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New Hospital Visitation Rule
Issued

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) - The Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services issued a new
hospital visitation rule that allows
patients to designate their own visitors
during a hospital stay, including their
same-sex partners, reports
advocate.com.

The new regulation, which will
apply to any hospital that participates in
Medicare or Medicaid, will go into effect
approximately 60 days, when the it is
likely to be posted in the Federal
Register.

“Basic human rights — such as
your ability to choose your own support
system in a time of need — must not be
checked at the door of America’'s
hospitals,” said the Department of
Health and Human Services secretary
Kathleen Sebelius. “Today’s rules help
give ‘full and equal’ rights to all of us to
choose whom we want by our bedside
when we are sick, and override any
objection by a hospital or staffer who
may disagree with us for any non-
clinical reason.”

The rule change is the result of
a directive that President Barack
Obama gave to HHS in April after
hearing stories of people who were
denied access to their same-sex
partners during the critical and, in some
cases, final hours of their lives.

Hospitals will be required to
have written policies and procedures
detailing visitation rights and the
specific circumstances under which a
hospital can restrict access based on
reasonable clinical needs. Hospitals
must also inform incoming patients of
their right to choose their visitors,
regardless of whether the visitor is a
family member, a spouse, a domestic
partner (including a same-sex domestic
partner), or other type of visitor, as well
as their right to withdraw such consent
to visitation at any time.

Ken Choe, deputy general
counsel at HHS, said no documentation

will be required to prove any particular
kind of relationship. Patients need only
give an oral designation of whom they
wish to permit access to, a designation
that can also be revoked at any point
during their stay.

If a patient enters the hospital
unconscious, Choe said complications
with access would only arise if two
people claimed to be the person who
should be making visitation decisions
on the patient’s behalf. In that case,
hospitals would be allowed to ask for
documentation in order to determine
who should be allowed access to the
patient.

Choe said complaints can be
lodged against hospitals believed to be
out of compliance in several ways. All
hospitals must have a formalized
internal grievance process, and people
can also report hospitals to their state’s
Survey and Certification Process,
which governs Medicare and Medicaid
participation. Medicare beneficiaries
can also take their concerns to Quality
Improvement Organizations (QIOs) in

every state.

Lieberman Says There Are
Enough Votes For
DADT Appeal

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - Senator Joe Lieberman
held a press conference yesterday
and announced there were 60 votes in
the Senate for “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
repeal, reports 365Gay.com.

Joined with 12 Democratic
senators Lieberman, a senior mem-
ber of the Armed Services Committee,
said everything depended on how
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
allotted time for debate.

“‘One of the things we are
doing today is to appeal to Senator
Reid and Senator McConnell to
negotiate a fair and open amendment
process on the Department of De-
fense authorization bill to allow it to
come up,” the Connecticut senator
said.

When Reid bought the de-
fense appropriation bill to the Senate
floor in September-DADT repeal is
attached as an amendment-Republi-
cans, including those opposed to the
policy, complained there wasn’t
enough time to chew the proverbial
fat. With the upcoming December
holiday recess, minutes for gab are
few.

Looming in the background is
Sen. John McCain, who is prepared to
block any repeal attempt to prove his
conservative street cred. Without this
threat there would be no need for 60
votes (the number required to defeat a
filibuster).

One senator, Democrat
Jeanne Shaheen, is convinced Re-
publican senators are hiding behind
process.

“This is not about how many
amendments are we going to do, or
how long we are going to debate,” the
New Hampshire senator said. “This is
about those who oppose this policy
wanting to kill it and taking every

First Harvey Milk School
Teacher Dies

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - In 1985 when the New York City Board of
Education opened the doors for the Harvey Milk School, Fred Goldhaber was the
school’s only teacher. Forthe school’s first four years, he ran his classroom like
a rural pedagogue from days past by teaching students from multiple grades,

reports 365Gay.com.

Goldhaber, who lived in Jersey City, died on Monday (November 15) and
the New York Times gave him a great obit. He volunteered for the Milk
assignment after teaching remedial reading and English at a high school in
Brooklyn. His initial class had 22 students, and some them went through hell just
to be there (like the kid who was pimped out out by his father). From all accounts

Goldhaber was a genial taskmaster.

“A longtime member of the New York City Gay Men’s Chorus, he laced
lessons with song snippets: ‘Teach me tonight’ while assigning homework; ‘Call
me irresponsible’ to a girl who had not done her math.”

With each news cycle over flowing with stories about kids jumping
through hoops to get an education, it's worth remembering a trailblazer who did

good work.

SEN. JOE LIEBERMAN

opportunity they can and using the
Senate rules to do that. That’s exactly
what is going on.”

There are multiple grains of
truth in that. It's good optics to whine
how you would gladly vote on a bill if
only the majority party did the right
thing and allowed talk. Be that as it
may, call your senator.

Marriage Equality
Coming To
Maryland?

ANNAPOLIS (Observer Update)
- Out Maryland state senator Richard
Madaleno said he is “guardedly
optimistic” that the state legislature
will pass a marriage equality bill in
early 2011, reported advocate.com.

In an interview with Gay
Politics, Madaleno put chances in the
“six, seven, eight range” on a scale of
one to 10 for the bill's passage in the
next 90-day session from January to
mid-April of next year.

“His optimism stems from a
number of developments on Election
Day 2010, some of which ran
absolutely counter to national trends,”
reported Gay Politics. “In the Mary-
land Senate, Democrats actually
expanded their majority to a 35-12
advantage over Republicans. And
some Democrats who lost their seats
did so in primary fights with more
progressive challengers, many of
whom vowed to be even stronger
champions for marriage equality.”

Maryland also increased its
number of out gay lawmakers from
four to seven.

