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PHOENIX (Observer Update) -
Howdy partners and welcome to
Arizona’s official Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (AGRA) 2011 RoadRunner Re-
gional Rodeo, Feb 18 - 20, at Rawhide
the Wildhorse Pass at the Gila River
Indian community.

It's going to be a great rodeo
with fun, games and thrills for all. Ticket
prices are $15 per day, Saturday and
Sunday or you can purchase a 2 day
pass for only $25.

AGRA and the Rodeo are proud
sponsors of many charities, including
PFLAG-Phoenix, TIHAN, Phoenix’s
Community Church of Hope and others.

Things were shaking in Phoenix
as early as 1982, when a small group
traveled to the Reno rodeo and Tish
Tanner won the title of Miss Reno
National Gay Rodeo. Arizona came to
life in the fall of 1984 when John decided
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to open a second Charlie’s in Phoenix.
The bar opened in early November
and since John and Kenny Cunitz lived
and breathed rodeo, it was only a
matter of weeks before the Arizona
Gay Rodeo Association (AGRA)
formed.

In December 1984 the new
group targeted January of 1986 for
their first rodeo. Arizona became the
fifth state to host a gay rodeo and the
event took place in the most unique
arena facility on the south side of
Phoenix: a Mexican Charro rodeo
arena with an attached dance hall
known as the Corona Ranch. AGRA is
proud to be one of the 5 founding
members of the International Gay
Rodeo Association (IGRA) and privi-
leged to hold the Arizona heat for the
International Rodeo league.  Since
then. the story continues...

For more information, go
online to agra-phx.com.

Shove It! Dan Choi Won’t Pay The
Government For His Being Discharged
Under DADT

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Updte_ - The Defense Department,
after discharging gay soldiers under the
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell policy, apparently
sends them bills requiring them to pay
back “unearned portions” of their
contracts, reports the Colorado Inde-
pendent.

High-profile discharged soldier
Dan Choi received his bill from Defense
Department Finance and Debt Services
in the amount of $2,500. He sent a
strongly worded letter to White House
Public Engagement Director Brian Bond
explaining why he wasn’t going to pay.

‘It would be easy to pay the
$2500 bill and be swiftly done with this
diseased chapter of my life,” he wrote.
“..But my obligation is to take a stand... |
refuse to pay your claim.”

The U.S. Military spent roughly
$200 million on Don’'t Ask, Don’t Tell
since its implementation nearly two
decades ago, recruiting, training, inves-

tigating and replacing gay service
members. If Choi’s bill is any indica-
tion, the government has been, in
effect, heaping on bureaucratic injury
to insult by demanding discharged gay
soldiers help foot the bill the whole
time.

“By flagrantly and repeatedly
violating an immoral law, | have
flagrantly and repeatedly saluted the
honor of America’s promise,” Choi
wrote in his “screw you” letter to the
White House. “At West Point, when we
recited the Cadet Prayer we reminded
ourselves ‘always to choose the
harder right over the easier wrong.”

Now that Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
has been repealed, will Choi and all of
the other discharged gay soldiers still
be forced to pay? Or will the
government be made to pay repara-
tions to the gay soldiers it discharged
under the policy and whom it appar-
ently billed for the pleasure?
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Pentagon Reveals DADT
Repeal Plan

L-R, CLiFForD L. STANLEY AND GEN. JAMES E. CARTWRIGHT

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - Gen. James Cartwright
Pentagon officials updated reporters
on the progress in implementing
repeal of the “don’t ask, don'’t tell”

policy.

During the 45-minute brief-
ing, Gen. James E. Cartwright, vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and Clifford L. Stanley, the
undersecretary of defense for per-
sonnel and readiness, answered
questions about the time line, con-
tent, and guidelines for the implemen-
tation process.

The Pentagon has yet to set
forth a comprehensive timetable for
implementing repeal, but officials said
that the process would move “expedi-
tiously and quickly,” conceivably
within a matter of months.

‘I think we leave the year
there because it's a good goal,”
Cartwright said. “There is nothing that
tells us it’s unreachable. But we have
to allow for the fact that we may
discover something between now
and then,” he said, noting that the
service chiefs would provide feed-
back every two weeks on require-
ments such as troop training that
could affect the pace of the process.

“We believe we can do it
within this year,” Stanley added. “But
there’s no artificial target put down
because that would create artificiality
that just wouldn’t be real.”

DADT repeal becomes offi-
cial only 60 days after the president,
the secretary of Defense, and the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
sign off that policy changes are
“consistent with the standards of
military readiness, military effective-
ness, unit cohesion, and recruiting

and retention of the Armed Forces.” In
his State of the Union address,
President Obama said, “Starting this
year, no American will be forbidden
from serving the country they love
because of who they love.”

The press conference coin-
cided with the release of two Pentagon
memos: one addressed to all military
service chiefs, and another from
Defense secretary Robert Gates to
Stanley, who is tasked with imple-
menting a repeal strategy. Among the
“guiding principles” that Gates or-
dered Stanley to follow are that “no
policy will be established that is solely
based on sexual orientation” and that
“harassment or unlawful discrimina-
tion of any member of the Armed
Forces for any reason will not be
tolerated.”

Gates gave Stanley a one-
week deadline to establish “a timely
and orderly” strategy for the repeal
process, one that applies to the “entire
Department at the same time.” In
statements, service member advo-
cacy groups generally welcomed the
progress on repeal implementation
thus far.

"Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network is pleased the Penta-
gon is taking thoughtful steps to move
toward certification and implementa-
tion of open service,” said executive
director Aubrey Sarvis. “SLDN contin-
ues to believe open service can be
achieved sooner rather than later. |
agree with General Cartwright that all
of the troops, from top to bottom, do
not need to undergo a comprehensive
training and educational program
before there is certification. The
training and education plan need only
be in place. The fact is education and
training around open service can be

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE
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Wiingspan
Benefit At
Congress Hotel
Feb. 12

TUCSON (Observer Update) - On
Saturday, February 12, 6:30 pm, at the
Hotel Congress, 311 E. Congress, a
fund raiser is being held for Wingspan.

This Wingspan fundraiser will
model the latest in winter hair and
fashion trends with live music, free food
and Xoom juice samples.

Event is free, but donations for
Wingspan will be solicited. David Glenn
Rudenborn is sponsoring this hairtastic
and fashion fabulous event for your
LGBT community center. For more
information, call - 520-334-0901 or E-

mail: davidofddesert@yahoo.com.

Regina Romero

Asks For LGBT

Help In Coming
Campaign

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
Tucson Ward 1 Councilmember Regina
Romero, an advocate for the LGBT
community and causes is facing a
primary and general election campaign
for her effort to maintain her seat on the
City Council.

Romero is facing presently, two
Democratic opponents as well as an
independent candidate for the Ward 1
Council seat this year.

Her campaign is currently
gathering petition signatures to qualify

for the ballot. For more information or to
volunteer, call 982-4178.
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St. Phillips’
Historic Event
With Episcopal

Church’s
Presiding
Bishop, Feb. 6

THE MosT REVEREND
KATHARINE JEFFERTS SCHORI

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
As part of the church’s 75th anniver-
sary celebration, The Presiding
Bishop, The Most Reverend Katharine
Jefferts Schori is making an historic
visit to St. Philip’s In The Hills
Episcopal Church on Sunday evening,
February 6.

In celebration of her visit,
there will be a Gala Banquet at the
University of Arizona Student Union
Ballroom, with the Presiding Bishop
speaking, and St. Philip’s Outreach
Ministries will be highlighted, includ-
ing TIHAN! The Most Rev. Dr.
Katharine Jefferts Schori, is the
twenty-sixth Presiding Bishop of The
Episcopal Church, and she serves as
chief pastor to the Episcopal Church’s
2.4 million members in 16 countries
and 110 dioceses. Rev. Schori is
outspoken and supportive on LGBT
issues, as has been previously
reported in the Observer.

Hundreds of Tucsonans are
expected to join this exciting event. If
you would like to sit at TIHAN’s table
at the Gala Banquet (dinner event
tickets are $30/person), please con-
tact Scott Blades at 299-6647 or
scott@tihan.org. Advance registra-

tion is required.

TIHAN
Update

TIHAN Seeks a 30 Hour/Wk
Admin Assistant with Volunteer Coor-
dination Experience. Job Summary:
The Administrative Assistant over-
sees the daily office operations and
administrative volunteer staff. Per-
forms varied advanced secretarial
and administrative work. Additional
responsibilities include: maintaining
the database, coordinating
acknowledgement of donations, main-
taining office equipment and sys-
tems, and working with vendors.

Job Impact: TIHAN’s Admin-
istrative Assistant will ensure that the
office runs smoothly, that administra-
tive support volunteers are happy and
engaged in projects to support
TIHAN, and that issues are dealt with
in a timely and professional manner.
TIHAN’s staff will be supported in
carrying out their responsibilities, all
required record-keeping is done
accurately and timely, and TIHAN'’s
volunteers, CarePartners, and do-
nors are supported.

Salary is $11/hour. Position
is 30 hours/week, flexible schedule,
requiring some evening and weekend
hours. For a copy of the job
description, email scott@tihan.org.
Applicants who meet the minimum
qualifications should submit a cover
letter and resume (must document
volunteer coordination and database
management experience), along with
three references to scott@tihan.org....

Volunteer Orientation - Learn
about TIHAN and Volunteer Opportu-
nities on Saturday Afternoon, Febru-
ary 5.

TIHAN’s next Volunteer Ori-
entation will take place on Saturday,
February 5, 2011 from 1:00pm-
5:00pm. TIHAN'’s Volunteer Orienta-
tion is a great way to learn more about
TIHAN, HIV/AIDS and its impact upon
individuals in our community, TIHAN’s
current volunteer opportunities, and
how you can help make a difference
in our community. It is also your first
step to becoming a volunteer with
TIHAN. If you are interested in
attending or if you would like more
information, please contact Anita
Timpani at (520) 299-6647 or
volunteercoordinator@tihan.org.
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CoNTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
accomplished in the first and second
quarter of this year. In addition, much of
the training can continue to take place
during the 60-day period following
certification.”

Alexander Nicholson, execu-
tive director of Servicemembers United,
said, “The speed with which the
Defense Department is moving on the
requirements for certification and imple-
mentation of the repeal of ‘don’t ask,
don’t tell’ is promising. We will continue
to monitor this process and communi-
cate any concerns that arise to the
military leadership as the process
unfolds, but overall we are pleased with
the Pentagon’s good faith effort to move
with deliberate speed to end this
chapter in our history.”

