be considered a
bad marketing move in Hollywood
now? First, a gay director (Tom Ford)
takes a movie about a gay man
based on a book by a gay man and
degays the marketing for that movie,
and now this?”

Future OF Chicago LGBT
Weekly In Question As
Employees Flee

CHICAGO (Observer Update) -
The future of the LGBT weekly, the
Chicago Free Press is in question
after senior employees walked out on
Monday (Dec. 21), ChicagoPride.com
reported. Editorin Chief Matt Simonette
told the Chicago Tribune that employ-
ees had not resigned but walked out
because they had not been paid. He
said many staffers did not receive a
paycheck on December 15, reported
On Top Magazine.

“The senior staff did not
resign; it was just simply a matter of
leaving because of non-payment,”
Simonette said. “People were coming
in there and doing their jobs for free. It
didn’t sit well with us.” The Chicago
Free Press is one of two Chicago
weeklies that serve the gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender community.
The other is Windy City Times. David
Costanzo, whose Rainbow Media
acquired the weekly in 2002, admitted
the paper has suffered setbacks over
the past year, saying advertising
revenues remain down. “The last two
to three payrolls, we’ve been having
issues from a cash-flow standpoint,”
he said. “Over the last two payrolls, we
had to delay some paychecks.”
Costanzo promised the paper will
come out on time Thursday.

Joining the walkout were the
paper's art director, senior writer,
graphic designer and many of its
writers, Simonette said. The dis-
gruntled employees formed a

Facebook page that has attracted 25
members, mostly current and former
employees of the paper. Earlier in the
year, the mini gay publishing empire
of Window Media cratered under the
weight of its financial obligations,
ending press runs for LGBT papers
from Florida to Washington, including

the iconic Washington Blade.

Charlotte N.C.
Considers DP
Benefits

CHARLOTTE, NC (Observer
Update) - Charlotte, N.C.’s new mayor,
Anthony Foxx, said the city council will
consider adding benefits for domes-
tic partners of city employees,
Charlotte’s WCNC TV reports.

The announcement comes
after Mecklenburg Country, which
includes Charlotte, became the sev-
enth local government in the state to
extend benefits to the same-sex
partners of its employees.

The cities of Chapel Hill,
Carrboro, Durham, and Greensboro,
and Durham and Orange counties
also offer the benefits.
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Group Riled Over Anti-G/L Marriage Ads

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - A D.C.-based LGBT rights
group is demanding the removal of
anti-gay marriage ads on the city’s
transit system. Full Equality Now DC
says the ads “force LGBT citizens to
face discrimination when they go to
work.” The ads are sponsored by
Stand for Marriage DC, a group formed
in the spring by Bishop Harry Jackson
to oppose a gay marriage-recognition
law approved with the overwhelming
support of city leaders. The law
recognizes gay marriages performed
outside the city, reported On Top
Magazine.

Since then, lawmakers have
approved a gay marriage bill that
allows gay and lesbian couples to
marry in the District. The law is
expected to go into effect in February
or early March. Jackson and his group

wants voters to decide the issue; the ads on the city’s transit system advocate for a public vote on a gay marriage ban. Full
Equality Now DC protested the ads in a letter sent to Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) General
Manager John sssssssB. Catoe.

“While we understand that WMATA allows politically-oriented groups to purchase advertising on its transit system,
this advertisement is not merely political,” the group wrote. “This advertisement specifically targets citizens on the the basis
of sexual orientation, in direct opposition to both common decency and the standards of non-discrimination in WMATA'’s
own policies.”

“For LGBT citizens to have to experience discriminatory messages as they go about their daily life is
unacceptable and must be stopped. For this reason, we demand that WMATA remove all advertisements posted by
Stand for Marriage DC as soon as possible.”

Not all gay marriage backers, however, are united against the ads. A second group of prominent gay leaders in
the district, which includes the city’s ACLU director, countered with their own letter: “As supporters of civil marriage equality,
we also embrace the principle of free speech ... therefore, [we] urge you to reject the misguided censorship advocated by
Full Equality Now DC.”