Madaleno said he felt confi-
dent the senate could pass a vote, but
it was more difficult to predict the
outcome in the House of Delegates.
Governor Martin O’Malley has prom-

ised to sign a bill if it reaches his desk.
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Boys R Us
Presents A Lil’
Queer Holiday

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
It's time for Boys R Us to closeout
2010 with A Lil’ Queer Holiday! Come
watch the Boys in all their holiday
cheer at Hotel Congress on Friday
December 3rd.

The festivities begin with a
matinee for all you early birds. Doors
at 6 pm. Show at 7 pm.

And for all you night owl, doors
at 9 pm & show at 10 pm. General
Admission is $8.00. VIP seating is
$12.00. Bring a can of food and
receive $1.00 off your admisssion.

All donations will go to the
community food bank. For more info
go to tucsondragkings.com or call
304-2155.

UofA Weighs
Mixed-Gender
Dorms

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
The University of Arizona is consider-
ing a pilot program to allow students
of the opposite sex to live in the same
dorm room, making it the latest
school to ask whether the option
could make vulnerable LGBT stu-
dents feel more comfortable about
living on campus, advocate.com
reports.

According to The Arizona
Republic, the option would be
available to a limited number of
students next year if the university
decides to pursue it.

“‘Also known as gender-
neutral, open housing or mixed-
gender housing, the option is a
growing trend on U.S. college
campuses,” reports The Arizona
Republic. “It is offered to a varying
degree at more than 50 colleges and
universities, from elite private schools
such as Dartmouth College to large
public universities such as the
University of California-Berkeley.
Most of the policies have been
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enacted in the past five years.”

However, conservative critics
such as the Alliance Defense Fund say
that mixed-gender housing could in-
crease sexual assaults and sexual
harassment. Fund spokesman David
French called the prospect “completely
at odds with common sense.”

According to the Republic, “UA
officials are still working out details on
the possible gender-neutral option. The
university provides housing for about
6,000 students, the majority being
freshmen.

The pilot likely would be limited
to 22 students and located in the wing of
aresidence hall. Students would have to
request the option. Officials said they
don’t plan to ask about a person’s
sexual orientation in the housing

application.”

Wingspan Classic
A Big Success

TUCSON (Observer Update) - The
2nd Annual Wingspan Classic Charity
Golf Tournament was held on Novem-
ber 12, atthe Omni at Tucson National in
Tucson, Arizona. The weather was
absolutely gorgeous, just the kind of day
that draws golfers from around the world
to Tucson.

The competition was held on
the Sonoran course, which was in
fabulous condition and virtually no
breeze and lots of sunshine made the 70
or so degrees even more enjoyable.
Players competed for a variety of on-
course games.

Longest drives were won by
Deb Sprich and Tom Kramkowski who
each received a custom built putter from
Yar Golf. Closest-to-the-Pin contests
were won by Donna Marden and Ralph
Wakefield who each received a golf
twosome from the Omni. Kay
Kavanaugh, who won the Line Drive,
took home a Taylormade Burner Driver.

Players also had the opportu-
nity to win special prizes by getting their
ball on the green on one of the Par 3s
which earned them entry into a raffle.

HAPPY 50TH
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And, each player again had the
opportunity to win a car, this time from
Chapman Audi, but unfortunately, no
one sunk a hole-in-one.

After golf, 153 people en-
joyed a wonderful barbecue dinner
while Amber Norgaard performed for
the crowd. During dinner, a multitude
of raffle prizes, from a kayak, to a
mountain bike, to golf foursomes to

spa packages and others, were
passed out to numerous lucky
winners.

The first place team, who
shot a 52, consisted of Donna
Marden, Dee Dee McCabe, Sue
Basso and Patrick Randles. The first
place team members each won a
specially designed Philabaum glass
art trophy and a Wingspan Classic
golf towel.

Second place was decided
by a scorecard playoff. Phil Mooberry,
Nick Mooberry, Tom Kramkowski and
Brian Colwill ended up second with a
score of 53. For their success each
player recieved a trophy, golf towel
and $50 gift certificate.

The third place winners, with
a score of 53, were Kay Starkey, Gina
Brandt, Anne Elliott and Chris Robin,
and they recieved a trophy, golf towel

and $30 gift certificate.

Ladies’ Home
Journal Tackles
Gay Suicides

NEW YORK (Observer Update)
- Ladies Home Journal, the 127-year-
old magazine that started as a one-
page supplement called Women at
Home, might not be the first place
you'd expect to find an six-page
article on the rash of suicides
prompted by antigay bullying, re-
ported advocate.com.

But the magazine is receiving
tons of praise for the feature, “Gay
Teens Bullied to the Point of Death.”

The first graph puts it plainly.
Billy Lucas, Seth Walsh, Tyler
Clementi, and Asher Brown were four
teens who didn’t know each other,
“but they did have something in
common. They'd been bullied at
school, and one by one, they all
apparently came to the same conclu-
sion: If you’re gay or thought to be
gay, life just isn’t worth living.”

Written with input from
GLAAD, the Family Acceptance
Project, and other gay groups, the
article focuses on the power of
parents in preventing bullying and
teaching acceptance.

The magazine made head-
lines earlier this year when it became

WEEKLY OBSERVER

P.O. BOX 50733,
TUCSON, AZ 85703
(520) 622-7176 (Voice)

Office Hours: 9a.m.-6p.m.
Monday thru Friday

Office Closed Thursdays

EDITOR/PUBLISHER:
Bob Ellis
MANAGING EDITOR;:
Mark Kerr
Special Events Photos:
Bill Morrow
Amanda Irvin
Contributing Columnists
Mark R. Kerr
Jack Melichar

Publication of names or photos of any person
or organization in the OBSERVER is not to be
construed as indication of the sexual
orientation of such person, organization or
advertisers or any employees thereof.