In his memo to the service
chiefs, Stanley wrote that same-sex
partners of gay and lesbian service
members won’t be eligible for benefits
such as medical care and housing
allowance — a result of the 1996
Defense of Marriage Act — nor will
service members discharged under the
policy be entitled to apply for retroactive
full separation pay. ??“We also are
required by law to abide by the scripture
of DOMA, the Defense of Marriage Act,
regardless of what's shaping up in
different states, we haven’'t changed
that,” Stanley said at the press
conference. “We still reserve the right to
look at emerging things. There could be
something we don’t know about.”

Human Rights Campaign presi-
dent Joe Solmonese called for parity in
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benefits for gay service members
and their families, which could be
accomplished by adding same-sex
partners under definitions of “de-
pendent” or “family member,” he
said in a statement. “Such a step
would be consistent with President
Obama’s June 2009 memorandum
that all federal agencies take steps
to extend benefits equally to lesbian
and gay employees, where permit-
ted by law,” Solmonese said.

In his memo, Secretary
Gates wrote that Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Mike
Mullen and all secretaries of respec-
tive military branches are required
to assist Stanley in forming a
concrete plan for implementing
repeal. That would include Marine
Corps commandant Gen. James F.
Amos, a vocal critic of DADT repeal
(however, after the Senate passed a
stand-alone repeal bill last month,
Amos said that the Marines would
“step out smartly to faithfully imple-
ment the new policy”).

“Strong, engaged and in-
formed leadership will be required at
every level to implement [repeal]
properly, effectively, and in a
deliberate and careful manner,”
Gates wrote to Stanley.

Conduct standards related
to dress and appearance, as well as
public displays of affection, will be
sexual orientation neutral under the
new policy. Stanley further ordered
service branch chiefs to “immedi-
ately review” all conduct policies

having to do with those standards, as
well as policies regarding “zero toler-
ance for harassment and hazing.” The
creation of separate living or bathroom
facilities based on sexual orientation
also will be prohibited.

But such changes will not be
immediate. “The ‘don’t ask, don't tell’
law is still in effect and we are obligated
to follow that law, and to say anything
other than that at this time would be
inappropriate,” Stanley told reporters.

Until then, Log Cabin Republi-
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cans executive director R. Clarke
Cooper said his organization would not
halt its lawsuit against the policy (in its
case, a federal judge ruled DADT
unconstitutional last year). “All along
we’ve said, ‘Suspend the discharges
and we’ll drop the suit,” Cooper said.
“The reason why the suit is alive is that
there are still folks being processed for
discharge,” though any pending dis-
charge now requires the direct approval
of a service chief, as well as
Undersecretary Stanley and the De-
fense Department’s general counsel —

an unlikely scenario.

Problems Plague Return
Of ROTC Programs

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer Update) - Even though President Obama
urged college campuses to welcome back military recruiters following the repeal of
“don’t ask, don’t tell,” The New York Times says there are still some issues to iron
out.

Many universities and colleges were not supportive of Reserve Officer
Training Corps programs on campus because of the military’s ban on openly gay
personnel. But with the repeal coming to an end, the military will still be hard-
pressed to bring new ROTC programs to campus because of budget constraints.
There also is little enthusiasm for ROTC programs at most of America’s colleges,
with only about 10 to 20 students participating in them at schools that host them,
reported advocate.com.

“I would be the most surprised person in the world if the military came back
to Harvard or Yale,” Diane Mazur, a former Air Force officer and current law
professor at the University of Florida, told the Times. “The military doesn’t have the
staffing or the funding, and it's very expensive to start a new ROTC detachment.”

Another issue is the military’s ban on transgender service members — a
student at Stanford wants to keep ROTC programs off campus until that policy is
changed.
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G/L Marriage Bill
Introduced In Maryland House

ANNAPOLIS (Observer Up-
date) - A bill to legalize gay marriage
was introduced in Maryland’s House.
It follows a similar introduction in the
Senate, reports On Top Magazine.

Both chambers will debate
the legislation simultaneously to
expedite the process during
Maryland’s brief 90-day session,
which began 3 weeks ago. House
Maijority Leader Kumar Barve sub-
mitted the bill in the House, while
Senate Majority Leader Rob
Garagiola and Senator Rich
Madaleno are behind the Senate
version.

Committees assigned to the
bill in both chambers include pro-
gay marriage majorities.

Madaleno told On Top Maga-
zine during a brief telephone
interview that the chances of

passage are “the best it’'s ever been.” “We
had a very successful election in
Maryland on this issue. We brought in a
number of new people who are committed
to this issue in both chambers. In the state
Senate we enlarged the Democratic
majority, which is a rarity in 2010.”

“It was a transformative election
in Maryland on this issue,” he added.
Democratic Governor Martin O’Malley
has pledged to sign a gay marriage bill into
law if it is approved by lawmakers. Gay
marriage is legal in five states -
Connecticut, lowa, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts and Vermont - and the
District of Columbia.

Two additional states - New York
and Rhode Island - will also consider
legalizing gay marriage this year. A
majority of people in all three states
support marriage equality, according to a
report released compiled by the Human
Rights Campaign (HRC).

