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Moving Target

MINNEAPOLIS (Observer Up-
date) - Equality-minded little monsters
undoubtedly put their paws up when
Lady Gaga announced that her exclu-
sive album distribution deal with Target
requires the company to support LGBT
charity groups and reform its past
support for antigay causes, reports
advocate.com.

Since last summer, the Minne-
sota-based retailer has been under fire,
including a high-profile boycott and
tarnished rating in the Human Rights
Campaign’s Corporate Equality Index,
for a $150,000 donation to MN Forward,
a group that backed failed Republican
gubernatorial candidate and marriage
equality opponent Tom Emmer.

“That discussion was one of the
most intense conversations I've ever
had in a business meeting,” the pop star
told Billboard magazine, assuring fans
her deal with Target was “hinged upon
their reform.”

The Gaga exhalation followed
related news that Target updated its
political giving policy upon an internal
review after the 2010 election cycle. The
changes, first reported in the Washing-
ton Blade on Thursday, took effect last
month and entail the establishment of a
policy committee of senior executives
who, in conjunction with the chief
executive officer and oversight from the
board of directors, will guide decision-
making about financial support for
political activities.

Responses to the new political
giving framework ran the gamut from
supportive to dismissive to wait-and-
see among observers who spoke with
The Advocate.

‘I think it's a win,” said Dot
Belstler, executive director of Twin
Cities Pride, which had met with Target
about the MN Forward contribution.
“They admitted they screwed up and as
a result of the community outcry, they
were able to actually move forward.”

Twin Cities Pride is a past and
potential future recipient of support from
Target, which also plans to support
Pride events in San Francisco and
Chicago. Next year, in the fashionable
downtown areas of both cities, Target
plans to open “CityTarget,” a scaled-
down, hipper version of its store, in
addition to openings in Los Angeles and
Seattle.

In San Francisco last summer
at the height of the controversy, gay
former supervisor turned mayoral can-
didate Bevan Dufty initially fought the
prospect of Target opening at two
locations. He relented when he con-
cluded a standoff would only alienate
the powerful brand and eliminate
opportunities for friendly pressure on
issues like marriage equality and anti-
bullying initiatives.

“Hopefully, it's a good step,”
said Dufty of the new policy. “But |
think it's a step that reflects on how
difficult the past several months
have been for Target. This is the
worst $150,000 they ever spent.”

One group unwilling to
budge from confrontation is
MoveOn.org, which called for a

boycott of Target in August and said
it had no intention of recanting in
light of the new announcement.

“Not much has changed,”
said Robin Beck, campaign director
for Moveon.Org. “As far as we can
tell, they’ve expanded the number of
people who will be making decisions
about the political giving they do.
There’s no apology for the giving
they’'ve done, there’s no commit-
ment to equality. There’s no commit-
ment to stop funding 527s. There’s
no commitment to not use corporate
funds.” Prospective funding for
shadowy 527 groups and 501c(4)
organizations prompts concern in
an era of unfettered corporate
political spending after the Citizens
United v. Federal Election Commis-
sion decision by the Supreme Court.
The Target contribution to MN
Forward, which came to light
because of Minnesota’s more strin-
gent state disclosure laws, became
the first hot-button example in the
new campaign finance landscape.

Other questions pertain to
the composition of the Target policy
committee. Twin Cities Pride’s
Belstler said she understood the
GLBT Business Council led by out
director of enterprise Daniel Duty
would have a “seat at the table,” but
a Target spokesperson would not
confirm any participation. In an
interview published this week, Duty
described Target as “a great place
to work” and said that several top
executives were openly gay.

Target spokesperson Jes-
sica Carlson declined to say how
many people would be on the
committee or to what extent equality
would factor into their political giving
decisions. She referred all inquiries
to the new guidelines on the
website.

Although the membership
of the policy committee is unclear,
people familiar with the changes
said the panel would at least include
more participants, which most inter-
preted as a positive sign.