CLASSIFIED Lithuania Amends Gay
ADS GET ‘Promotion’ Law

VILNIUS, Lithuania (Observer Updagte) - Lithuanian parliament, the

RESU LTS Seimas, has approved amendments to a controversial law, stripping out

provisions that banned the “promotion of homosexuality,” the AFP reported.

TRY 'T' The 58 to 4 vote, with 25 abstentions, was prompted by loud cries from
* national and international rights groups - who called the bill “homophobic” -

and Lithuania’s President Dali Grybauskaite.

The law approved by lawmakers in July would have barred the
“public dissemination” of information favorable to being gay. Proponents
argued that the law was necessary because positive images of gay people
would physically and mentally harm children. Critics say the law’s broad
language effectively bans any discussion of being gay except in a negative
context, effectively legislating homophobia.

The new language introduced bans information “encouraging the
sexual abuse of minors, sexual relations between minors and other sexual
relations.” The changes, however, failed to mollify opponents, who said the
amended law remains anti-gay because it outlaws the promotion of “any
concept of the family other than that set down in the constitution,” which

ouglas J. Nlewman, P\

RTTORNEY A1

(orporations - Limited Liability Companies - General Business
Wills - Trusts - Estate G Estate Tax Planning - Probate

2630 North Country Club Road - Tucson, firizona 85716
Phone 520-325-20%3 - Fax 520-325-2274 - dovgnewmanlaw.com

defines marriage as a heterosexual
union. “From now on, any of our
public events could fall under that
clause and be banned,” Vladimir
Simonko, head of the Lithuanian
Gay League, told the news agency.
The law is set to go into effect in
March.
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NEW YORK, NY (Observer Up-
date) - Michelle Garcia with
advocate.com wrote: Being a guy’s
girl (and sometimes, um, a girl’s girl ...
) | tend to be one of the go-to editors
for all things sports here at The
Advocate. Frankly, I'm such a femi-
nist/lover of sports, I've been known
to tear up after watching Title IX
documentaries or a massive win at
the Olympics (I'm looking at you,
Mathew Mitcham). Fortunately, | love
sports, and so do my many friends
with baseball addictions and/or sig-
nificant others who can’t stand the
sight of a beer helmet. They know |
work here, so they like to forward me
videos and articles chronicling last
nights ass grab at the pitcher’s
mound or the latest news on gender-
ambiguous athletes.

With all of that, there were a lot
of interesting, chatter-inducing sports
stories that popped up on
Advocate.com this year. Here’s a
handful of my favorites, with a few
extras because | couldn’t help myself.

Lesbian Named Part Owner
of Cubs - Baseball fans dream of
ditching the bleacher seats for box
seats behind home plate, but Laura
Ricketts and her three brothers did
even better — the siblings are now
owners of the storied Chicago Cubs.
Ricketts, the first openly gay owner of
a Major League Baseball team, and
her family paid $845 million in the
deal, finalized October 27.

Two European Athletes
Come Out - Two blokes from across
the pond came out this year, whichis a
pretty big deal considering how rugby
and hurling are sort of like the football
and baseball of Europe. Though 35-
year-old Gareth Thomas retired from
the international rugby circuit, he
decided to come out to the world while
playing on the Welsh team, the Cardiff
Blues. He stresses, however, that he
doesn’'t want to be known as a gay
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Top 5 Sports Moments
Of The Year

rugby player, just a player that hap-
pened to be gay.

And then hurler Dénal Og, an
Irish hurler, revealed his sexual orienta-
tion in his autobiography, Come What
May. The Times of London says that
Og’s coming out made him Europe’s
first openly gay elite sportsman.