Opinions that are expressed in Letters to the
Editor or columns by contributors are not
necessarily those of the OBSERVER, its staff
or advertisers. OBSERVER assumes
responsibility for its own editorial policy only.

Although OBSERVER has many fine
advertisers, we do not accept responsibility for
any claims made pertaining to their products
and/or services.

Permission to reprint (except for separately
copyrighted material) is granted when credit is
given to the OBSERVER.

Informing the Community

The Observer

the unlikely forum for Biggest Loser
trainer Jillian Michaels to announce that

she’s bisexual.
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SANTA CRUZ (Observer Update)
- The Pentagon’s top leaders warned
Sunday that if Congress fails to repeal
the ban on gays serving openly in the
military, the courts may order changes
that military leaders consider too fast or
poorly thought-out.

The Pentagon is trying to make
it easier for the Senate to consider lifting
the ban in the current postelection
session. Defense Secretary Robert
Gates said Sunday he will release a
study of the effects of repeal on Nov. 30,
a day earlier than planned. That could
allow the Senate Armed Services
Committee to hold hearings on the ban.

The report on the impact of
lifting the ban is meant as a guide for
Congress as it considers what the
Pentagon hopes will be a gradual and
carefully calibrated change.

The Washington Post has
reported that the study concludes the
military can lift the ban with only minimal
and isolated incidents of risk to the
current war efforts.

“The timing and the legislative
approach and so on, that is completely
up to the Congress. All | know is if this
law is going to change, it's better to be
changed by legislation rather than have
it struck down by the courts,” Gates
said.

Pentagon Press Secretary
Geoff Morrell said later that Gates
pushed his staff to deliver the report a
day early in order “to ensure members
of the Armed Services Committee are
able to read and consider the complex,
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Pentagon Trying To Get Ban
Lifted This Year

lengthy report before holding hear-
ings with its authors and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff.”

Gates spoke in Bolivia,
where he is attending a regional
defense conference.

The chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said he supports
Congress using its lame-duck ses-
sion to end the ban known as “don’t
ask, don’t tell.”

“The courts are very active
on this. And my concern is that at
some point in time the courts could
change this law and in that not give
us the right amount of time to
implement it,” Mullen said on ABC’s
“This Week.”

Mullen said he supports
ending the ban because asking
people to lie about themselves
“goes counter to who we are as an

institution.”

Fort Worth Drops
Charges In Gay
Bar Raid

FORT WORTH (Observer Up-
date) - On Top Magazine reports
that officials have dropped intoxica-
tion charges against four men in
connection with a police raid on a
gay bar last year, the Dallas News
reported.

The city announced that
charges against Chad Gibson,

George Armstrong, Dylan Brown and
Jose Macias were dropped. The four
men were arrested in June during a
police raid on the Rainbow Lounge, a
gay bar. Gibson, who was hospitalized
for a severe head injury after he hit his
head outside the bar while in police
custody, had also pleaded not guilty to
assaulting a Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission agent.

“Their words early on were that
serious mistakes were made by law
enforcement and the city wanted to
learn from those mistakes and move
forward,” Adam Seidel, an attorney
presenting Gibson and Armstrong, told
the paper. “I guess finally the actions
are matching the words.”

The raid sparked a loud outcry
from the city’s gay and lesbian
community, which called the raid
“police harassment.”

A police department report
released soon after the raid suggested
that police officers and agents from the
Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission
(TABC), which assisted the department
in carrying out the bar inspection,
turned violent during the inspection
because they faced sexually aggres-
sive patrons - a claim eye-witnesses
deny - including groping officers. TABC
officials fired three agents involved in
the raid, while police officers received a

one- to three-day suspension.

Navy’s Top Officer
Praises DADT
Report

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - The Navy’s top officer, Adm.
Gary Roughead, said he will soon
deliver his recommendations to De-
fense secretary Robert Gates on the
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AbpM. GARY ROUGHEAD

repeal effort for “don’t ask, don'’t tell”
after going over a Pentagon study of the
matter.

Roughead praised the review
as “the most expansive survey of the
American military that's ever been
undertaken,” according to the National
Journal. Roughead, however, has not
indicated whether he will fully support
repeal of the policy, even as President
Barack Obama has called for it.

As reported earlier, Gates
ordered the report to be released one
day earlier than expected, on Novem-
ber 30, to expedite the repeal process
during the lame-duck session of the
Senate. Many senators have said they
will not vote on whether to repeal the
ban on gays and lesbians serving
openly in the military until they have
reviewed the report.

Roughead was one of the four
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
who expressed their opposition to early
legislative efforts to repeal the ban in
letters to Sen. John McCain. Roughead
said any early moves by the Senate
would undermine the Department of

Defense’s study.
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Much Ado About Nothing

Before | write anything about
Aja’s Gospel Brunch, | must admit that
usually when | consider anything even
remotely like a drag show, | cringe and
move as rapidly in the opposite
direction as possible. When | attended
the show for the first time, | was not a
happy camper, and probably would not
have gone had | not needed an article
for the Observer. Fortune has a
strange way of making me wrong! As |
reported at the time, | enjoyed myself
thoroughly.

| recently had the opportunity
to attend another brunch. While the
first show was good, this one was even
better. While featuring Tucson’s “Black
Cat,” it also included Veronica Chase
and Tori Steele.

As is usually the case, the
most interesting and humorous situa-
tions are those that are unscripted. For
example, dumplings -as in chicken and
- which fell apart upon cooking. Or, on
the way to the front - where the pulpit
was located - Tori Steele lost her
feathered wig. The wig was picked up
by some idiot who proceeded to dance
in front of the audience - certainly a
distraction!