“l think it's good that there’s
broader representation in the deci-
sion-making process,” said Monica
Meyer, executive director of OutFront
Minnesota, which had criticized the
Target contribution to MN Forward.
“It allows for more input in looking at
a number of factors that go into
using corporate dollars to back a
candidate,” she said.

Army Begins DADT Repeal
Training

PENTAGON (Observer Update) -
The U.S. Army began training Thursday
on the repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell” with
the expectation of reaching the whole
force by mid August, reports
advocate.com.

The Associated Press reports
that Gen. George Casey, the Army’s top
general, launched the effort with a slide
presentation at the Pentagon for most of
the service’s 12 four-star generals.

“The largest of the service
branches, the Army plans to finish
training the active duty force of 565,000
by mid-July and the 567,000 members
of the Guard and Reserve by mid-

August, officials said,” the AP re-
ported.

The Marines, Air Force, and
Navy have already begun their
training and are expected to finish
before the Army.

Progress in the training is
integral to final implementation of
“‘don’t ask, don't tell” repeal, which
President Barack Obama signed into
law in December. Repeal cannot go
into effect until 60 days after the
president, the Defense secretary, and
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff certify that ending the ban will not

hurt the military’s ability to fight.

If recent patterns hold, the
political giving by Target will continue to
be Republican-leaning but not out of
sync with other big-box retailers.
According to the Center for Response
Politics, the Target PAC gave nearly
$250,000 to candidates for federal office
in 2010, with 44% going to Democrats
and 54% contributed to Republicans. By
comparison, Wal-Mart and Best Buy
gave $1.3 million and $79,000 respec-
tively to federal candidates last year and
tilted Democratic in contributions, though
both companies have also favored
Republicans in recent years.

Recipients of Target PAC money
include Congresswoman Michele
Bachmann, the marriage equality foe
from Minnesota, the company’s home
base. The House Tea Party caucus
founder, she also has received indi-
vidual support from Target CEO Gregg
Steinhafel and his family.

Corporations view political con-
tributions through an increasingly com-
plex lens of environments, markets and
stakeholders, but giving is always an
expression of business priorities. Still,
when Target defended the contributions
to MN Forward and Bachmann as
economic decisions, it only enraged
many loyal LGBT employees and store
guests who held the brand known for

progressive workplace policies and
promoting gay designers to a higher
standard.

“The nature of the political
engagement that any company does
is by definition subjective,” said Bob
Witeck, chief executive of Witeck-
Combs Communications. “They may
have some ground rules that guide it,
for example, but if you're going to rule
out a candidate or elected official who
is really great on certain issues or not
on others, you prioritize.”

Looking ahead, some activ-
ists wonder how Target and partners
like Lady Gaga will choose to prioritize
next year, when Minnesota could face
a constitutional amendment against
marriage equality advanced by the
Republican-controlled legislature. The
Democratic governor Mark Dayton,
who supports marriage equality, can-
not stop such a proposal under the
state rules.

“I think she’s done a great job,
| really do,” said Charlie Rounds, a
Minneapolis-based activist who raised
concerns about a bad romance
between Gaga and Target in the
blogosphere. ‘I think she went out and
went to bat, but | think we’re going to
have this conversation a year from
now.”
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LGBT Rights
Ordinance Back
For Flagstaff?

FLAGSTAFF (Observer Update) -
Community activists have asked the city
council to reconsider an LGBT civil
rights ordinance that was defeated in
20009.

Two years ago, the council
adopted a resolution of inclusion that
carries no force of law. It rejected a
measure that would have added
protections for sexual orientation and
gender identity in employment, hous-
ing, public accommodations, and edu-
cation.

According to the Arizona Daily
Sun, the ordinance may be considered
again soon.

“No decision was reached, but
City Manager Kevin Burke will discuss
the possibility of reconsideration with
each councilmember in the near future,”

reports the Sun.