Kent Sorenson’s lowa Senate Bid To Push
Gay Marriage Ban Fails

DES MOINES (Observer Up-
date) - An early morning bid by
freshman lowa State Senator Kent
Sorenson to push for a gay marriage
ban in the chamber has failed,
reports On Top Magazine. All 26
Democrats united to defeat 24
Republicans on the motion that
sought to suspend the chamber’s
rules.

Sorenson’s motion was
framed as a showdown on gay
marriage by socially conservative
group The Family Leader, the state’s
most vociferous opponent of the
lowa Supreme Court’'s 2009 unani-
mous decision that brought gay
marriage to the Midwest. In an email
to supporters, the group’s chairman,
Danny Carroll, explained that
Sorenson was planning to “file

numerous amendments and use any
other tactic at his disposal” in order to
force a vote on the lowa Marriage
Amendment (IMA), a joint resolution that
seeks to put a question on the 2013 ballot
that would define marriage in the lowa
Constitution as a heterosexual union. The
IMA would ban any legal recognition of
gay and lesbian couples, including civil
unions and domestic partnerships.

Senate Majority Leader Mike
Gronstal has vowed to block the measure
from reaching the Senate floor.

Gronstal denied Carroll's claims
that the vote was on gay marriage. “It is
not a vote on the constitutional vote, but |
understand that people can lie and say it
is,” Gronstal told the Des Moines Register.
The IMA cleared a key House panel on
Monday. A House hearing on the measure
is set.
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COMMENTARY. . ..

The State Of
The LGBT Movement

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - The state of any union,
including the union of LGBT people
within the United States, is relative,
wrote Lisa Keen of the Keen News
Service for 365gay.com.

First, it depends on to whom
you are comparing the union.
Comparing the United States to
China would favor China if you're
looking at budget surpluses, but if
you're examining the environment
for being gay, lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender, the United States is far
and away the better state in which to
live. Second, the state of the union
depends on what time frame against
which you are making your compari-
son. The environment for being gay,
lesbian, bisexual, or transgender is
decidedly much better now than it
was in, say, the 1950s.

In the 1950s, the American
Psychiatric Association’s diagnostic
book characterized same-sex attrac-
tions as part of a mental disorder.
U.S. Rep. Arthur Miller told his
colleagues on the floor of the House
in 1950 that he would like to “strip the
fetid, stinking flesh off of this skeleton
of homosexuality....”

And by 1953, President
Eisenhower issued an executive
order barring gays from civil service
employment -a bar that existed until
1975.

And third, the state of the
union depends on what your vision
for that union is.

The 1950s look just fine to a
person who longs for all Americans
to conform to The Adventures of
Ozzie and Harriet -one man, his wife,
and two kids, all white, all straight, all
the time. But for people who are not
all straight and all white all the time,
the Modern Family is a happier
union.

So, making an assessment
about the State of the Union can be a
very subjective exercise.

There are, however, some
objective measurements that can be
found that enable people to apply to
whatever place, time, or view of the
union they wish in making their
assessment. And, for LGBT people,
here are a few of those to reflect
upon:

Public opinion polls: In 1972,
the first time the General Social
Surveys asked whether homosexual
relations were “wrong” or “not wrong
at all,” 87 percent of respondents
said it was “wrong,” 11 percent said
“not wrong at all,” and 2 percent had
no response. (The GS Surveys are a
well-respected tool of the National
Opinion Research Center at the
University of Chicago.)

By 2006, 80 percent said
wrong, and 32 percent said “not
wrong.” At last January’s Proposition
8 trial, public opinion expert Gary
Segura of Stanford University testi-

fied that public feelings about gays and
lesbians was similar to that for Muslims
after the 9/11 attacks on New York and
Washington.

A “feeling thermometer” (by the
American National Elections Studies)
gauging people’s feelings (hot or cold)
about various groups has consistently
found respondents rating “gays and
lesbians” with cool to cold nhumbers.

And yet issue-oriented polls
have shown steady improvement. Sixty-
eight percent were against allowing gays
to marry in the 1990s; though still in the
majority, only about 47 percent are now.
In the 1970s, 56 percent of people felt
gays should have equality in employ-
ment; now, 89 percent do.

Protective laws: Today, accord-
ing to the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, 21 states plus the District of
Columbia have laws banning discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation.

Of those, 13 also ban discrimina-
tion based on gender identity. Laws
prohibiting discrimination based on
sexual orientation cover 44 percent of
the U.S. population, and laws prohibiting
discrimination based on gender identity
cover 29 percent of the population.

Looked at another way, 56
percent of the population has no law
prohibiting discrimination based on
sexual orientation. But 30 years ago,
there were no laws anywhere prohibiting
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion. By the end of the 1980s, only
Wisconsin, Massachusetts, and the
District of Columbia prohibited sexual
orientation discrimination. By the end of
the 1990s, it was 10 states and D.C. So
half of the 21 states that have passed
non-discrimination laws protecting LGBT
people has done so only in the past 10
years.

Discriminatory laws: There are
no laws today prohibiting sexual rela-
tions between consenting adult same-
sex partners. That's been true since
2003, when the U.S. Supreme Court, in
Lawrence v. Texas, struck down state
laws prohibiting same-sex sexual rela-
tions.

But there are amendments to the
constitutions of 30 states that specifically
bar same-sex couples from marrying. All
were approved in the last 15 years. And
there are statutes in other states that do
the same.

There is also a federal law that
allows states to ignore the legitimate
licenses granted for same-sex marriage
in the five states and District of Columbia,
who grant them, and that allows the
federal government to ignore those valid
marriage licenses.

