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NEWS STORIES OF 2010

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - From marriage celebrations to
youths taking drastic action to a prominent activist succumbing to pressure,
advocate.com recaps the most riveting news events of the year.

From marriage celebrations in D.C. to beleaguered youths taking drastic
action to a prominent activist succumbing to pressure, 2010 was as dramatic as
they come. But the good news outweighed the bad, with happy endings for people
like Constance McMillen, Dan Choi, and the students in Arkansas’s Midland
School District. Here’s our list of the most riveting news events of the year.

Annise Parker Takes Office

Somewhere Harvey Milk smiled on January 2: Lesbian Annise Parker
began her first day as mayor of Houston, the nation’s fourth-largest city. Even
though her city is on relatively stable financial ground, Parker still had to deal with
an economy that has yet to fully recover. City council members showed how much
faith they have in Parker’s leadership that they voted unanimously in December to
give her the ability to order mandatory furloughs.

HIV Travel Ban Lifted

The teens started off with some good news — on January 4, the 22-year-old
ban on HIV-positive visitors to the U.S. was finally ended. A gay man from the
Netherlands became the first HIV-positive tourist to freely enter the country when
he landed at New York’s JFK airport. With the travel ban ended, the U.S. is now
planning on hosting a biannual global HIV/AIDS summit in 2012. D.C.

Marriage Kicks Off

“‘Don’t ask, don't tell” repeal was the year’s big gay achievement, but
marriage equality also advanced in 2010. Washington, D.C., opened the doors to
same-sex marriage, with the first ceremonies being held March 9. Media reports of
the first marriages showed a racially diverse mix of couples — a big change from
gay marriages showcased in states like Vermont and lowa.

First Lesbian Episcopal Bishop Named

Too bad her surname wasn’t Glassceiling — Mary Glasspool certainly
broke a barrier when she was consecrated on May 15 as the first openly lesbian
bishop in the Episcopal Church. The partnered Glasspool is now a bishop
suffragan in the church’s Los Angeles diocese. In an interview with The Advocate,
the pioneer shared her favorite Bible verse: For | am convinced that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38-39).

ACLU Investigates Fake Prom

When 18-year-old Constance McMillen invited another young woman at
her prom at ltawamba Agricultural High School in Fulton, Miss., she had no idea
the nation would be riveted by her actions. Last spring, school officials told
McMillen she couldn’t bring a same-sex date to the prom, then canceled the event
altogether when she resisted their decision. The ACLU sued the district on
McMillen’s behalf, and then a group of parents set up an outside prom — and sent
McMillen and her date to a sparsely attended fake prom. The school district later
settled with McMillen for $35,000, paid her attorneys’ fees, and enacted a
nondiscrimination policy.

Target Controversy

As opposed to a retailer like Wal-Mart, Target has enjoyed a positive
reputation among many gay and lesbian shoppers. But that all changed this
summer when news broke of a $150,000 corporate donation from Target to a
group supporting antigay Republican Tom Emmer, who ran unsuccessfully for
governor of Minnesota, where Target is based. Boycotts followed, then an apology
from Target CEO Gregg Steinhafel, and then the news in December that Target
continued to contribute to antigay causes — months after Steinhafel’s “sorry.”

Youth Suicides
Tyler Clementi, Raymond Chase, Seth Walsh — these are just some of the
names of the young people who took their lives this year after enduring bullying for
being gay, or being perceived as such. But these young people didn’t die in vain;
their stories brought attention to an epidemic that has endured for decades, if not
centuries. Celebrities and politicians, from Kim Kardashian to President Obama,
filmed “lIt Gets Better” videos, while states and cities enacted or considered

antibullying legislation.

Arkansas School Board Member Thinks “Fags Should Die”

While teachers and students across the nation wore purple this fall to
highlight the epidemic of antigay bullying, the vice-president of the Midland School
District board in Arkansas went in another direction. Posting on Facebook, Clint
McCance took umbrage with people dressing in purple, and then, responding to
comments on his page, said he hoped gay people would kill themselves, dropped

10 NOTABLE QUOTES FROM 2010

NEW YORK (Observer Update)
- There was a lot to discuss this year!
Here are 10 notable quotables from
the vyear that was, reports
advocate.com.

‘I just got some amazing
news. The court has granted Portia’s
name change. She’s now officially
Portia Winfrey.” Ellen DeGeneres via
Twitter, September 23, 2010

‘| feel like I've contributed
monumentally to the success of the
gay movement in America, and if
anyone wants to argue that, I'm open
to it. You're welcome.” Sean Hayes to
The Advocate, March 1, 2010

“Let me say today that human
rights are gay rights and gay rights
are human rights, once and for all.”
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in a
speech to State Department employ-
ees, June 23, 2010

“Gay people who want to
marry have no desire to redefine
marriage in any way. When women
got the right to vote, it did not redefine
voting.” Cynthia Nixon at the New
Yorker Festival, October 1, 2010

“l don’t know about next
election, but | think in the near future,
because step by step we have
realized that this issue of homosexu-
ality has the same adverse and
progressive elements as when we
dealt with the race issue.” President
Jimmy Carter to BigThink.com, De-
cember 16, 2010

“l am a fortunate homosexual
man.” Ricky Martin coming out as gay
on his website, March 28, 2010

“I have watched every epi-
sode of RuPaul's Drag Race. Some-
times | want to dress up like myself and
go onstage as a drag queen to see if
anyone knows the difference. I'm two
degrees away from a drag queen
anyways. | love a queen where you
really have to question if it's a guy or a
girl — that magical mystery when you
just don’t know. “ Katy Perry to The
Advocate, September 1, 2010

“Boy, we haven’t grown at all,
have we? We're still children in a
schoolyard. Honestly, no offense
Dave, but for God sakes, have you
ever seen a gay man? Are there gay
people in Indiana?” Jim Carrey to
David Letterman when asked whether
he worries about playing a gay role in |
Love You Phillip Morris, November 18,
2010

“l just dropped my Diet Coke
... “ Chris Colfer on Twitter responding
to the rumor of an Ab Fab reunion in
the works, November 5, 2010

“No longer will our country be
denied the service of thousands of
patriotic Americans who were forced
to leave the military, regardless of their
skills, no matter their bravery or their
zeal, no matter their years of
exemplary performance, because they
happen to be gay. No longer will tens
of thousands of Americans in uniform
be asked to live a lie, or look over their
shoulder, in order to serve the country
that they love.” President Barack
Obama on signing the “don’t ask, don’t
tell” repeal into law, December 22,

2010

the f word repeatedly, and said he relished “the fact that [gay people] give each
other AIDS and die.” After The Advocate broke the story, reaction was swift: A
Facebook page called for his firing, and national media ran with the story.
McCance offered a pseudo-apology and resigned from his post in late October.