Remembering Mike Penner - In
writing about Mike Penner’s death for
the upcoming February issue, | learned
that very few people in the Los Angeles
Times newsroom who worked with
Penner were willing to talk about their
colleague. From the moment Penner
announced he was transitioning to
become female sports writer Christine
Daniels in 2007, it felt as though a
milestone had been passed, a pioneer
was being made. But when Daniels
quietly went back to being known as
Penner about a year later, a red flag
shot up. Sadly, in November, Penner
was found dead, an apparent suicide.
We may never know exactly what was
going through his mind over the course
of those few months or even his lifetime,
but we do know that his journey must not
have been an easy one.

Amélie Mauresmo Retires -
Mauresmo was probably one of the
most prominent openly gay profes-
sional athletes in the world. Despite
taunts from fellow players over the
years, the French pro represented her
country in the 2004 Olympics, bringing
home a silver medal. In 2006 she beat
the competition to win two grand slam
titles — the Australian Open and
Wimbledon. She announced her retire-
ment — at the age of 30 — during a
touching press conference December
3.

The Caster SemenyaSaga -
The story of the teenage track star from
South Africa who dazzled the world with
her 800-meter win at the International
Association of Athletics Federations

World Championships in Berlin was
fascinating. The moment the gold
medal hung from her neck, Semenya
was the target of hormone testing,
makeovers to prove her femininity,
and jokes for late-night comedians.
She was even linked to a scandal
within South Africa’s governing body
on sports, revealing a cover-up of
information. While the nation of South
Africa reeled from possibly losing a
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beacon of athletic hope, the IAAF
performed round after round of tests
on her. Semenya was later cleared
of allegations that she was not a
woman, but one cannot help but see
the issues of race and gender
coming into play, especially when it
comes to international attitudes on
sports.

Community Bars

. THE BIZ

2900 E. Broadway 318-

4838
IBT’S

616 N. 4 Ave. 882-3053
VENTURE-N

1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-

8224
WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Rd,
292-6702

COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd. 293-
7339

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS

5305 E. Speedway 323-

1840
Organizations
A. MCC - METROPOLITAN

COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain - 292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7th Street-624-1779

E. S.AA.F.-375S. Euclid 628-7223
G. TIHAN - Tucson Interfaith HIV-AIDS

Network - 1101 N. Craycroft
Suite 301-299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER

620-6245
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520-615-6436
Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc
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COMMENTARY. ...

by Jonathan Rauch

A Transitional Year For Same-Sex Marriage

For the gay marriage debate, 2009
was transitional instead of transformative,
but the year was historic nonetheless. To
mangle Churchill, it was not the end, nor
even the beginning of the end, but it was at
least the beginning of the middle.

This is an issue on which the
fundamentals of public opinion change
glacially. Support for same-sex marriage is
rising, but only by about a percentage point
or so a year. Essentially, a third of the
public supports gay marriage, another third
or so supports civil unions instead, and the
remaining third opposes any kind of legal
status for same-sex couples.

Although public-opinion fundamen-
tals didn’t change in 2009; the politics of
gay marriage did. Here are the ways the
year marked a shift to what a storyteller
might call the “long middle.”

The preemptive strikes on both
sides have failed. Early on, conservatives
feared that courts would impose same-sex
marriage nationally by fiat. They re-
sponded with an attempt to ban gay
marriage nationally by constitutional
amendment. But the federal courts kept
their distance, and the amendment was
rebuffed.

As the year ends, it is clear that
neither side can knock the other off the
field. Gay marriage is firmly established in
five states (with the District of Columbia’s
likely to follow suit), but it is banned, often
by constitutional amendment, in most of the
others. Unless the Supreme Court shocks
the country and itself by declaring gay
marriage a constitutional right, the issue will
take years, perhaps decades, to resolve.
All-or-nothing activists will be disappointed,
but the country will get the time it needs to
make up its mind.

Legislators are taking over
from judges. For years, the only way
same-sex marriage seemed pos-
sible was by court order. But with
state venues for pro-gay-marriage
lawsuits having just about dried up,
the fight has moved from the lower
courts to the political branches, much
as the civil rights struggle did in the
1960s. Now, as then, legislative
victories afford the movement more
momentum and popular legitimacy
than judicial ones ever could.