And, though Congress passed
and President Obama just last month
signed a bill to repeal the federal law
banning openly gay people from serving
in the military, that law won'’t be repealed
until the military jumps through a number
of hoops to satisfy an unprecedented
“certification” process to satisfy oppo-
nents of repeal that repeal won’t harm

military readiness.

Hate crimes against LGBT
people: In 2009, according to statistics
from the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, law enforcement officials reported
recording 1,482 victims targeted due to
bias based on sexual orientation.

That’s about the same as it was
five years ago and fewer than the 1,664
reported ten years ago. The Hate
Crimes Statistics Act was enacted in
1990, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act
(including sexual orientation) was en-
acted in October 2009. FBI numbers are
not yet available for 2010.

Movement infrastructure: The
income for the nation’s largest LGBT
political organization -the Human Rights
Campaign and its affiliated Foundation—
was $38 million for its most recent fiscal
year, ending March 31, 2010.

That dwarfs what the $846,000
the organization brought in when this
reporter first surveyed national gay
groups in 1987. But it represents a
significant drop (17 percent) from the
$46 million HRC collected in its fiscal
year ending in 2009.

The nation’s largest LGBT legal
group -Lambda Legal Defense and
Education Fund—took in $17 million in its
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most recent fiscal year, 2009,
compared to $677,360 in 1987 and
$26 million in 2008.

By comparison, the right-
wing’s largest political group - Focus
on the Family—expected $100 million
in 2010 and the largest right-wing
legal group - the Alliance Defense
Fund—has an annual budget of $32.7
million in 2009, according to its
website.

And, yes, there are many
more criteria anyone could use in
assessing the state of affairs for
LGBT people in the United States
today -the frequency of positive
portrayals of LGBT people in popular
media; the number and viability of
LGBT news outlets, community
centers, and political groups; and the
scoreboard on important legal chal-
lenges in the federal and state
courts.

It matters, too, whether
Democrats or Republicans control
Congress and who controls the
White House. And, it can also matter
whether that person who does sit in
the Oval Office uses that bully pulpit
to urge the rest of the country to
respect the union of all Americans

includes LGBT citizens.

Hawaii Senate Passes
Civil Unions

HONOLULU (Observer Update) - The Hawaii senate passed a civil unions
bill that, unlike a previous civil unions bill, will likely make its way to a supportive

governor, reports advocate.com,

The bill, SB 232, passed by a 19-6 vote and is identical to HB 444, a 2010
civil unions bill passed by both Hawaii’s house and senate but vetoed by then-
governor Linda Lingle. Lingle, a Republican, was termed out of office in 2010, and
Democrat Neil Abercrombie, a civil unions supporter, was elected in November.

“The Hawaii Senate has sent a strong message that discrimination
against families headed by same-sex couples is wrong,” HRC president Joe
Solmonese said in a press release. “All people of Hawaii deserve to be treated
with equal dignity and respect under the law, and no child should ever have to
grow up feeling that their family is somehow less than that of their friends and
neighbors.” The state house will likely take up the civil unions issue after press

time for this edition of The Observer.
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New Mexico Lawmakers
Introduce Four Bills To Ban
Gay Marriage

SANTA FE (Observer Update) - New Mexico Republicans has introduced a
flurry of bills to ban the state from recognizing the unions of gay and lesbian
couples, the New Mexico Independent reported.

One measure seeks to define marriage as a heterosexual union in the
New Mexico Constitution. The second bill would ban the state from recognizing
the out-of-state marriages of gay couples, reported On Top Magazine.

A third House bill introduced by Representative Nora Espinoza would
also ban gay marriage with a constitutional amendment. In the Senate, Senator
William Sharer is also backing a bill that would define marriage as between one
man and one woman.

Gay unions have become a contentious issue in previous sessions as
activists lobbied for domestic partnerships, while opponents pitched gay
marriage ban simultaneously. But the dynamics in this session might have tipped
in favor of ban supporters. Unlike previous Democratic governors, Republican
Governor Susana Martinez opposes any recognition of gay unions. Three weeks
ago, Attorney General Gary King concluded that the out-of-state marriages of
gay couples are likely valid in New Mexico, uniting gay marriage foes.

“I believe that the citizens of New Mexico, not only have a right, but have
an obligation to define their own culture,” Sharer told the AP. “Culture should not
be defined by a judge or an attorney general. This is something that the citizens
of New Mexico ought to have a right to vote on.”
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COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT'S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224

5. WOODY'’S
3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd. 293-7339

7. BRODIE’S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain  622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.A.A.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft  299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

WORDS UNLIMITED
Writing, Editing, Ghosting

Everything from ghosting your
memoirs to polishing your screenplay.
Free initial consultation.

Write to Box 85571
Tucson. AZ 85754

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

E20.298 8157 Fax | Tucsoen, AL 85712

520-615-643620-615-643620-615-643620-615-
643620-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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Atlantic City Lip-Syncs For Its
Life With Annual Miss’d
America Pageant

ATLANTIC CITY (Observer Update) As National Drag History Month comes
to a close, it's not just being celebrated on Logo, reports 365Gay.com. Atlantic
City celebrated the world of drag in January with a parody of the Miss America
Pageant entitled “The Miss’d America Pageant.”