Lesbian Students Prevented from Graduating

Girlfriends Kelsey Hicks and Melissa McKenzie, both 18, were told by
administrators at Del City High School in Oklahoma that maybe they should
finish out their education at another school. Hicks put it this way while talking to
alocal TV station in November: “The principal will say ‘Well, you're gay. You're
not going to do anything with your life. You might as well just drop out now.’ It's
stuff to put you down that makes you want to drop out.” A statement from school
officials said they don’t discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, or age — sexual orientation was notably absent from their list.

Dan Choi’s Breakdown

In mid December, the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” looked like it
slipped through Congress’s fingers (thankfully, lawmakers would get it together
before Christmas). Dan Choi, a lieutenant in the Army facing discharge for
coming out, had been one of the most public gay personalities in the battle to
end DADT — he came out on The Rachel Maddow Show, chained himself to the
White House wall, endured hunger strikes, and traveled the country to tell his
story atrallies and protests. The assumed defeat of the repeal hit Choi hard, and
he was hospitalized at a mental facility following the news. But the resilient
activist wasn’t down for long — he attended the signing ceremony for DADT’s
repeal December 22. At the event, Senate majority leader Harry Reid returned
a West Point ring belonging to Choi, which he had given to Reid five months

earlier with the request to have it back when the law was repealed.
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Chuzapalooza
January 14-16

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Chuzapalooza, Tucson’s stop on the
International Gay Bowling Organization
(IGBO) tournament schedule will take
place on January 14-16.

IGBO, the Radisson Suites
Hotel, Storm Bowling, Budweiser and
LEFX are sponsors for the tournament.

This will be the fourth year for
this event, being held at Tucson Bowl,
7020 E. 21 Street. There are nine
games of bowling in singles, doubles
and team. There will also be a scratch
masters event broken down by aver-
ages and divisions.

More information and registra-
tion forms are at chuzapalooza.com.
Registration Forms should be mailed to:
Chuzapalooza, 410 S. Harvard Ave.,
Tucson, AZ 85710.

Registrations postmarked after
January 3, 2011, will be charged a
$10.00 late fee. All entries must be
received by January 7, 2011. Payment
can be in the form of check or credit
card. There will be a 3% processing fee
for all credit card payments.

To volunteer or for more
information, either email at:
info@chuzapalooza.com or phone at

520-495-0143.

TIHAN Matching
Donation Program
A Success

TUCSON (Observer Updated) -
Scott Blades, the executive director of
TIHAN announced “We are thrilled to
announce that compassionate friends
of TIHAN have given enough for us to
reach the minimum $5,000 required for
TIHAN to receive another $5,000 in
matching funds as part of a “San
Francisco Sister City Grant” challenge.
Thank you so much!”

Blades added that TIHAN was
touched by the generous response to
the challenge, and promise to use these

JANUARY 5, 2011

funds to compassionately support the
people with HIV/AIDS we serve.

“‘But we still need your
contribution!,” he said “The need in
our community is great, and with your
help, we will be able to meet the ever-
increasing number of CarePartners
we are called to serve. Your gift will
help us get a jump-start on helping
these individuals as we enter the new
year.”

Make checks payable to
TIHAN, and mail them to 1011 North
Craycroft Road #301, Tucson, Ari-
zona 85711-7301. Donations are
also accepted online attihan.org. For

more information, call 520-299-6647.

Gay Marriage
Boosts Mexico
City’s Gay &
Lesbian Tourism

MEXICO CITY (Observer Up-
date) On Top Magazine reports that
gay & lesbian tourism in Mexico’s
capital has soared since lawmakers
legalized gay marriage in March.
According to the government’s
Officinia de Turismo Lesbico-Gay
Bisexual y Transexual (LGBT), the
city netted nearly half a million dollars
(6 million pesos) in the second half of
2010.

The agency’s manager, Erwin
Romero Montiel, credited the legal-
ization of gay marriage for the city’s
soaring gay tourism.

“Social progress, namely the
law to allow marriages between
members of the same sex and local
government policies, have opened
great possibilities for this niche
market,” he told Mexican news
agency Notimex.

The city has actively cam-
paigned to woo gay dollars. For
example, after Argentina legalized
marriage for gay couples, Mexico City
officials invited the first couple to
marry to honeymoon in Mexico.
Montiel said that he believes Mexico
City can compete with the world’s
leading gay tourism cities of San

Francisco, Toronto and Buenos
Aires. He added that the city is
considering certifying businesses as
gay friendly.

“The gay tourist is equally or
more demanding than the hetero-
sexual tourist, and will easily uncover
a hoax, but the certification will allow
better control of quality standards,” he

said.

Palm Springs
City Manager
Defends His
Decision On
Police Chief

PALM SPRINGS (Observer Up-
date) - City Manager David Ready
spent much of a day defending his
decision to keep Police Chief David

Dominguez on the job, reports
mydesert.com.
The chief had issued an

apology for an “inappropriate com-
ment” he made during the 2009 Warm
Sands public sex sting operation, an
admission that led some in the
community to demand his ouster.
Others, including Ready and two
members of the City Council, de-
fended Dominguez.

And there were those like
Warm Sands resident Robert Stone,
who said Dominguez should have
come clean sooner with the public
about his full involvement in the sting
and the profanity he uttered. Stone
said he believes the chief’s offhand
comments to other officers on Warm
Sands surveillance duty set the stage
for an anti-gay slur made later by
another officer. “Never did we know
that the entree into the slur was
initiated by the chief,” said Stone, a
Warm Sands Neighborhood Organi-
zation founding member who has
attended several meetings where
Dominguez talked about the sting.