However, no one was harmed
and the day was not ruined.

| recommend this show to
anyone who has even a hint of a sense
of humor. Aja is scheduled to return to
Woody’s on December 19, so mark

Robert Gates Orders Early Release
On DADT Report

PENTAGON (Observer Update) - Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has
ordered an early release of a Pentagon report on repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,”
the 17-year-old law that bans gay and bisexual troops from serving openly, reports
On Top Magazine.

Officials announced they’ll release the long-awaited report on November
30, one day earlier than planned. The Senate’s Democratic leadership has
pledged to vote on a defense bill that includes language that would repeal the law
that has ended the military careers of over 13,000 service members after the
Thanksgiving break.

Senators consider the report’s findings crucial and had urged Gates for an
early release so that the Senate Armed Services Committee could hold hearings
on it prior to a floor vote.

“Secretary Gates is pushing all involved in the Comprehensive Review
Working Group’s report to have it ready for public release on Nov. 30 in order to
accommodate the desire of the Senate Armed Services Committee to hold
hearings as soon as possible,” Pentagon Press Secretary Geoff Morrell said in a
statement.

The development should be good news to beleaguered repeal backers
who are racing to end the law before Republicans takeover the House and
increase their numbers in the Senate in January. Senate Republicans, led by
Arizona Senator John McCain, blocked a similar effortin September. Several GOP
senators have suggested they’re leaning in favor of voting for repeal.

The report is expected to conclude that a majority of service members are
okay with serving and living alongside openly gay troops, according to Washington
Post sources.

About 40 percent of Marines object to repeal and Marine Corps leaders
have publicly supported the policy. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Admiral Mike
Mullen said he was confident that the Marines will follow orders if Congress

decides to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

your calendars and get ready for a
great brunch and a weird and funny
show.

There were other happenings
last week as well. On Saturday,

by Jack Melichar

Woody’s was host to GOD-DES AND
SHE and the making of a video for
MTV. My favorite music is not found
on MTV, but, once again, | found that
being forced to be there brought an
appreciation | didn’t know | had.
When | find out when the video will
air, you shall be informed. | believe it
will be fun to see.

Finally, a bit of social com-
mentary. | am not a fan of DANCING
WITH THE STARS, in fact | have to
leave the room when itis on so | don’t
become ill. However, | was intrigued
by the flap over Bristol Palin, and
watched enough to get an idea of
what the uproar was about. It soon
became very clear. When Ms Palin
“danced” her way across the stage, |
knew immediately the show was mis-
named - it should have been called
CLOMPING WITH THE COWS. Her
performance, in my humble judge-
ment was a travesty on the art of
dancing. Oh well, boys and girls, it
just goes to show that even without
talent and even though you're
shaped something like a pear, you
too may have a future in show
business - especially if your mother
lost her bid to become vice president,
quit her job as governor of Alaska
and went on to push the tea party
agenda (even though it cost the
Republicans a seat in the senate). If
you don’t have a mother like that, and
have no talent, forget it. So much for
venting. As you might have guessed,
| can’t stand the woman.

Have a great Thanksgiving
and remember, take a few minutes to
remember what you are indeed
thankful for. See you next week.

SeeN AT AJIA’S ‘GosPEL BRUNCH LAST SuNDAY
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Willow Palin’s Homophobic Slurs
Reflect On Sarah Palin,
Joy Behar Suggests

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - Willow Palin’s homophobic slurs reflect
on Sarah Palin’s parenting - or lack thereof - talk show host Joy Behar has
suggested, reports On Top Magazine.

Willow, the 16-year-old daughter of the former Alaska governor,
attacked a former classmate, named Tre, on Sunday. “Sarah Palin’s Alaska, is
failing so hard right now,” Tre wrote on Facebook during the premiere of the
reality series.

Which prompted Willow to respond “Haha your so gay” and “Your such
a faggot.” Willow and her sister, Bristol, offered a halfhearted apology, saying
that they shouldn’t have reacted to negative comments.

Behar criticized the incident with openly gay comedian Judy Gold,
legendary talk show host Dick Cavett and In Touch Weekly Senior Editor Erika
Vetrini on HLN'’s the Joy Behar Show. “Their camp is saying she [Willow]
doesn’t use this language, this is new. | don’t believe that, she’s 16-years-old.
This is the way she speaks,” Vetrini said. “And when you hear that your child is
speaking this way, it's your responsibility as a parent to inform that’s not the
proper way to talk.”

Behar agreed, adding that her use of the word faggot was “beneath
contempt.” (The video is embedded in the right panel of this page.) Gay GOP
group GOProud saw things differently, saying that such words are only
homophobic “when it comes from the daughter of a conservative leader.”

“Make no mistake; this is about destroying Sarah Palin by any means
necessary,” the group said in a statement. While the politician turned
conservative celebrity has previously criticized the use of racist and anti-
disability comments, she has yet to speak out on her daughter's homophobic

remarks.

After Catholic School Deletes Critical

Op-Ed, Sean Simonson Campaigns For
Gay Club

MINNEAPOLIS (Observer Up- The 17-year-old is now back-

date) - A Minnesota Catholic high ing the creation of a gay-straight
school student wants to start @ gay  gjjiance at the Catholic school. “The
club after officials deleted his editorial goals are not to indoctrinate or push

critical of the church’s stance on gay any agenda other than acceptance,”
marriage, the Star Tribune reported. Simonson told the paper. “I just think
) that, especially in high school, it's a

On Top Magazine reports  yery difficult time to go through, and

that officials at Benilde-St. Margaret's  peing gay doesn’t make it any easier.

in St. Louis Park, Minnesota deleted They need people to support them.”
two student editorials that criticized

an anti-gay marriage DVD produced Simonson said he’s met with
by Minnesota’s Catholic bishops. The  gchq0) officials to discuss the idea, but
DVDs were distributed to parishio-  gign't sound optimistic. “It's a difficult

ners prior to Election Day, November  ing a5 this has shown, at a Catholic
2, and called on Catholic voters to school,” he said.

reject pro-gay marriage lawmakers.
(Minnesota voters did overwhelm-
ingly vote for Republican candidates.)