The event has been held on the same stage as the original Miss America
at Boardwalk Hall for the past two years, with a bevvy of queens from Atlantic City,
Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and the New York City area. How good was it?
Comedian and host, Susanne Westenhoefer said at the open of the show, “Who
saw the Miss America Pageant last night? What you’re about to see will be so
much better than that.” And she was right. The event was also a fund raiser for
several charities, including the Schultz-Hill Foundation, The National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force and the South Jersey AIDS Alliance.

Richard Helfant, the president of the Greater Atlantic City GLBT Alliance
said, “With the success of last year’s pageant raising more than $30k for charity,
we are extremely excited to bring Miss’d America back with lavish sets, incredible
production numbers featuring the lovely and talented Erika Schiff, along with the
Miss’d America dancers and even more contestants.”

In addition to the contest, there was a running narrative created by
director (and star), Robert Hutchen also known as “Sandy Beach.” The side story
was a parody of the HBO hit, “Boardwalk Empire.” The bits featured former Miss’d
America Pageanteers with songs, dance and, of course, a group lip-sync. After
the opening kick-ball-changes, eight drag queens competed in swimwear, talent
and evening wear and answered a judge’s question. Talents included lip-syncing
from an exuberant Tina Turner impersonator by D.C.’s Shi-Queeta Lee and a
hilariously precise parody of opera by Gusty Winds from New York City.

There were fierce dance numbers by Navaya Shay and Dallas Dubois,
both armed with strapping back-up dancers. The most impressive talent was
Hoboken’s Kitty Hiccups, who belted and soft-shoed to “| Want to Be a Rockette”
in a lady’s key. The judges included a wide variety of personalities from all over
the country including Philadelphia Gay News publisher, Mark Segal; The Village
Voice’'s Michael Musto; The A-List: New York’s Ryan Nickalus and drag
personalities Ms. Coco Peru and “Cher” (played by Steven Andrade).

Every show needs a tender moment, which was a layered number
performed by Miss’d America 2010, Michelle Dupree. Michelle showed off her
drag skills with a shifting backdrop of her past year representing Atlantic City,
volunteering at GLBT events and images of being a parent. Then came the results
from the judges: Second runner up, Navaya Shay; First Runner Up, Shi-Queeta
Lee and Miss’d America 2011, Kitty Hiccups.

Atlantic City may not be in the forefront of the minds of GLBT community
as a gay getaway, but Kitty Hiccups said “l would love to help promote tourism in
Atlantic City and in New Jersey. There are many reasons to visit and this
[pageant] should be a top reason to come back.”

BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ - BUZZ
BUZZ FLASHES-

Following last year’s scandal involving a gay artist’s video being pulled
from the “Hide/Seek” exhibition at the Smithsonian, a group is calling for reforms
at the government-funded institution. Responding to complaints from Catholic
groups and House speaker John Boehner, the Smithsonian pulled A Fire in My
Belly, a video from late gay artist David Wojnarowicz, from “Hide/Seek.”
Wojnarowicz’s video depicted ants crawling on a crucifix and was a tribute to a
former lover who died from AIDS complications, advocate.com reports.

Led by the National Coalition Against Censorship, numerous arts and
civil rights groups, including the ACLU, sent a letter to the Smithsonian’s Board of
Regents “asking them to adopt explicit policies that uphold First Amendment
principles, as well as an open procedure for responding to complaints, whether
coming from the general public or from elected politicians,” according to a press
release. ...

‘I have never been outed by anyone but myself,” New Kids on the Block’s
Jonathan Knight wrote in a statement on the boy band’s official Website. The
singer, who was reportedly outed two weeks ago on Bravo’s Watch What
Happens Live by his ex-girlfriend, pop star Tiffany, says he’s been out for 20
years. Knight wrote on NKOTB’s blog: “I have never been outed by anyone but
myself! | did so almost twenty years ago. | never know that | would have to do it all
over again publicly just because | reunited with NKOTB! | have lived my life very
openly and have never hidden the fact that | am gay! Apparently the pre requiste
to being a gay public figure is to appear on the cover of a magazine with the
caption “I am gay”. | apologize for not doing so if this is what was expected! My
belief is that you live your life by example, and not by a caption on a magazine! If
there ever has been any confusion about my sexuality, then you are someone that
doesn’t even know me!”

“I love living my life being open and honest, but at this time | choose not
to discuss my private life any further! My fellow band members don’t discuss their
private lives with their loved ones and | don’t feel that just because | am gay, |
should have to discuss mine!” Because Knight has never discussed his sexuality
in an interview, numerous outlets including Advocate.com reported two weeks
ago that Tiffany had outed the singer in her appearance on the Bravo show. After
saying she and Jonathan had once dated, she said, “He’s fabulous. But he
became gay later.”
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Chick-fil-A Backed Retreat:
No Same-Sex Couples

COLLEGE PARK (Observer Update) - Advocate.com reports that a retreat
for a philanthropic group funded by Chick-fil-A will not welcome same-sex
couples, according to e-mails received from Good as You.

The WinShape Foundation was started in 1984 by Chick-fil-A founder
Truett Cathy and his wife, Jeannette, to fund summer camp programs for
children. WinShape also sponsors a retreat center for couples at Berry College
in Rome, Ga. — there are programs and counseling for both unwed and married
couples on how to have “a successful Christian marriage.” The Good as You
blog discovered correspondence asking WinShape officials if same-sex
couples could attend the retreats.