Ready said that while
Dominguez’ comments were inappro-
priate, the chief did not lie about his
involvement and thus deserves to
keep his job. But scores of e-mails to
public officials and media outlets
suggest that many are unsatisfied by
Dominguez’ apology and still believe
he wasn’t truthful about what was said

in his presence during the sting.
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Elton John In The News

DAviD FURNISH AND PARTNER SIR ELTON JOHN

Sir Elton John - Two two years
ago famously denounced gay mar-
riage - will perform this month for the
American Foundation for Equal Rights
(AFER), a group formed specifically to
support a challenge to California’s gay
marriage ban, Proposition 8.

Sir Elton bitterly chided gay
marriage backers after voters ap-
proved the ban in 2008. “What is
wrong with Proposition 8 is that they
went for marriage,” Sir Elton told USA
Today. “Marriage is going to put a lot
of people off, the word ‘marriage’ ... |
don’t want to be married. I'm very
happy with a civil partnership. If gay
people want to get married, or get
together, they should have a civil
partnership ... Heterosexual people get
married. We can have civil partner-
ships.”

Sir Elton and Furnish
entered a UK civil partnership in
2005.

Announcing the adoption
of Zachary Jackson Levon Furnish-
John to new dads Elton John and
partner David Furnish, the New
York Post continued a tradition of
antigay language and cartoons,
running a story with the headline
“Elton and wife proud dads.” The
story by David K. Li, which ran in
the print edition and online, was
free of antigay slurs or language,
but the headline, inaccurate,
sophomoric, antigay, and anti-
female, has elicited responses
from blogs and editorial writers.

Gawker’s Brian Moylan
points out that apart from the insult

to both gay men and women, the joke
is journalistically inaccurate, as the
men are civil partners in the United
Kingdom, though not technically
married. GLAAD reached out to the
New York Post’s managing editor, but
the newspaper has not changed its
headline. In previous years GLAAD
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has taken to task the newspaper
for calling transgender women
“she-males” and for its insulting
cartoon depictions of gay men. The
watchdog group was created 25
years ago in response to the Post’s
antigay AIDS coverage.

Anti-Gay Phone App Rejected
A Second Time

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
For a second time, Apple has rejected
the “Manhattan Declaration” antigay
app, reports advocate.com.

The “Manhattan Declaration” is
a 4,700-word statement that, according
to its website, was “born out of an
urgent concern about growing efforts to
marginalize the Christian voice in the
public square, to redefine marriage,
and to move away from the biblical view
of the sanctity of life.” The declaration
espouses antigay and antichoice views.

The declaration, written in
2009 and submitted in app form to
Apple in 2010, describes LGBT rela-
tionships as “immoral sexual partner-
ships” and “not a civil right,” and
included a quiz on gay civil rights and
reproductive rights that awarded points
for “right” answers, specifically those
that were antigay and antichoice.

Apple approved the app in
October 2010 before banning it the
following month as the result of outcry
from LGBT watchdog groups and a
petition calling the app offensive. The
National Organization for Marriage
released a video earlier this month
condemning Apple CEO Steve Jobs for
rejecting the app.

GLAAD reports that Apple
banned the app’s second submission
on the grounds that the app is likely “to
expose a group to harm” and “to be
objectionable and potentially harmful to
others,” the same grounds Apple gave
as reasons for the first ban.

ManhattanDeclaration.org calls
the ban “a statement of animus by a
major American corporation against the
beliefs of millions of Protestant, Catho-
lic and Orthodox citizens. It is our
sincere hope that Apple will draw back
from this divisive and deeply offensive
position.”
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National Organization For
Marriage Late Again With
Federal Tax Returns

By Fred Karger of Rights
Equal Rights

WASHINGTON, DC - The four
year old National Organization for
Marriage (NOM), and the National
Organization for Marriage Founda-
tion (NOMF) has once again failed
to file its required Federal Income
Tax Returns. Their IRS 2009 returns
for both of these non-profits, their
501(c)3 and 501(c)4 were due on
May 15, 2010. If they received an
extension, then they were due
October 15, 2010. Now they are 2 2
months LATE!

How do you say, “Front
Group?” | went again to the NOM
National Office at 2029 K Street,
NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC
20006 to see their 2009 Tax
Returns. Notice the UPS delivery
slip on the doorknob. Neighbors
said they never see anyone there,
yet they are leading the fight against
gay marriage in 14 states.

| recently visited their new
National Office in Washington, DC
twice during regular office hours to
view the returns. No one was there.
They must make them available to
anyone during regular business
hours. We also have checked online
repeatedly for their 2009 returns,
and again, nothing. What is NOM
trying to hide? Why do they not file
their tax returns every year?

| went through the identical
exercise in 2009 when | attempted
to view NOM’s 2007 and 2008
990’s, but they never filed those
either. We visited their then National
Office in Princeton, NJ many times
and no one was ever there either.

One set of 990’s was 5
months late. The other set was 17
months late, when finally, the night
before NOM President Brian Brown
was to testify in front of the Maine
Ethics Commission last year, all of
their delinquent tax returns magi-
cally appeared on the NOM web
site.

It was too late to stave off a
State of Maine investigation of
NOM, because in spite of threaten-
ing to sue the State of Maine (which
NOM eventually did), the Maine
Ethics Commission voted to investi-
gate the National Organization for
Marriage for election “Money Laun-
dering.”

NOM is not above the law.
They need to file their Income Tax
Returns like everyone else and
every other organization. We are
entitled to see just how much money
they raised and spent in 2009.
Whom are they trying to protect?

NOM President Brian Brown
getting questioned by reporters right
after Maine Ethics Commission
voted to investigate his organization
for alleged money laundering. NOM
has sued 14 states to invalidate
those state’s campaign finance
laws. 12 of those lawsuits were in
2010 alone. NOM hopes to invali-
date those state’s election laws, so
when they spend their millions in
those 14 states, it would not have to

be reported.

NOM goes into these states and
attacks anyone and everyone viciously
that dares to support marriage equality in
this country, and they do it without obeying
election laws. They even subpoenaed me
last year as soon as | filed the complaint
against them in Maine. They are
relentless.

Congressional Investigation of
NOM — Now a “Hate Group.” We have
tried repeatedly to get the Congress to
investigate the National Organization for
Marriage. There are numerous active
complaints filed against NOM with the
IRS. We need to get to the bottom of this
highly questionable organization, now
officially designated a “Hate Group,” by
the prestigious Southern Poverty Law
Center.