Sean Simonson’s op-ed titled
Life As A Gay Teenager was removed
after it sparked heated debate online.
“You fear looking the wrong way in the
locker room and offending someone,”
Simonson, the editor of the student-
run newspaper The Knight Errand,
wrote. “Politicians are allowed to
debate your right to marry the person
you love, or your right to be protected
from hate crimes under the law. Your
faith preaches your exclusion - or
damnation. And no one does anything
to stop it.”

The editorials - and the
comments they inspired - were
removed and replaced with an
explanation from Principal Sue Skin-
ner: “While lively debate and discus-
sion clearly has its place in a Catholic
school, this particular discussion is
not appropriate because the level of
intensity has created an unsafe
environment for students. As impor-
tantly, the articles and ensuing online
postings have created confusion
about Church teachings.”
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Rejected High Schooler Speaks

OKLAHOMA CITY (Observer Up-
date) - When Kelsey Hicks turned 18,
she followed in the footsteps of her
father before her and left the house to
live on her own, despite still being a
student at Del City High School, just
outside of Oklahoma City.

Hicks lives with her girlfriend
and her girlfriend’s 2-year-old child, she
told The Advocate. She said that
because she holds down two jobs and
shares child-rearing responsibilities,
she decided to enroll in night school to
complete her high school education but
immediately didn’t feel safe in her new
surroundings.

“There are people who come,
and they have ankle monitors on, and
they talk about shooting up,” she said.
“Why should | be there if | constantly
have to fear for my safety?”

After two weeks, Hicks decided
to return to regular day school at Del
City High, but when she approached
John Benardello, the principal in charge
of the senior class, she said he only put
her down and said she should drop out
due to her “unhealthy lifestyle.” She
was then told she could not return to
school during the day. However, that
would prevent her from following her
dream and becoming a firefighter,
which requires a minimum of a high
school education.

Hicks said she is continuing
with her education at a local trade
school, where she is studying auto

mechanics, but she still wants to
graduate with a diploma from Del City.
Hicks said the competition to become
a firefighter in Oklahoma is intense,
so a high school equivalency certifi-
cate, or GED, would not be enough to
make her a strong candidate versus
the many other prospective firefighters
applying to fill a small number of
positions.

Hicks conceded she has not
been a model student and that she
has faced disciplinary actions in the
past. She also admitted that not all
gay students who attend Del City High
School face the same aggression she
claims her principal displayed, but
she said her situation is still not
unique. Last week Hicks appeared in
a KWTV News report with her friend
Melissa McKenzie, who has since
moved away from Del City. Hicks said
both she and McKenzie were very
open about being lesbians, and
suspects they were simultaneously
removed from the Del City girls’
softball team because of it.

“Some people are glad about
me actually telling my story, and some
people are actually supporting me,
but there are others bad-mouthing
and talking crap,” she said. “Okla-
homa is not a gay state, so | know that
not everyone is going to be OK with
this. Everyone will say I'm downgrad-
ing Del City. But I'm not. If | were, |
would just go to Mid City High School
[in neighboring Midwest City] in-
stead.”

Gay Coffins Sold In Germany

COLOGNE (Observer Update) -
Two German undertakers are offering
coffins designed with nude male
images to appeal specifically to the gay
market, reports Reuters.

Advocate.com reports Thomas
Brandl and his 34-year-old business
partner Michael Koenigsfeld say they
are expanding into the gay market to
satisfy the increasing number of special
requests from same-sex couples they
have received.

“We believe you should be able
to have a coffin that lets you embark on
your last journey in a way that reflects
how you lived your life,” Brandl says.

“People are really interested because
it's so unique. Reactions have been
very positive so far.”

In a statement the two men
released, they say, “Even though the
Lord Mayor of Berlin, the vice-
chancellor and many others openly
admit to being homosexual nowa-
days, marginal groups still face
prejudices and bureaucratic hurdles.”

The pair also sell coffins and
urns in rainbow colors and offer
burials around a tree reserved
exclusively for gay people. The

coffins cost approximately $2,300.
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COMMENTARY....

by Lisa Neff

Will The Televised Prop 8 Trial
Change Everything?

My parents
over the years have
told a story of how
the Watergate
hearings brought

them closer together. My dad, until
that tumultuous time in the early
1970s, used to have lunch in the
teacher’s cafeteria in the high
school where he worked. But the
Watergate hearings brought him
home, where he and my mom
dined on tomato soup and grilled
cheese and trashed Richard Nixon
as they watched the Senate
Watergate Committee investigate
the break-in and wiretap at the
Watergate hotel.

That inquiry would lead to
the prosecution of 40 officials in
Richard Nixon’s administration.

The televised hearings, my
parents have said repeatedly,
helped to define their generation,
for better or worse. A televised
hearing in early December just may
help to define our times.

The federal 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals announced last
week that it will allow the broadcast
of oral arguments in Perry vs.
Schwarzenegger, the challenge to
the constitutionality of California’s
Proposition 8. In November 2008,
California’s voters approved a
constitutional amendment defining

marriage as the union of a man and a
woman and making illegal same-sex
marriages.

In August, a federal district
court in San Francisco ruled that Prop
8 is unconstitutional under both the
due process and equal protection
clauses in the U.S. Constitution. The
judge wrote, “Proposition 8 fails to
advance any rational basis in singling
out gay men and lesbians for denial of
a marriage license. Indeed the
evidence shows Proposition 8 does
nothing more than enshrine in the
California constitution the notion that
opposite sex couples are superior to
same sex couples.”