Opponents were fond of
arguing that the gay-marriage
movement was not just wrongheaded
but antidemocratic. Butin 2009, gay
marriage was passed by the legisla-
tures and signed into law in Maine
and New Hampshire, and it was
enacted by a veto-overriding major-
ity in Vermont. Nothing undemocratic
aboutthat.

Same-sex marriage has
been mainstreamed. In its first
decade or so on the national stage,
gay marriage was a fringe idea, the
property of the political far left. No
longer. Gay marriage may still be
losing at the ballot box, but in Maine
in 2009, as in Californiain 2008, the
margins have grown tight. With its
establishment last spring in lowa,
same-sex marriage has penetrated
the heartland, by court order but with
little backlash. Many Democrats
have come to see support for gay
unions as a political plus. Increas-
ingly, it is the opponents who are
playing cultural defense, insisting that
they are the ones who are being
marginalized and stigmatized.

There’s a backlash against

the backlash. The most
important trend of 2009 began
Nov. 4, 2008, when California
voters passed Proposition 8,
revoking gay marriage in their
state. Until then, the preponder-
ance of passion lay with
opponents. After Prop. 8,
however, many heterosexuals
embraced gay marriage,
taking ownership of an issue
that they have come to view as
the next great civil rights battle.

For same-sex mar-
riage advocates, the emer-
gence of a dedicated core of
straight supporters is a sea
change. There is now compa-
rable energy and commitment
on both sides.

It was just such pas-
sion, indeed, that led two of the
country’s most distinguished
lawyers — Theodore Olson, a
Republican, and David Boies,
a Democrat — to join hands
across party lines in 2009 and
file a lawsuit asking the federal
courts to overturn California’s
Proposition 8. The case is a
long shot legally, but the fact
that it has attracted such solidly
mainstream legal talent is one
more sign that the same-sex
marriage issue has come of
age.

(Jonathan Rauch, a
guest scholar at the Brookings
Institution, is the author of “Gay
Marriage: Why It Is Good for
Gays, Good for Straights, and
Good for America.” This was
reprinted from the Los Angeles

Times.)

Gay Entertainment Report:
Documenting Gay Masculinity

CLEVELAND (Observer Update) - Director Christopher Hines’ documentary on what it means to be gay in a macho
world arrives on DVD next month, reported On Top Magazine. The Butch Factor looks at masculinity when you’re gay.

“What does it mean to be a man?” the film’s marketing asks. “Who defines masculinity? Do these ideas change
according to history and culture? And are gay men losing their critical eye on masculinity as they seek more acceptance in
mainstream society?” The film premiered in June at San Francisco’s acclaimed Frameline Film Festival.

Hines tells the story of masculinity from a fresh angle: the gay man. What does macho mean for burly San Francisco

Lt. Sheriff Vince Calvarese versus Mark Snyder, a petite man who embraces his effeminacy with a “sissy” tattoo. As Snyder
faces bullying and violence on the streets of San Francisco, Calvarese’s problems have more to do with being
stereotyped. But both men confront societal expectations on what it means to be a man.

The Butch Factor arrives on DVD January 19 and is slated for broadcast on all-gay cabler Logo in March.

Race To Overturn lowa G/L Marriage Begins

DES MOINES, IA (Observer Update) - Opponents of same-sex marriage in lowa say they plan to push hard in the 2010
legislative session for a vote on a constitutional amendment that would limit marriage to one man and one woman, reported
advocate.com.

The lowa Family Council is angling to have activists blanket the capitol on January 12 when Gov. Chet Culver
delivers his Condition of the State address to a joint session of the General Assembly with lowa Supreme Court justices
present. This is the first time all three branches of the government are expected to be together since the lowa Supreme
Court’s unanimous April 3, 2009 ruling that cleared the way for same-sex unions in the state.