“WinShape Retreat defines marriage from the Biblical standard as
being between one man and one woman,” the foundation’s reply said. “Groups/
individuals are welcome who offer wholesome, educational conferences and
programs that are compatible with Biblical values and WinShape’s purpose.”

When asked to clarify, WinShape officials sent an e-mail that read, “We
do not accept homosexual couples because of the statement in our contract.”
Representatives at Chick-fil-A’s headquarters in College Park, Ga., didn’t
immediately reply to a request for comment. The chicken chain caught flak
earlier this month when it was discovered it had sponsored a marriage event run
by the antigay Pennsylvania Family Institute (Chick-fil-A later dropped its name
from banner ads promoting the event). In 2009 the company supported the

antigay group Focus on the Family.
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Poet’s Corner
KNOCK, KNOCK

by Ron Rose - Tucson

Knock, Knock, who'’s there?
Crazy gunman, haunting stare.
Knock, Knock, he’s got a Glock

Hit the floor, clean his clock.

Tick, Tock, it's much too late
Trigger pulled, watch him hate.

Victims fall, smiling now,
Crazy gunman, pow, pow, pow.
Take him down, make him pay,
Have to wait, til judgement day.

|
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless
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SERVICES

ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting
properly and in good repair.
Experienced - Economical - Prompt.
Merle Hudson, (520)888-7264 in

MASSAGE

Awesome Experience Tantric sen-
sual MASSAGE. - Ecstatic Playful
Sessions! A TRUE healing experience
I Creating a sacred space, for men.
Marc - 881-4582, call 8 AM - 8 PM -

viewpoints. Enjoy!

Market Censors Elton John,
David Furnish Holding Baby
‘Us’ Cover

LITTLE ROCK (Observer Up-
date) - A grocery store chain in
Arkansas is concealing the cover of
this week’s Us Weekly magazine,
which features Elton John and his
partner David Furnish holding their
newborn baby Zachary, reports On
Top Magazine.

Harps grocery stores has
placed a “family shield” over the
magazine to block from view the cover
photo of Sir Elton and his family.
“Family Shield. To protect young

Harps shoppers,” the shield
says. A photo of the cen-
sored magazine was first
tweeted by user JennHudd.

“This was taken at
my local grocery store,” she
tweeted. “| was shocked and
horrified.”

In a later tweet, she
adds, “It's over all the covers
of that magazine (at every
register). The other maga-

zines aren’t covered.” ‘| love Arkansas.
| hate to see this sort of thing happen
here or anywhere,” she said in another
tweet, where she encouraged follow-
ers to complain to the grocery chain.

The user added that she
snapped the picture at her local
grocery store in Mountain Home.
Harps has 60 stores located in three
states: Arkansas, Oklahoma and Mis-
souri. Whether other stores were

censoring the cover is not known.

Touching men with passion since 1981
1386

GREAT MASSAGE. Full body
massage by a man for men of all ages.

$50 1% hour. In or out calls. N/W are

(Oro Valley) 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
priate.. No sex. Call 289-7410 leave Privacy assured. Call Mike 440-5818.
message. 1381 1383

I

Tucson. 1385

PERSONALS

SR CITIZEN W/M looking for a
dinner companion, my treat. 25-35
yrs. Old. Height and weight appro-

Students Use OnLine Tool
When Looking For
LGBT-Friendly Colleges

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - High school students are increasingly
using gay friendly campus assessments to aid college decisions, according to the
New York Times.

One resource for them is the LGBT- Friendly Campus Climate Index, an
online resource that rates gay-friendly universities, 365Gay.com reported. The
index “grades” university policies, programs and practices that cater to their gay
community. It hosts a list of 258 colleges that answer questions about how the
campus provides for gay students and what protection polices they have for
students against sexual orientation harassment.

Visits to Climate Index have doubled from 6,850 a month in 2007 to
13,580 a month in 2010, co-founder Shane L. Windmeyer told the Times.
Windmeyer believes this increase is a result of the attention on the suicides of
Tyler Clementi, 18, from Rutgers University and Seth Walsh, 13, from Jacobsen
Middle School who ended their lives after being bullied for their homosexuality.

The Times article says that some high school students search for a gay-
friendly campus because of harassment they’ve already experienced. A survey of
7,261 middle and high school students found that 9 out of 10 students
experienced harassment at school that year because of their sexual orientation

according to the Gay Lesbian and Straight Education Network in 2009.

Gay Man Nominated
To Federal Bench

NEW YORK (Observer Update) - President Barack Obama has nominated
J. Paul Oetken, a gay lawyer who served in the Clinton administration, to be a
federal judge in Manhattan.

The New York Times reports on the nomination of Oetken, a senior vice
president and associate general counsel of Cablevision. He was recommended
by Sen. Charles E. Schumer, who said that Oetken possesses the three criteria
of “legal excellence, moderation of views and diversity.”

“I am looking for people who fit the three criteria, and | was shocked to
learn there were no openly gay male judges on the entire federal bench,” said
Schumer, who added that Oetken, a graduate of the University of lowa and Yale
Law School, “it the bill,” the Times reported.

Last year, Schumer recommended that the president nominate Daniel S.
Alter, who is gay, to the same court in Manhattan. Alter was not nominated, a
decision that he believes was based on statements he allegedly made about the
term “Merry Christmas” and the Pledge of Allegiance. He denies he made the
statements.