Opponents of Prop 8 sought
to televise the trial that took place last
winter, but were denied. So the
masses didn’t witness the legal eagle
team of Theodore B. Olson and David
Boies, attorneys associated with the
American Foundation for Equal
Rights, destroying the arguments for
why Prop 8 should stand.

But C-Span will televise the
Dec. 6 arguments in the appeal of
District Court Judge Vaughn Walker’s
ruling, providing an opportunity for
millions of Americans to weigh the
facts in the case.

The court, in an order re-
leased Nov. 17, authorized C-Span to
place two cameras in the courtroom

for its broadcast and a feed to the
press pool. My guess is citizens will
rule against Prop 8 before we can
read the same ruling from the
appeals court.

Chad Griffin of AFER says
this: “For too long the truth about
marriage equality has been ob-
scured by misleading political
rhetoric. Our case is rooted in the
principles of equality upon which our
nation was founded and the
Constitution’s guarantee of equal
protection under the law for every
American, without exception. That
case has already been proven
conclusively in federal court, and
now millions of Americans will be
able to hear the truth about this
issue first-hand.”

TV Guide probably won’t
offer a preview of this federal
hearing, so, at a glance, here’s what
viewers can expect:

An hour-long hearing on
whether the pro-Prop 8 parties
challenging Walker’s ruling have
standing in court? Each side will get
30 minutes for oral arguments.
Because two parties filed the
appeal, they’ll split their 30 minutes
evenly. The court will take a recess
and then come back for another
hour-long hearing, this one address-
ing the constitutionality of Proposi-
tion 8.

Prop 8 proponents will get

30 minutes. Then the Prop 8 oppo-
nents will get 30 minutes, with the
AFER attorneys splitting the time

with city of San Francisco attorneys.

So where will you be at 10
a.m. Pacific Standard Time Dec. 67?

i PAGE SEVEN
Might | suggest a romantic late lunch

at home for East Coasters and Middle
Americans and a faux sick day for
those in the Pacific states?

(Neff is a columnist for
365Gay.com, from which this is

reprinted.)

Yahoo Clues
Lacks Data on
Gays

SAN JOSE (Observer Update) -
As more search engines attempt to add
more dynamic functions, some have
insisted on implementing self-censor-
ship, leaving out the ability to search for
terms like “gay” or “lesbian.”

Yahoo’s new Clue tool, which
allows users to compare the popularity
of search terms, does not have any
data available for “gay,” “masturbation,”
or “sex,” according to ZDNet. The site
does allow a search for the terms
“‘lesbian,” “homosexual,” “bisexual,”
and “transgender.”

Advocate.com reported that a
similar move put Google under fire in
September, when Google Instant’s
newly launched auto-complete function
did not automatically perform a search
for the terms “bisexual” and “lesbian.”
Google said the function “excludes
certain terms related to pornography,

violence, and hate speech.”

Community Bars
1. THE BIZ 2900 E. Broadway
318-4838

2. IBT’S 616 N. 4t Ave. 882-3053

3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6 Ave. 882-8224

5. WOODY’S

3710N. OracleRd, 2 92-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339

7. BRODIE’S. 2449 N. Stone
622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS

6305 E. Speedway 323-1840

Organizations

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain -292-9151

B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo - 622-4626

D. WINGSPAN

430 E. 7th Street -624-1779
E. S.AAAF.-375S. Euclid 628-7223

G. TIHAN - Tucson Interfaith HIV-AIDS
Network - 1011 N. Craycroft
Suite 301 - 299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

PERSONAL
TRAINING

* Certified Trainer

FREE CONSULTATION
* Body Work

Accurate Accounting & Business Solutions

Specializing In Small Business, &
Insividual Tax. Accounting &
Bookeeping

Accounting & Retail Software
Consultation & Instllation

Free Consultation

520-490-2421

A. Michael Hutchins, Ph.D.

Counseling - Psychotherapy - Consulting

6812 North Oracle Rd. Suite 100
Tucson, Arizona 85704 520-797-2117

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

5 6. 6157 Fax | Tucsen, AT 85712

Speedway Veterinary Hospital, Inc

7 Kayla R. Boyer, DVM'

Small Animal Veterinarian

(520 321-4235
3736 E. Spcedway Blvd.. Tucson, AZ 85716
www.speedwayvet.com

520-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Scenes from the 22nd Annual Jerome Beillard Festival For Life Auction to
Benefit SAAF. The Auction was held at the Chinese Cultural Center on West
River Road last weekend. PHOTOS: Bill Morrow
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Poet’'s Corner

TEXTING
by Ron Rose, Tucson

Please, please, send me one more text
| have to know what’s coming next.
| think my brain no longer works
First it sputters, then it jerks.

Your fingertips now hold the key
You see they mean the world to me.
So hurry, let your fingers fly
Go faster please, just try, just try
Technology is really great.
| guess my brain will have to wait.

The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

WHEN o=
GROW OF
T WANT To BE
JsT LIKE

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless

viewpoints. Enjoy!
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

FOR RENT MASSAGE

PIMA/SWAN AREA. 4412 E.
Lee St. Large, freshly painted. Very MASSAGE & BODYWORK by
’ Rich. Available for In-calls & Out-calls.

clean two bedroom duplex in a small Appointment or moe information. Call
complex. Nice big pool. $575/mo. anytime 520.488.0229 1380

Plus elect. & gas. $300.00 deposit.
JoAnn 326-1934 or Stephanie 777-

A time of Rejuvenation. Tantric
4853. 1370

sensual MASSAGE Ecstatic Awe-
some Sessions! A TRUE healing
experience! Creating a sacred
space, for men. Marc - 881-4582
call, 8AM - 8PM - Touching men
with compassion since 1981.