Where’s Doug Manchester? He’s
Not on Bust the Blacklist!

NOM now has a new web site up
to defend its multi-millionaire and billion-
aire contributors. Their most famous
donor of all is missing, hotel owner Doug
Manchester. Manchester's own people
have admitted that they are losing $1
million per month from the boycott that
Californians Against Hate (now Rights
Equal Rights) launched on July 17, 2008,
because of Doug Manchester's $125,000
early donation to qualify and pass
California’s Proposition 8. Here’s NOM'’s
new site, Bust the Blacklist:

Manchester’s close friend, fellow
San Diegan Terry Caster, who gave
$693,000 to qualify and pass Proposition
8, is on NOM’s list. Guess the last thing
Doug Manchester wants is any more
publicity. He got a lousy return on his
$125,000 contribution to take away
marriage equality in California - at least
$30 million in lost business to the
Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel alone!

(Rights Equal Rights (formerly
Californians Against Hate) was estab-
lished in July 2008 to draw attention to the
major donors to the Yes on Prop 8
campaign. These contributors gave $40
million to amend the California Constitu-
tion to take away the right of same-sex
couples to marry.

If our opponents want to take away
our rights, then we will fight back. We will
let the world know who these donors are.)
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BY DaviD MIXNER

“When | Am Old And Gay. ...."

In the Bible in Palms 71:18
there is a verse that says, “When | am
old and gray, do not forsake me...”

The LGBT community is
about to lose their tribal leaders,
elders and generational history with-
out even a peep. In addition, our
collective soul might be scarred for
ignoring the plight and needs of those
whose sacrifice made it possible for
today’s generation. Most will never
even know or enjoy the rights that
they fought so hard for you to
celebrate today. They couldn’t adopt
children, run for office or serve in the
military. Often they were institutional-
ized or forced to live lives of lies and
fear.

The baby boom generation of
LGBT citizens is the one that spans
our history from the oppressive 50’s,
to the transitional 60’s, the liberating
70’s, the plague ridden 80’s and the
beginning of hope in the 1990’s. A
good deal of the male population of
those times already passed in the
prime of their youth from HIV/AIDS.
Some of the most remarkable women
LGBT leaders came to power in that
time. Epic battles and tragic stories
are waiting to be recorded and told to
future generations.

The LGBT community must
acknowledge that this generation of
LGBT baby boomers is getting old in a
time with few services to meet their
needs as LGBT seniors. Often they
are in smaller and smaller living units,
scraping by with little food, limited
access to healthcare and almost no
living facilities to share with other
senior LGBT citizens. The few gay
men that are still alive after the AIDS
onslaught have few or no peers to
share their senior years since the
disease wiped out so many of their
friends. Like it or not, what remains
from the pandemic is an epidemic of

loneliness among our seniors.

Adding to our shame in
treatment of our LGBT seniors is the
fact that we are losing our history.
These citizens lived and experienced
the transformation of the LGBT
community over the last five decades.
Their stories are invaluable to future
generations especially since we have
lost so much of our history to HIV/
AIDS. Not only are our storytellers
gone but their papers were often
destroyed by surviving straight family
members. Oral histories should be
happening all over the country now.
The stories of oppression, bravery,
courage and battles fought should not
be lost. From our history comes our
self esteem and sense of community.

“When | am old and gay, be by
my side. Tell me what value | have
been to your journey. Let me feel your
love and help me celebrate my past.
Hold my shaking hands and reassure
me of my value. Give me your love to
strengthen my journey into new
transitions. | know we can all do this as
family, as a tribe and as a very special

people.”

Black Gay Footballer In Queen
Elizabeth’s New Year Honors List

LONDON (Observer Update) -
The founder of Britain’s first gay
football club has been appointed an
MBE in the Queen’s New Year's
Honors List 2011, Rod 2.0 Beta
reported. Fifty-year-old Aslie Pitter
was recognized for his 20-year-fight
against homophobia. The founder of
Stonewall FC tells the BBC that he is
still “pinching himself” after after being
appointed an MBE.

[Pitter said] it was nerve-
racking being one of the first openly
gay teams to “put our heads on the
block” and start playing Sunday
football. But he said the team had
barely received any abuse over the
decades. Mr Pitter now manages
Stonewall FC’s second team. He said:
“Being black and being gay | thought |
might come in for a lot of stick. In our
first game we were sharing a
communal shower with seven other
teams and | was pretty nervous. But it
has never really been a problem.”

Unfortunately Mr Pitter's fa-
ther died only days before the
announcement. He said: “lt is a
shame neither of my parents were

around to see it.” Only one profes-
sional footballer has come out pub-
licly. England international star Justin
Fashanu was the first black player to
command a £1m transfer fee but
suffered vile homophobic abuse from
fans and players after coming out in
1990. Fashanu tragically took his own
life in 1998 at the age of 37.
Entertainer Annie Lennox was named
an OBE-Order of the British Empire—
for her activism on AIDS and poverty.
Lennox was recently named Goodwill
Ambassador by UNAIDS and was
quite active at AIDS 2010 in Vienna.
Lennox also spoke with R20 in Vienna
and was very gracious. Congratula-
tions and bravo to Lennox, Pitter and

all those honored.
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White House Promotes Obama
Signing Of DADT Repeal

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - The White House has released a
3-minute video promoting President Barack Obama signing the bill that ends
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” the 17-year-old law that bans gay and bisexual troops
from serving openly, reported ontopmag.com.

The video features portions of Obama’s speech at the Department of
Interior and interviews with lawmakers and other stakeholders. Outgoing
Pennsylvania Representative Patrick Murphy sponsored the repeal bill in the
House.

“It means the world - not just for those in the military - but for our country
to see a president that is willing to do what is right, which makes our country
great,” Murphy says in the video. Also interviewed in the video is Captain
Jonathan Hopkins, who was discharged for violating the policy, and White House
domestic policy adviser Melody Barnes.

A gallery shot shows openly gay Representatives Barney Frank of
Massachusetts, Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin and Jared Polis of Colorado
seated together. At the end of the video, Obama signs the bill into law, then says,
“This is done.”