Unlike California, a constitutional amendment needs the approval of the General Assembly in lowa before being
put on the ballot.
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Poet’'s Corner

MAIDENFORM TO THE RESCUE
by Ron Rose - Tucson

Sinking to a new low
Our boobs have finally drooped
Like our worldly economics
Economics all pooped.
Maidenform to the rescue
With cups all laced with gold,
Please stabalize our appendages
Don'tlet our world just fold.
Keep us a-breast of progress
And fill each tiny cup

Make sure they're filled with Trillions
And make my dow go up.

Gay Man Attacked
In Michigan Town

BENTON HARBOR, MI (Ob-
server Update) - The gay community
in Benton Harbor - a small Michigan
town located near Kalamazoo - is
rallying behind a man after he was
allegedly gay bashed, the South Bend
Tribune reported.

The man reported the incident
to the county’s GLBT community
center, OutCenter. Police responded
to an altercation between two men at a
gas station about 6AM on December
12. The man said his assailant
punched him in the face after asking,
“What's up?” The victim was treated at
the scene for cuts and abrasions,
Benton Township Police Chief Vincent
Fetke told the paper.

The assailant reportedly yelled
anti-gay slurs. Police say they are
investigating the incident as a hate
crime, reported On Top Magazine. A
second attack reported to OutCenter
that occurred three weeks ago in
nearby St. Joseph is stoking fears of
increasing anti-gay sentiment in the
area.

Benton Harbor sits on the
shores of Lake Michigan, about 50
minutes by car from Kalamazoo.
Kalamazoo received national attention
in November when voters decided not
to repeal a city ordinance that outlaws
discrimination on the basis of sexual

orientation and gender identity.

Undiagnosed Heart
Condition Killed Gately

LONDON (Observer Update) -
An und|agnosed heart condition
claimed the life of Boyzone singer
Stephen Gately, a forensic report
revealed, reported advocate.com.
Gately, who died in October, suffered
from atheromatosis, a thickening of the
arteries. A preliminary pathology re-
port showd the star died from an acute
pulmonary oedema, a build-up of fluid
on the lungs caused by the atheroma-
tosis.

Though alcohol and drugs
What do you do when you can'’t afford

health insurance!?

Get PCAP!

Pima Community Access Program (PCAP)

The advantages are:

B No monthly premiums

B Low membership fee
W Easy Eligibility/Enrollment
W Doctor visits

W Pay only for services used (at highly discounted/affordable rates)

M Hospitalization, Lab & X-Ray
B On site at Wingspan every Monday | 2pm-2pm

2501 E.ElmSt. ¢ Tucson,AZ 85716 ¢ 520-694-0418 ¢ www.mypcap.org

were previously thought to be involved,
the report showed neither played a role
in his death. Atheromatosis is unusual
in people under 50. Gately’s mother
told reporters she thought a heart
condition might be involved because
several family members suffered from
a similar disease, she said.

Gately is survived by his
partner Andrew Cowles. The two were
vacationing in Spain at the time of his

death.
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

FOR RENT

FURNISHED OOM
FOR RENT includes prlvate
bathroom, utilities, cable TV, ga-
rage, home gym, pool-spa ac-
cess. Northwest Tucson, 15 min-
utes from downtown. Call 991-
8782 1327

VERY LARGE TWO
BEDROOM. Mountain and Ft.
Lowell. Bike path to UA. 1st
month free with year’s lease. No
dogs. $695. 682-7877. Bestto
call after 5:00 p.m. 1327

PERSONALS

NICE, AFFECTIONATE,
PLAYFUL, healthy, fifty-some-
thing HIV- bottom, enjoys being
seduced, non-tobacco smoker,
looking for nece 18+ HIV- top
friennd. E-mail: 42405@live.com

1343

FUN CARING, MATURE
HIV- Dominate Bottom, for 18-
35 HIV- Submissive Top. E-mail:
Tucsonfun1@live.com 1333

LOOKING FOR VINCENT
MARTINEZ, JR. Last known
address in Tucson. Sought by
niece Tara Jeanne Martinez.
Please contact:
Tarajm1234@hotmail.com 1328