1372

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair. Experienced -
Economical - Prompt. Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1375

SUPER CUTE 1 bedroom casita.
New AC & Heating. Great midtown
location near Broadway & Alvernon.
Non-smoking environment. Indoor
cat ok. $475/month + utilities.
naddison@gmail or call 324-0189

SEEKING
EMPLOYMENT

MEDICAL BILLING, CODING,
INTERNSHIP AND/OR JOB

Student seeking career opportu-
nity with medical practice. 520-882-
4736 Amritam 1371

Mike Mullen Insists Marine
Commandant James Amos Will
Comply With DADT Repeal

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman
Admiral Mike Mullen is insisting that the Marines will follow orders if “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell” is repealed.

Marine Commandant General James Amos’ public objections to repeal
of the law that forbids gay and bisexual troops from serving openly “surprised”
Mullen. But in an interview Sunday on CNN'’s State of the Union, Mullen insisted
that there is “no question” that Amos would fully cooperate if Congress lifted the
ban, reports On Top Magazine.

“He said, ‘if this law changes, we are going to implement it and we are
going to implement it better than anyone else,” Mullen said of Amos. Amos told
the Los Angeles Times two weeks ago that repeal involved “risk.”

“There’s a risk involved,” Amos, who recently assumed the helm from
retiring General James Conway, said. “I'm trying to determine how to measure
that risk. This is not a social thing. This is combat effectiveness.”

Conway also strongly objects to repeal of the 17-year-old law. “90 to 95
percent of the Marines” are against repeal, he told Fox News, citing impromptu
surveys he had conducted by a “show of hands” at town hall meetings.

Democratic leaders have pledged to put repeal up for a vote after the
Thanksgiving break. Senator Joseph Lieberman (I-Conn.) said last week that he
has more than the 60 votes needed for repeal. GOP Senators Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska and John Ensign of Nevada have signaled that they’re leaning toward a
“yes” vote on repeal of the law that has ended the military careers of more than

13,000 service members.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am It’s Latin Sunday like
the good ol’ days. Catch DJ Dmenace spinning the best
Cumbias. Get your Bucket of Beer ... 5 Bud Bottles for $5!

COYOTE MOON PUB — Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm.
Burger BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke
inside with Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call
or Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Peter’'s
Build Your Own Bloody Mary Bar 11am-2pm. Happy Hour
11am-8pm (excluding special events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-8pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar 2pm-2am. Beer
Bust 2pm-7pm. Karaoke with Michael D 9pm-Close. Drag
Bingo every other Sunday 8-9pm. Check our Ad for
Special Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed for employee training.

COYOTE MOON PUB — Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 - 8 p.m. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Bucket 0” Beer - $10 Domestic, $12
Imports and microbrews (4 beers to a bucket, for 2 or more
people, Some brands excluded).

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long Island
Varieties. 9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Happy Hour
11am--8pm (excl spec events) Full Menu Kitchen open
11am-10pm Back Pocket Patio Bar 8pm-close. Karaoke
with Michael D. 9pm-close.

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8 and
Game Night all night long. Play Wii, beer pong and pool
with the staff.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz Nite .75
for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-8pm.
Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not Karaoke
with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke $1
Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close “2’sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY’S - Open 11am- 2am. Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close, Caribbean Party Night with Woody’s own Specialty
Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis with Tucson’s Hottest
Bartenders.

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8pm.
Wild Wednesday 18+ Party with DJ White Shadow
spinning the hottest Hip Hop, R&B and top 40 remix dance
of today. 21+ NO COVER. 18+ $8 Cover.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.75 Skyy cocktails, $3.00 Domestics and Well. % price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm. Nightly
dinner specials.

COYOTE MOON PUB —-Open 3pm. Happy Hour
All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for your
favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-8pm.
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. “Diva-Licious” show w/Bunny FuFu.
11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”. DJ Q Inside & DJ
Mike Lopez playing 80s music on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy
Hour 11am-8pm excl. special events). Ful Kitchen open
11am-10pm. Back Pocket Bar open 8pm-close. Service
Industry Employee Special All Day Long - $1 off all drinks
except schnapps and draft. Different Themed Underwear
Party 9pm-close with $1.00 off for those who participate
(excl. Schnapps and Draft). Retro 80s & 90s Dance with
DJ Clint 9 til close..
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THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8pm.
Y-NOT Karaoke 9pm-2am with Meco pouring the best
drinks in town. Come out and play.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour
3 -8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50
sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin music
8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican beers,
$3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/
Bartenders in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning
Top 40 & DJ Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island,
$1.50 Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy
Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl Spec Events); Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-10pm. Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8pm-
close. Cheap Party Day **FREE POOL**, $1.00 PBR
Longnecks, $2.00 Tecate Longnecks. Techno and Top
40 Dance with DJ Jeff 9pm - close..

FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-8 pm.
GoGo Fridays with 2-4-1 drinks for the ladies til midnight.
Catch Shorty spinning the hottest Hip Hop, R&B and Top 40
remix dance of today.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 3pm. Happy Hour 3
-8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2
Well or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-
close DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the
patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy

Hour 11am-8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen
open 11am-11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close.
Enjoy the Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis
6-9pm.

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. Latin night with
Latin Drag Show the 1%, 3" and 4" Saturdays of the
month. DJ Dmenace spinnin’ the best Cumbias,
Salsa & Merengue. $3 pitchers and $2 Tequila shotz
all night long!