After DADT Repeal Votes, GOP
Senators Targeted For Ouster

BOSTON (Observer Update) - Senators Scott Brown of Massachusetts and
Olympia Snowe of Maine are being targeted for ouster for supporting repeal of
the military’s ban on gay and bisexual troops serving openly

The Republicans are among the five senators accused on Monday of
being too liberal by conservative group the Tea Party Nation. Senators Dick
Lugar of Indiana, Orrin Hatch of Utah and Bob Corker of Tennessee also made
the list.

The group’s founder, Judson Phillips, blasted Snowe and Brown for
crossing the aisle to vote with Democrats on “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and other
issues, and accused the five senators of being Republicans In Name Only, or
RINOs. The group called Brown “the biggest disappointment of the last year.”

A second conservative group, the Greater Boston Tea Party, is also
openly talking about an early retirement for Brown. “There’s enough of an
underground movement in the Tea Party movement as seeing him as not being
conservative enough,” Christen Varley, the group’s president, told the Boston
Globe. “There probably will be multiple people who attempt to run against him [in
2012]”

Other Republicans who voted for repeal include Senators George
Voinovich of Ohio, Mark Kirk of lllinois, Susan Collins of Maine, John Ensign of
Nevada, Richard Burr of North Carolina and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska.

Wyo. Ballot Measure On Marriage

CHEYENNE (Observer Update) - Two Wyoming state lawmakers want
voters to decide if the state should have constitutional authority to recognize
same-sex marriages, reported advocate.com.

State senator Curt Meier and state representative Owen Petersen said
they will introduce a resolution in the legislature’s 2011 general session to put the
matter on the ballot, The Torrington Telegram of Wyoming reports. They said a
voter-approved measure would clarify whether the state should accept same-sex
marriages performed elsewhere.

“We need to define Wyoming’s community standard and give people the
opportunity to vote,” Meier told the Telegram. Two thirds of state legislators would
have to approve the measure for it to go on the ballot in the next statewide
election.

Wyoming has a statutory ban, but not a constitutional ban, on same-sex
marriage. Two men filed a federal lawsuit in August challenging the state’s ban,
but the suit was dropped within a month, in the wake of news reports about one
plaintiff’s criminal history and doubts voiced by as gay rights activists about the

suit’s timing.



WEEKLY OBSERVER

JANUARY 5, 2011

COMMENTARY. . ..

by Chris Patti

After ‘Don’t Ask’ Repeal,
A Bigger Test

With a swoop of his pen,
President Obama wiped away more
than a century of discrimination that
had culminated in a 17-year struggle
for the rights of gay men and lesbians
serving in the U.S. armed forces.
Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates
will now try to fashion a policy that will
filter down to all of us in the services.
That policy needs to set a standard for
the ethical and equitable treatment of
all service members, regardless of
their sexuality.

Despite all of the controversy,
repealing “don’t ask, don’t tell” was the
easy part. Politics aside, it takes no
courage to simply right a wrong. The
president and members of Congress
have been congratulating themselves
for doing the right thing. But minds
should be turning to the difficult
questions that remain. These are the
same questions that vex our society
when it comes to equal rights for
homosexuals. They cross over into the
“gray areas” where some start to feel
uncomfortable and where the legal
options are ambiguous.

It is, for example, one thing to
hand a gay junior sailor a paintbrush
and point him toward a rusty bulkhead.
But can that gay sailor, if he has a
partner, collect the same housing
allowance his married counterparts
do? Can a lesbian sailor request to be
stationed where her partner is? Will
the military recognize a marriage

between two service members that is
legal in one state but not in another?

The issue of gay marriage
provokes deep divisions. | hope that
my brothers and sisters in the armed
forces can help the Defense Depart-
ment set standards for the rights of gay
men and lesbians that far outpace the
conflicted sentiment and resulting legal
tangle in our society. This is an
opportunity to show all Americans that
homosexuals deserve equal treatment
under the law. This applies not just in
some cases or with limitations but to
the full rights all Americans should
share when it comes to legal matters
such as marriage, salary and tax
benefits.

It is incumbent on the military
to not only pave a fair and equitable
way forward for all service members
but also to lead by example and
provide our country with a template.
The Sailor's Creed, which is recited
across the globe every day by
everyone serving in the Navy, con-
cludes, “I am committed to excellence
and the fair treatment of all.” It is time
for those words to ring true for
everyone who serves.

Most gay and lesbian service
members won’t be standing up and
announcing their sexual orientation at
the next “all-hands” call. They won’t get
new name tags. They will remain, as
they always have been, indistinguish-

able from their straight counterparts.
Instead, the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t
tell” means that there may be quiet
instances of a lesbian sailor telling a
shipmate that she is gay, or a gay
sailor saying that his plans for the
weekend include going on a trip with
his partner. Such statements are
likely to be met with shrugs, and
everyone will go back to getting the
mission done. But just because these
moments no longer risk automatic
discharge does not mean that gay
and lesbian service members have
equality.

The Pentagon must be clear
about treating all members of the U.S.
military equally, which means that it
must recognize gay marriage as legal
and a right of every soldier, sailor,
airman and Marine. These rights
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almost must extend to their spouses,
just as they do to the spouses of straight
servicemen and women, to include
health care, retirement benefits, Gl Bill
eligibility and commissary privileges.

If the military can create a
policy that sets the highest standards
for equal treatment for gay men and
lesbians, we will have won a battle that
is in some ways far more important than
any skirmish in Iraq or Afghanistan. Our
nation will have once again struck a
blow for equality, justice and what is
right.

(The writer, a chief cryptologic
technician interpretive, has served on
active duty in the Navy for 20 years.
This is reprinted from the Dec. 31, 2010

edition of the Washington Post.)

Arrest Made In Connection To Florida
Gay Couple’s Murder

MIAMI (Observer Update) -
Police in Florida have arrested a man
they suspect of killing gay couple
Kevin Mark Powell and Stephen
Duane Adams in their Wilton Manors
home on Sunday, Miami-based WSVN
reported.

Peter Serge Avsenew, 26,
was arrested driving Powell’'s black
2003 Saturn Vue near Dundee,
Florida. He’s being held at the the
Polk County Sheriffs Office and is
expected to be extradited to Broward
County soon. Police found the bodies
of Powell, 47, and Adams, 52, in their
home. Police entered the home at the
request of Adams’ sister who grew
concerned when her brother was a
no-show at a family gathering. Powell
had not fully recovered from a double-

organ transplant to cure his diabetes six
months ago.