FOR SALE

ECLECTIC FLEA-
ARTSY, USED off-beat retro
and uncommon finds. Fun,
thoughtful gifts, soulful decor y
mas. 265 S.Park (Lost Barrio
Warehouse District) East of
Euclid/South of Broadway. 12-4
p.m. ecleclticflea.com
1328

MASSAGE

QUALITY TERRIFIC
MASSAGE. Sensual
TANTRIC SESSIONS! My
sensitive touch gives you the ulti-
mate experience! Creating a sa-
cred space for 28 years. Marc -
881-4582 (8 AM - 8 PM). Touch-
ing Tucson men since 1981. Dis-
counts to students. 1330

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND RE-
PAIRS. Let me keep your
clothes fitting properly and in
good rrepair. Experienced - Eco-
nomical - Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson.

1330

FOR SALE

A real classic car.
showroom condition.

FOR SALE

Chrysler Town And Country Ltd. in
Its a 2000 model but they don’t make

them like this baby anymore. Low mileage (110,000) and too
many extras to list here. You name it - it's got it, for instance,
heated seats for those who hate sitting on cold leather in the

middle of winter.

Asking BELOW BLUE BOOK $7,000. Call

622-7176 and leave message.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Garage Sundays. $1 Well Drinks until
Midnight. Bring your band and come rock with us.

COLORS - Open 10am - 10pm Champagne
Brunch 10am - 2pm with choice of complimentary
mimosa, Bloody Mary or Screwdriver included. Happy
Hour 4-7pm $3.75 Skyy Cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and
well. Appetizers %2 price 4-6. Brunch served until 2pm.
Dinner served until 10pm. Nightly dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. .

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm.
Burger BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke
inside with Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call
or Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Peter’s

Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar 11am-2pm. Happy Hour
11am-8pm (excluding special events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-8pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar 2pm-2am. Beer
Bust 2pm-7pm. Karaoke with Michael D 9pm-Close.
Drag Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm. Check our Ad for

Special Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8.
$4.25 Long Island, Tokyo and Long Beach Teas, all nite
with sexy Spencer.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm
$3.75 Skyy Cocktails, $3 Domestics & Well. % price
appetizers 4-6pm. Dinner served until 10;m. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
- 8 p.m. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Bucket o” Beer - $10 Domestic, $12
Imports and microbrews (4 beers to a bucket, for 2 or more
people, Some brands excluded).

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long
Island Varieties. 9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All
Request Music”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am. Happy
Hour 11am--8pm (excl spec events) Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm Back Pocket Patio Bar 8pm-close.
Karaoke with Michael D. 9pm-close.

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8.
PHAT Tuesday’s 50 cent Pabst cans 9pm-close, $1.50
pints all nite and DJ Lover Boy spinnin’ 80's.
COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.75
Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and well and % price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Pitcher
Special $3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.00 Ig. Pitcher (excluding
Blue Moon & Dos XX Amber).Girlz Nite Out. Girlz pay only
.75 for well liquors or domestic drafts 8-10pm. Ladies only
Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not Karaoke with Anna at
8:00 p.m.
IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close “2’'sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.
and DJ Craig Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s
and 90’s 9pm-close.
WOODY'S - Open 11am- 2am. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close, Caribbean Party Night with Woody’s own Specialty
Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis with Tucson’s Hottest
Bartenders.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. 5-9  Wild
Wednesdays $1 Hump Day Drinks DJ Hill. College Night.
18 to party - 21 to drink. $8 Cover 18+ No Cover 21+. DJ
Spins Hip Hop, R&B Top 40 remix dance.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well. ¥ price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 3pm. Happy Hour
All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Karaoke with Ynot Entertain-
ment at 9pm.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. “Diva-Licious” show w/Bunny FuFu.
11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”. DJ Q Inside & DJ
Mike Lopez playing 80s music on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour
11am-8pm excl. special events). Ful Kitchen open 11am-
10pm. Back Pocket Bar open 8pm-close. Service Industry
Employee Special All Day Long - $1 off all drinks except
schnapps and draft. Different Themed Underwear Party
9pm-close with $1.00 off for those who participate (excl.
Schnapps and Draft). Retro 80s & 90s with DJ Cliint 9 til
closing.
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. 5-9 $3 glasses of
wine. Y-NOT Karaoke starts @9:00pm to close. 2-4-1
starts 10;pm.