Obama also has nominated Edward Carroll Dumont, who is gay, to the
court of appeals for the federal circuit in Washington.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 4-7.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 oz), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. Burger
BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke inside with
Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call or
Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’'s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Mondays
BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour 4-7.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 8pm.- 1am

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long Island
Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays
BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour 4-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz
Nite .75 for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-
8pm. Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close “2’'sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm (2 for
1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink & Shot specials every
half hour.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for
your favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-
8pm. Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during
karaoke $1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices
all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm. 2
for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm.- lam. Happy
Hour 4 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin
music 8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican
beers, $3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/Bartenders
in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 & DJ
Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island, $1.50
Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.
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FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50 Tecate. $5 Buckets of
Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Karaoke 9pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-close
DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-
11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the
Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis 6-9pm.
Tori Steele Show 10pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 4-7.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy Hour 2-
8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders choice of
shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries OR two chicken
tenders & fries. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night
Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft Pints.
9pm “Saturday Starrlett’s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike
Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open1iam-
11pm. .
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

AFFORDABLE

PERSONAL TRAINING

PRIVATE GYM (East Side)

12 Week Package To A Better Body
FREE Consultation and Session
CALL ANDREW
520-909-4649
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lllinois Formally Enacts Civil
Unions For Gays, Lesbians

CHICAGO, - Governor Pat Quinn, saying it was a “day of history,” signed
legislation Monday, Jan. 31,legalizing civil unions for Gay and Lesbian couples,
making lllinois one of about a dozen states that extend significant legal
protections to same-sex couples, the Associated Press reported.

About 1,000 persons crowded into the Chicago Cultural Center to
watch Quinn, a Democrat, sign the measure that supporters call a matter of
basic fairness and opponents decry as a threat to the sanctity of marriage.

“We believe in civil rights, and we believe in civil unions,” Quinn said
before signing the bill to a roar of cheers and applause.

The law, which takes effect June 1, gives gay and lesbian couples
official recognition from the state and many of the rights that accompany
traditional marriage, including the power to decide medical treatment for an
ailing partner and the right to inherit a partner’s property.

Five states already allow civil unions or their equivalent, according to
the Human Rights Campaign. Five other states and Washington, D.C., let gay
couples marry outright, as do some countries, including Canada, South Africa
and the Netherlands.

Illinois law will continue to limit marriage to one man and one woman,
and civil unions still are not recognized by the federal government.

Chicago residents Amanda Barlow, 43, and Mimi Reynolds, 47, said
they will hold a civil union ceremony this summer. The couple have 4 and 5
year-old boys and have been together 14 years, had considered traveling to
other states that allowed same-sex unions or marriage, “but | kept telling her
‘No. It’'s going to happen here in lllinois,” Barlow said.

“For us to witness and see it happen and to realize that we're both living
our dreams, it just solidifies who we are as a family,” Barlow said after the bill-
signing. “So I’'m speechless because | feel like I'm living in a dream come true.”

They also appreciate the laws protections: When Barlow was
diagnosed two years ago with breast cancer, Reynolds had to produce
documents from a lawyer to prove to hospital officials that she had the right to
visit Barlow and help make decisions.

Now, “all those who might have to go through this someday won’t have
to go through a lawyer just to have basic rights,” Reynolds said.

Opponents, including some religious and conservative groups, said the
law is a step toward legalized same-sex marriage.

“Marriage was not created by man or governments,” David E. Smith,
executive director of the lllinois Family Institute, said Monday, “Itis an institution
created by God. Government merely recognize its nature and importance.

Open Lesbian Named To
Hawaii’s High Court

HONOLULU (Ob-
server Update) - Gov. Neil
Abercrombie nominated
Judge Sabrina McKenna
to be a Hawaii Supreme
Court associate justice,
reports the Honolulu Ad-
vertiser.  In making his
first judicial nomination,
Gov. Neil Abercrombie
called the appointment
“the most important deci-
sion” in his career.

“This  appoint-
ment sets the course for Jupge SABRINA McKENNA WiITH Gov. NEIL ABERCROMBIE
the state and its legal
direction for the next several years,” he  thatis in fact unique in all the world.”
said. “I'm completely confident that Judge
McKenna’s appointment will be something McKenna said she never imag-
I'm proud of for the rest of my life.” ined that she would end up nominated to
McKenna, 53, senior judge of Oahu’'s  the high court. “It does take a village,
Family Court at the Kapolei courthouse  pecause if it wasn’t for my friends | could
and a state judge in district and circuit have been out on the streets while my
court for 17 years, said she was “excited  mother had to work at nights,” she said.
and honored” to be nominated to the five-  |n discussing the uniqueness of Hawaii's
member court. constitution, McKenna said it has
provisions relating to native Hawaiians

Abercrombie said during the  that are “extremely important to recog-
announcement ceremonies, “Judge  nize,” as well as provisions on the

McKenna comes from a background that  environment and civil rights. McKenna

truly understands what it is to be part of  would be the first openly gay member of
Hawaii, a part of the social fabric of Hawaii the Hawaii Supreme Court.

2990 N. Campbell, Ste. 230

COMMUNITY FRIENDLY

Free Inspection
with mention of this ad

520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644
Fax 520-624-6574

2208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705

COMDLEITE CAL CALE