The couple met at a Cleveland
gay pride parade 29 vyears earlier.
“They fell in love, and they’ve been
together ever since,” Powell’s brother,
Shannon Kicklighter, told the Miami
Herald. Authorities have not released
details of the double homicide or what
the motive might have been.

But it's possible the victims knew
their killer. Adams, a registered nurse,
and Powell, an interior decorator,
moved to Wilton Manors - which
includes a large gay population - earlier
this year. They had previously lived in
Hollywood, where the six-foot-one

Avsenew currently resides.

COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT'S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6™ Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY’S
3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB

915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339
7. BRODIE’S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain  622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.A.A.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft  299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

WORDS UNLIMITED
Writing, Editing, Ghosting

Everything from ghosting your
memoirs to polishing your screenplay.
Free initial consultation.

Write to Box 85571
Tucson. AZ 85754

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

E20.298 8157 Fax | Tucsoen, AL 85712

520-615-643620-615-643620-615-643620-615-
643620-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP for Lesbians,
Bisexuals, Trans, Queer, Women. Meets Mondays
(6:00 - 7:30pm) at Wingspan, 425 E. 7™ Street,
Tucson, AZ 85701. For more info, pleases contact
Brenda Casey, LMSW 520-694-0247 or
bcassey@umcaz.edu

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE CLINIC
provided daily by the Pima County Health
Department. Gay friendly. Confidential. Treatment
and Medication too! Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDATION
(SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office Hours 8am to 5pm,
Monday through Friday. Direct services and
emotional support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support groups
available. Prevention education programs. 628-
SAAF (7223). World wide web: http://www.saaf.org.
VOLUNTEERS WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. -CANCER SUPPORT GROUP for
Lesbians, Bisexuals, Trans, Queer, Women. Meets
Mondays (6:00 - 7:30pm) at Wingspan, 425 E. 7"
Street, Tucson, AZ 85701. For more info, pleases
contact Brenda Casey, LMSW 520-694-0247 or
bcassey@umcaz.edu

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays - is a support group available to anyone who
has a son, daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ 85740-
6264. All replies confidential.

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet Tucson for sharing,
support and information. You are not alone. For more
info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

Start getting more out of life with TUCSON PRIME
TIMERS. We're the local chapter of Prime Timers
Worldwide, the preeminent social organization for
mature gay and bi men as well as younger (21+) men
who enjoy their company. Each month we sponsor
a wide range of dining events, cultural enrichment
activities, parties, meetings, bowling, day trips,
picnics, tours and much more. Visitors are always
welcome. For info call our message phone 520-743-
9514 Visit our website: www.tucsonprimetimers.org

TUCSON INFORMATION AND REFERRAL

For Information on human service organizations,
health and mental health services, financial and
government assistance, emergency services such as
food and shelter, education, etc. Call Information and
Referral 325-2111 - 7am-7pm M-F - 9am-5pm
weekend and holidays.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual
Community Center, 425 E. 7th St., offers support
groups / info line / social events / library / meeting
space. Volunteer Opportunities. Board meetings
every 2nd Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m.
Information 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC) P.O. BOX 2097,
Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097. E-mail:
webmaster@gpglcc.org or call (602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay referral
service. Business and individual listings are free of
charge. All information available to anyone just simply
by asking. 322_5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

INNER WISDOM _ Try hypnotherapy for pain relief,
past life exploration and addiction release. Also
available: Spiritual Counseling and Dream
Interpretation. 579_9020

BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO - a social club for
bears and bigger, more robust men (and of course,
those who prefer their company). For more info, Call
the Bears Hotline (520)829-0117 or write P.O. Box
43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910 of visit our website
at www.botop.com All are welcome to our general
meetings/potlucks on the 2nd Friday of every month,
at 3202 E. 1= St. (the “Ward 6” Office Bldg.) Just south
of Speedway & East of Country Club. PotLuck Dinner
begins at 6:30 and the monthly meeting follows at
7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON- Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tuesday 8:45 to
9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center, 2940 E. Thomas,
Phoenix. Ellie 581-8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - QOutreach to Gay
and Lesbian people in Arizona. Meets monthly. Write
to P.O. Box 893, Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy
Walters, (602)371-1102

T-Squares, Tucson’s Gay & Lesbian square dance
club, dances Tuesdays 6:30_9 pm at the Cornerstone
Fellowship Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo Ave
(Northwest of 1st Ave & Glenn St). No experience
needed, no partner required! For more information
contact Barb at 886-0716, or visit
www.azgaydance.org.

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide lighting for AIDS
and related benefits at no charge. For more info call
Adrienne at 889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY! St. Philip’s
in the Hills Episcopal Church offers a variety of Gay
and Lesbian groups and services for the spiritually
minded. Come meet the Family! For more information
call Debbie 579-9827 or David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at 7:00 p.m.
third Wednesday of every month. Read and critique
current projects. Network and support. For info call
325-4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender and Straight Chorus, has been singing
songs of pride, hope and laughter for 20 seasons.
Check out our website at www.desertvoices.org, or
call (520)791-9662 for information about upcoming
concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC AWARENESS
PROJECT. In Tucson write Awareness Project, 3661
N. Campbell Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednesdays, 7:30
p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E. 7" Street. All
alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social organization for
men of all ages. Building an extended Gay family in
Tucson. Monthly social potluck gatherings the first
Saturday of each month and almost weekly social
activities. Call 207-5336 for information and a
newsletter.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer support to
people living with HIV/AIDS. The Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN) offers trained,
compassionate and committed volunteers to provide
services including friendly visits, light housekeeping,
assistance with meals, shopping, errands,
transportation and companionship for medical
appointments, and respite care for primary care
givers. No judgement or proselytizing - we are here
to be of service. For information call Scott at 299-
6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS TEAMS and
updates on Gay Games, contract TEAM ARIZONA
at their website: teamarizona.org

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT, Tucson’s Gay
and Lesbian business networking group holds regular
meetings the third Thursday of every month. Call 615-