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well
and %2 price appetizers 4-6pm. Full menu served until
10. Nightly dinner specials.. .

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig.. Pitcher. Boyz Nite Out - boys pay
only .75 for well liquors or domestic drafts 8-10pm.
Bicardi Thursdays - $3.00 Bicardi Rum - all flavors.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/
Bartenders in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning
Top 40 & DJ Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island,
$1.50 Tequila Shots, $3 Dkyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy
Cosmos.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy
Hour 11am-8pm (excl Spec Events); Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close. Cheap Party Day **FREE POOL**, $1.00 PBR
Longnecks, $2.00 Tecate Longnecks. Techno and Top
40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm - close..

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Flirt Friday with Happy
Hour extended to 9 p.m. and munchies. DJ Hill & guest
DJs. COLORS - Open 4pm-midnight. Happy Hour 4-
7pm, $3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well and
Y2 price appetizers. 4-6 pm. Dinner served until 10pm.
Finlandia martinis $5.50 open to close! . “Guys & Dolls”
comedy drag show hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.
Nightly dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
-8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. $2.75 All Mexican Beers and
Dos XX Amber. Dance lessons at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside.
10pm-close DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night”
on the patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-
close. Enjoy the Live Blues/Motown/Soul sounds of
Simon Crown 6-9 p.m.; Request your favorite Music
Dance Night with DJ Clint 9pm-close. Monthly Birthday
Party every 2™ Friday Night of the month.

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. LATINLICIOUS .
Hourly rotating drink specials. DJ Kool-A

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm, Happy Hour 4-
7pm, $3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well, ¥
price appetizers 4-6. Dinner served until 10. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy
Hour 2-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders
choice of shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries. $3.00
Cuervo and $4.75 Jager Bombs. Check our calendar for
the Saturday Night Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft
Pints. 9pm “Saturday Starrlett’'s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee
Starr. After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close,
DJ Mike Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour
10am-8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen
openilam-11pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-
close. Techno and Top 40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm til
close. Check our ad for Twice-A-Month Special Events or
Themed Parties.
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Thursday, Dec. 31 NEW YEAR’S EVE

THE BIZ - New year and a New Biz. Janee
Starr will MC until 2 a.m. DJ plays all evening and the
ritual Balloon Drop and Midnight Toast and what’s

best of all - NO COVER.

COYOTE MOON - Open today at 3pm. $5 cover
at8pm. Free dessert & Coffee Bar. Country DJ 9pm.

WOODY'’S - Gala here begins at 7 p.m. for V.1.P.
Tickets. Show stars Niki Haris (the voice behind
Madonna for 18 years) live in concert. Complimen-
tary light Buffet and cocktail, party favors, massive
balloon drop, champagne toast. V.I.P. Tickets $25in-
cludes VIP seating for the 11:30 concert and meet
and greet. call 292-6702. General admission tickets
go on sale at 10 p.m. for $15.00 and includes cham-
pagne toast, party favors etc. Check out their spe-
cial safe night out offer. See their ad this issue.

Friday, January 1 NEW YEARS DAY

WOODY'’S - Bar opens at 9 a.m. with brunch at
10 a.m. Ajia Simone, Phaedra and special guests at
10:30 a.m. followed by a special karoke. Drink spe-
cials.

Saturday, January 2

WOODY'’S - End the weekend with their af
ternoon Tea Dance followed by a specal show fea-
turing from New York City comedianAdam Sank do-
ing his Cross Country Rebound Tour at 8:00 p.m.