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm.
Happy Hour 2-8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks
& pints. $3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out
the bartenders choice of shot specials. $5.00
cheeseburger & fries. $3.00 Cuervo and $4.75 Jager
Bombs. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night
Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
$2 Well or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio
$1Draft Pints. 9pm “Saturday Starrlett's” w/Bunny
FuFu & Janee Starr. After the show, DJ Q spinning
inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike Lopez with the “Party
on the Patio”.

WOODY’'S - Open 11am-2am;
Happy Hour 10am-8pm (excl spec events); Full
Menu Kitchen open11am-11pm. Back Pocket Patio
Bar open 5pm-close. Techno and Top 40 Dance with
DJ Jeff 9pm til close. Check our ad for Twice-A-
Month Special Events or Themed Parties.
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

AFFORDABLE

PERSONAL TRAINING

PRIVATE GYM (East Side)

12 Week Package To A Better Body
FREE Consultation and Session
CALL ANDREW
520-909-4649
|
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AROUND THE GAY GLOBE. . .

Orthodox Christians and other radicals attempted to break up Russia’s
first state-approved gay rights march in the city of St Petersburg on Saturday,
reported the Interfax news agency.

The anti-gay demonstrators pelted the marchers with eggs and cursed
them. Interfax reported that police arrested at least 10 demonstrators.

The city of Moscow, which has long come under criticism for not
allowing such parades, has blocked such demonstrations precisely because it
argues that a pro-gay parade would be met with violence. But Russian gay and
lesbian groups have argued that not being allowed to demonstrate is a violation
of their human rights.

The march in St Petersburg was broken off after only 40 minutes
because of the violence.

‘We are still satisfied, because we were able, for the first time, to publicly
call for tolerance,” said organizer Maria Efremenkova. About 100 people
converged on the 10 gay rights activists, according to radio broadcaster Echo
Moskvy. The anti-gay protesters shouted slogans slurring homosexuals and
tore up pro-gay posters and banners.

The Brazilian army is holding two soldiers in connection with the
shooting of a young gay man following Rio de Janeiro’s pride parade. An army
statement says one of the suspects acknowledged shooting 19-year-old
student Douglas Igor Marques Luiz. The two sergeants were arrested and will
be questioned by police.

The army initially denied any involvement. Luiz was shot once in the
stomach Sunday. He was treated and released by local hospitals. Advocates
fighting discrimination against Brazil's lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual
community called the shooting an example of lingering homophobic attitudes
that mar the city’s reputation for tolerance.

In addition to receiving a life sentence for murdering his servant, gay
Saudi prince Saud Abdulaziz bin Nasser al Saud must also pay approximately
$101,000 in prosecution costs. Saud was not present at Monday’s hearing
regarding his expenses, according to the U.K. Press Association. He will have
to serve at least 20 years behind bars before becoming eligible for parole. The
34-year-old prince was convicted of killing Bandar Abdulaziz, a servant who
was brutally assaulted “with a sexual element” in a London hotel in February.

The two were believed to have been lovers.

U.N. Drops Protection For Gays and
Lesbians In Anti-Execution Measure

UNITED NATIONS (Observer Update) - A United Nations General
Assembly panel dropped a specific reference protecting gays in a resolution
condemning executions, Reuters reports.

Every two years, the panel passes a resolution condemning
extrajudicial, summary and arbitrary executions. In 2008, the resolution
included a reference to killings due to sexual orientation. In fact, it has included
such a reference for the past 10 years, reports 365Gay.com.

This year, however, Morocco and Mali introduced an amendment on
behalf of Muslim and African countries which replaced the term “sexual
orientation” with “discriminatory reasons on any basis.” The resolution does
specify that it condemns targeted attacks on racial, national, ethnic, religious,
linguistic and other groups.

Many Western delegations, including the U.S., expressed their
disappointment at the amendment and also voted against it. A British statement
to the panel said: “The subject of this amendment - the need for prompt and
thorough investigations of all killing, including those committed for ... sexual
orientation - exists in this resolution simply because it is a continuing cause for
concern.”

The amendment eventually passed by a slim margin of 79-70, and the
U.N General Assembly committee approved the final resolution with 165 in
favor and 10 abstentions. Countries which voted to remove sexual orientation
from the condemnation resolution included Iran, Nigeria, Sudan, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, Iraq and Uganda, where homosexuality is criminalized and even a
capital offense in some cases.

The resolution is now expected to be formally adopted in December. A
Human Rights Watch spokesperson, Philippe Bolopion, said, “It's a step
backwards and it's extremely disappointing that some countries felt the need to
remove the reference to sexual orientation, when sexual orientation is the very

reason why so many people around the world have been subjected to violence.”

Philly, Boy Scouts End Gay-Rights
Battle Over HQ

PHILADELPHIA (Observer Update) - A Boy Scouts chapter that won the
right to ban gays from its city-owned headquarters at a federal trial in
Philadelphia said it has negotiated a deal to end the decade-long dispute with
city officials, reports 365Gay.com.

The city had threatened to evict the scouts for violating its anti-
discrimination laws, and urged the group to reject national Boy Scouts of
America policies that ban gays. But a jury this year found the eviction would
infringe on the private group’s right to free association.

2990 N. Campbell, Ste. 230

Rather than appeal, the city will instead offer to sell the building to the
Cradle of Liberty Council for $500,000, less than half its $1.1 million value, council
lawyer Jason Gosselin said. In exchange, the scouts will forgive the nearly $1
million in legal fees the city was ordered to pay the scouts after losing the case.

“At the end of the day, the Boy Scouts will be writing a check to the city,
rather than the other way around,” Gosselin told The Associated Press. “This is a
better solution than having to go through an appeals process.”

City solicitor Shelley Smith and council attorney Sandra Girifalco said in a
joint statement Wednesday night that all parties had worked hard to find an

equitable solution.