6436 for more info. www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. meets on the second
Wednesday at Braun P.C. located at 6125 E. Grant
Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride produces the following
events each year: Pride Week; Pride In The Desert
and Pride On Parade. For more information please
call 622-3200 or visit their website at
www.tucsonpride.org

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND Unique
Hospital Volunteer Program teaches listening skills
to Volunteers who provide a safe/compassionate
environment to at_risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND TESTING
is available through the Pima County Health
Department at sites throughout Tucson, Very Gay
Friendly. For more information or to make an
appointment call 791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery Training)
a free non-12-step self_help alternative for people
working to overcome addictive and other emotional
problems meets in Tucson Monday thru Thursdays
at different locations. For more information about
SMART, contact Jennifer at 838_3975.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC! Nonsmoking
Lesbian Network meets every month. If you’'d like to
meet women 50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-
free environment, please call or email: 888-8010 ‘il
9pm, or joycesmth1@aol.com. The group dines
OUT! and attends shows, movies, comedy events,
etc. Now in our 23rd year, 7th in Tucson.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA GENDER ALLIANCE
(SAGA). The Southwest’s largest transgender and
gender-diversity advocacy organization. Speakers
and panelists available. General meetings monthly
on the 1t Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz (MTF
Support) meets 2" Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Boyz
(FTM Support) meets 3 Tuesdays at 7pm. Also
serving partners, youth, intersex, service providers
and allies. Call (520)624-1779 x26 for more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating club.
Discreet. Meetings every Monday evening. Call for
more info. APEX (Arizona Power Exchange) 602-415-
1123. 24-hr multi-choice message including
information, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE (AZAPA) seeks
to educate legislators and citizens about sound AIDS
policy. For more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call 602-279-
4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is providing
information and education for people interested in the
BDSM lifestyle, meets monthly for group discussion
and social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting this
February, the Tucson Rape crisis Center will be
providing free confidential group services for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender survivors of all
manner of sexual assault. Interested persons please
call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-1171 (if unavailable
leave message with phone number.

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education
Network meets first Thursday of every month at
4:30pm at Wingspan, 425 E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5 meetings a
week in Tucson. People who wish to stop their
compulsive sexual behavior, please call (520) 745-
0775 for current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION.
Interested? Call Kelly Quinn, (520)906-0669 and or
Mona Garcia 256-8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED - Tucson chapter for
Gay/Lesbian Lutherans meets 3rd Sunday, 5:30 p.m.
each month at Lutheran Church of the Foothills, 5102
N. Craycroft Rd. For information visit
www.Ictucson.org or write: Lutherans Concerned/
Tucson, P.O. Box 40702, Tucson, AZ 85717-0702.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault,
Hate Crimes, Bias Acts, Harassment. Call Megan at
Wingspan, 624-1779, ext. 116. Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run MEN’s outdoor
club for hiking, biking, camping, boating etc, is now
up and running in the Tucson area. To join, go
toSAGE-Tucson-subscribe @yahoogroups.com. See
you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open to all who
identify as male and are 18 or older) meets 2™
Tuesday of the month, 7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion,

3843 E. 37" Street, Tucson, AZ. (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who are kinky or
just curious. No fee, contributions are appreciated,

but not required.

Mondays, 6:30pm at Wingspan, 425 E. 7*" Street. This
is an open meeting of Narcotics Anonymous - all are
welcome. For more info call Bernie W.: 406-0740

TUCSON LATINO M2M - http://
groups.yahoo.com.TucsonM2M A social group for
Tucson and Sonora Latinos, and those who
appreciate them.

CANCER SUPPORT GROUP for Lesbians,
Bisexuals, Trans, Queer, Women. Meets Mondays
(6:00 - 7:30pm) at Wingspan, 425 E. 7" Street,
Tucson, AZ 85701. For more info, pleases contact
Brenda Casey, LMSW 520-694-0247 or
bcassey@umcaz.edu

YOUNG AND GAY?

GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet Tucson for sharing,
support and information. You are not alone. For more
info call Wingspan, 624-1779.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP

Sponsored by TMC Hospice and Valor Hos-
pice Care. 1st & 3rd Thursdays 4:30-6:00 p.m. at
the Unitarian Universalist Church, 4831 E. 22nd
Street, Tucson. Located one quarter mile east of
Swan on 22nd St. For more information please con-
tact Steve Ross- Valor Hospice 615-3996; Karla
Brockie - TMC Hospice 269-9573 or
karla.brockie@tmcaz.com

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us for two 20
minute silent sitting meditations, and reading from
Buddhist Spiritual text and discussion. Bring a friend and
a pillow or cushion. Takes place every Sunday from 10-
11:30AM at 3 Jewels, 314 E. 6" St. Donations accepted.
for more info. 323-2293.

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE WAY gay, bi
and transgendered men, 18 and older, creating spriritual
community using ritual, magic, shamanism and other
traditions and Initiations withiin the Western Mystery
Traditions. P.O. Box 42211, Tucson, AZ 85717
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Poet's Corner

OBAMA’S PAJAMAS
by Ron Rose - Tucson

Obama’s Pajamas, Smithsonian Bound
Barach never wore them, how does that sound?
The President’s problems, 24 hours a day,
Gets 400 Grand, why that’s hardly pay!

To face all our troubles, find answers for all
Takes 24 hours, 24 hours on call. Barach,
buy a nightshirt, and wear with a tie, And
then you’ll be ready, to go “Beddy-Bye”,

|
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life ‘as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless
viewpoints. Enjoy!

-
Chris Brown Won’t Apologize
For Slurring Raz-B, But He
‘Loves’ His Fans

LOS ANGELES (Observer Update) - On Top Magazine reported that R&B
singer Chris Brown isn’t apologizing for calling Mario “Raz-B” Thornton a “dick in
da booty ass lil boy,” but says he “loves” his gay fans. After Raz-B, a former
member of the R&B boy band B2K, tweeted that he didn’t understand how men
such as Brown and Eric Benet can “disrespect women as intelligent as Halle
Berry and Rihanna,” Brown’s former girlfriend who he famously assaulted in
February 2009, Brown hit back hard.