Water of Life

Metropolitan Community Church
The Rev. William H. Knight, D.D., Interim Pastor

“It is the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can

only do a little.” Sydney Smith, (1

Sunday Worship: 10:15am

1-1845)

Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
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What Role Will GoProud
Play At CPAC?

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - Reports that gay conser-
vative group GOProud has been all
but shut out of February’s Conserva-
tive Political Action Conference are
nottrue, GOProud Executive Director
Jimmy LaSalvia told Advocate.com
in an email.

Over the weekend, reports
circulated that David Keene, the
head of CPAC’s main organizing
group, told a conservative radio host
the group would not have a speaking
role at the conference and gay rights
would not be debated, despite
GOProud being a co-sponsor of the
conference. But LaSalvia says the
reports are nottrue and that the CPAC
program wont even be determined
until January. He did say the group
has not been asked to speak at the
conference but that GOProud will
“have all the benefits of any other
sponsor at our sponsorship level.”

Keene reportedly said the
following in an email to a conserva-
tive radio host: “GOProud ‘has signed
on as a CPAC co-sponsor, but will
have no speakers and we told them

that, in fact, since opposition to gay
marriage, etc are consensus positions
(if not unanimous) among conserva-
tives, these topics are not open to
debate....| know that there are those
who are as opposed to the sinner as
the sin, but our view is that CPAC is
inclusive and welcomes all of those
who agree with us on most issues. |
don’t know the GOProud people per-
sonally, but we find it difficult to exclude
groups because of disagreements on
one or two issues no matter how
important many of us believe those
issues to be ... other examples: we have
pro-life and pro-abortion co-sponsors,
advocates of restrictive and more
open immigration, supporters and
opponents of the war in Afghanistan
and supporters and opponents of
some of the restrictions adopted in the
waronterrorsince 9/11...Some of these
issues draw significant support on both
sides of the question from the broad
movement and these we often debate
at CPAC ...trade policy, immigration are
example .. while others like abortion
are consensus positions and while we
accept those who differ from the
consensus, we see no reason for
further debate. Gay issues fall within

this category.”

‘Queer Lounge’ Cancelled
At Sundance Film Festival 2010

SUNDANCE, UT (Observer
Update) - The 2010 Sundance Film
Festival will kick off in Utah’s Park
City in January without the popular
lesbian and gay hangout, known as
The Queer Lounge, reported
advocate.com. The Queer Lounge,
a networking venue, has been home
to the Sundance gay and lesbian
filmmakers since 2004.

“It's a tough economy,” said
Christopher Ryan, owner of the
Hollywood marketing and talent
management company Oceanside
Entertainment, according to the Salt
Lake Tribune. Maintaining the lounge
is “an expensive undertaking” that
can cost around $200,000 annually,
due to space rental and staff costs
according to Rashad Robinson,
senior director of programs for
GLAAD, which has managed the
lounge since August 2007.

Instead, GLAAD has formed
a partnership with the Sundance
Institute, the festival’s parent organi-
zation, to present three days of panel
discussions and other events at
Sundance’s Filmmakers Lodge. “Our
goal is to raise visibility,” Robinson
said. “Our goals were differentthan a
company setting up a gifting suite.”
The Hollywood Life House, one of
the more visible “gifting lounges”
where celebrities could pick up free
stuff, reportedly is not returning either.

However, one of the most

important LGBT films in years, 8: The
Mormon Proposition is slated to screen

during January’s event.

Huffington Post:
Marriage
Setbacks Among
The Top
Disappointments
Of 2009

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
Huffington Post lists its top political
disappointments of the year, and
among them: the court decision up-
holding California’s antigay Proposi-
tion 8 and the repeal of marriage
equality in Maine.

Visitors to the site can vote for
which of the political stories listed is the
most disappointing of the year.

Other stories listed include the
Senate health care bill, President
Obama’s failure to close Guantanamo,
and the Copenhagen Climate Control
Conference.
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