“Tell me this @razb2k! Why when the money was coming in you won'’t
complaining about getting butplugged! #homothug! | ain’t deleting my tweet
either! | was minding my damn business and Peter Pan decides to pop off!”
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SERVICES MASSAGE

ALTERATIONS AND REPARS “’/LAS.ISAB?E &l BoﬁnggFiK tl’ly
Let me keep your clothes fitting Ich. Avariable for In-calls ut-cafis.

properly and in good repair Appointment or moe information. Call

Experienced - Economical - Prompt. anytime 520.488.0229 1380
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264 in A TIME OF CELEBRATION
Tucson.1375 with Tantric Sensual MASSAGE.

PERSO NALS Euphoric Amazing Sessions! A True
healing experience! Creating a sacred
SR CITIZEN W/M looking fora  space, for men. Call Marc - 881-4582
dinner companion, my treat. 25-35  call, 8AM - 8PM - Touching men with
yrs. Old. Height and weight appro-

passion since 1981. 1380
priate.. No sex. Call 289-7410 leave
message. 1378 A GREAT MASSAGE by a 17-year

licensed professional. 237-7956
ED MOORE - | had a drink with you 1380
at Led Zep concert. Give me a
holler! Amritam 882-4736

1378

Brown also rejected claims by fans that he’s homophobic: “I'm not homophobic!
He’s just disrespectful! By the way, | love my gay fans and this immature act is not
targeted at you! It's wack as f**k that everybody can bash me, but soon as | defend
myself it's World War IIl. | TAKES S**T FROM everybody... it's cool though.”

In December 2007, Raz-B accused his former manager and cousin,
Chris Stokes, of sexually molesting former members of B2K while serving as its
manager. Two days later, he apologized, saying the allegations were not true. But
Raz-B revived his claims in September. Stokes has denied the accusations. Raz-
B also made a 2006 guest appearance on all-gay cabler’'s drama Noah’s Arc.

Mickey Rourke Says He’'ll Play
Openly Gay Rugby Star Gareth
Thomas

LONDON (Observer Update) - Actor Mickey Rourke has confirmed rumors
that he’s considering taking on a gay role. Appearing Sunday on the BBC’s Alan
Carr: Chatty Man, the 58-year-old Rourke talked about playing Welsh rugby star
Gareth Thomas.

On Top Magazine reported When Carr, who is openly gay, asked, “Is it
true you’re about to play a gay rugby player?” Rourke responded: “You're not
supposed to say that, okay? Here’s the deal. When | met the rugby player, Gareth
Thomas, this is one thing that he and | talked about. This is something that’s really
important. We’re doing a movie about a man who plays rugby who is gay.”

“Oh, | see,” Carr replied. “Sorry, | shouldn’t be so homophobic.” Thomas
first began talking about his coming out last year. In an interview with the UK’s
Daily Mail, the 36-year-old said he had his first male encounter at the age of 18
and told his teammates he was gay in 2006, shortly after divorcing his childhood
sweetheart.

“l read the story,” Rourke told Carr. “It's one of the toughest, hardest
sports in the world to play. They play with no pads. They play ... it's a really brutal
sport. To be a man who plays rugby who is gay and to live with that secret for the
amount of years that Gareth had, to perform at the high level that he performed at,

it takes a lot of courage.”
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 4-7.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. Burger
BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke inside with
Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call or
Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’'s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Mondays
BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour 4-7.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 8pm.- 1am

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long Island
Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour 4-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz
Nite .75 for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-
8pm. Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close “2’'sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm (2 for
1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink & Shot specials every
half hour.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for
your favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-
8pm. Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during
karaoke $1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices
all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm. 2
for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm.- lam. Happy
Hour 4 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin
music 8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican
beers, $3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/Bartenders
in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 & DJ
Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island, $1.50
Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.
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FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50 Tecate. $5 Buckets of
Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Karaoke 9pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-close
DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-
11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the
Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis 6-9pm.
Tori Steele Show 10pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 4-7.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy Hour 2-
8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders choice of
shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries OR two chicken
tenders & fries. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night
Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft Pints.
9pm “Saturday Starrlett’s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike
Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open1iam-
11pm. .
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

AFFORDABLE

PERSONAL TRAINING

PRIVATE GYM (East Side)

12 Week Package To A Better Body
FREE Consultation and Session
CALL ANDREW
520-909-4649
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Austin Gay Bashing Prompted
By Hug

_BoBBY BELTRAN AND PARTNER CHRISTOPHER QRTEGA VICTIMS OF BASHING

AUSTIN (Observer Update) -
Two Austin, Texas men claim they
were the victims of a hate crime on the
day after Christmas. Bobby Beltran
and Christopher Ortega say the attack
was prompted by an embrace they
shared after leaving a downtown gay
bar, reported ontopmag.com.

When five men who wit-
nessed the hug began vyelling ho-
mophobic slurs at the pair from inside
their car, Beltran yelled back, “That
stuff’'s not welcome here in Austin. We
don’t accept that.” “One guy came out
of the car, started attacking him
[Ortegal, then they put the car in park,
jumped out and surrounded us,” he

added.

The men say they were
punched, kicked and yelled at for
five to ten minutes. The attack ended
when one of the men warned that the
police were coming. But the victims
say the police didn’t offer much
assistance.

“The response was like
‘Sorry guys. We'll give you a report
number. We’'ll never catch these
guys,” Ortega told NBC affiliate
KXAN. Among medium sized cities,
Austin leads the state in the number
of reported anti-gay attacks, accord-
ing to the FBI.

Scissor Sisters’ Jake Shears
Proud To Be A Role Model To
Gay Teens

Jake Shears, the 32-year-old
frontman of Scissor Sisters, says he’s
proud to be a role model to teens
struggling with their sexuality,
ContactMusic.com reported.

“I'm proud to be that,” Shears
said. “I know what it's like to be a
teenager, and what it's like to come
out, and the difficulties of it all. And
how it feels to be in school and be
bullied.”

“When | read about suicides and
gay teenagers it's so tragic. | don’t
think teenagers realize that it actually
does get better. The minute you're
done with high school your life gets
better,” Shears said, referring to Dan
Savage’s It Gets Better Project, which
urges troubled gay teens to hang in
there. Savage, coincidentally, coun-

seled Shears to come out to his
parents.

“If 'm the go-to for new
gays, and if | can be someone that
gay teenagers can look at as
someone who’s happy and who has
made a good life for himself, then
that's great.” Shears advised gay
teens to “remain exactly who you
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