Utah’s LaVar
Christensen Pulls
Trio Of Anti-Gay
Bills

Utah State Representative LaVar
Christensen on Wednesday aban-
doned a trio of bills criticized as anti-
gay, the Salt Lake Tribune reported.
The Republican said he pulled the bills
because the issues are too important to
be rushed during an already overloaded
session, reported ontopmag.com.

“I sincerely respect the different
views and perspectives,” Christensen
said in a statement. “l would like to have
time for that dialogue to continue so
there is no confusion, misunderstand-
ing or unintended consequences in the
bills as they may ultimately be adopted.”
One of the dropped bills states that
married heterosexual families are the
“fundamental unit of society.”

The bill states: “Marriage and
family predate all governments and are
supported by and consistent with the
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Laws of Nature and Nature’s God,
the Creator and Supreme Judge of
the World, affirmed in the nation’s
founding Declaration of Indepen-
dence.” Another measure aimed to
make “unlawful” transactions “void
and unenforceable.”

Gay rights activists in the
state pointed out that together the
bills could outlaw recognition of gay
families by canceling out contracts
entered into by couples, such as
wills and medical directives.
Christensen had said his legislation
would strengthen Utah'’s protections
of religious freedom and the family.
Christensen authored Utah’s 2004
voter-approved amendment that
defines marriage as a heterosexual

union.

The Ripple
Effect: LGBTQ
Health &
Wellness Work-
shop Series
March 2

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
More than 1/3 of LGB youth and
nearly 1/2 of trans youth have
attempted to commit suicide.

If a friend were considering
taking their own lives, would you
know how to help? This workshop,
led by Assistant Director of Health
Promotion and Preventive Services
Lee Ann Hamilton and Assistant
Director of Counseling and Psych
Services Glenn Matchett-Morris, will
help you recognize when a friend is
in danger and give you the tools to
respond and potentially save their
lives. QPR teaches you to Question,
Persuade, and Refer - so that
hopefully you will never have to lose
a friend to suicide.

Event Details - Mar 02, 5:00
- 6:30 p.m. Student Union Memorial
Center, Kiva Auditorium - 1303 E
University Dr. Brought to you by:
LGBTQ Affairs, Campus Heal. For
more information, contact Jennifer

Hoefle, 520-621-7585.

Wyo. Senate
Advances Anti-
MarriageEquality
Bill

CHEYNNE (Observer Update) -
The Wyoming senate voted to advance
a bill that would ban recognition of
same-sex marriages performed out of
state, but the chamber also approved
an amendment that would remove

language to prohibit recognition of civil
unions.

According to the Casper Star-
Tribune, the bill passed a second
reading on voice vote and is scheduled
for a final vote Friday before it heads to
Gov. Matt Mead for signature. The
proposed amendment to exempt civil
unions is in question.

“While Mead has said he’s
against gay marriage, he’s said he’s
‘interested’ in possibly creating a
‘parallel track’ for same-sex couples,”
reports the Star-Tribune. Meanwhile,
senators rejected an amendment
proposed by Sen. Cale Case, a
Republican who opposes the antigay
measure and wanted to use $200,000
for road signs at state borders to warn
visitors about the new law. “Warning:
your marriage or civil union may be
void or voidable in Wyoming. Proceed
with extreme caution,” the signs would

have said.

Montana
Considers LGBT
Anti-Discrimina-

tion Bill

HELENA (Observer Update) -
Montana’s House Judiciary Committee
is considering whether to include LGBT
people in the state’s antidiscrimination
law, KFBB.com reports.

“These are our sons, daugh-
ters and neighbors and constitutes and
they are entitled to live a free life from
discrimination,” said Democratic state
representative Edie McClafferty, who
has introduced legislation that would
add sexual orientation and gender
identity to the Montana Human Rights
Act.

But McClafferty’s bill was also
met with opposition from some antigay
groups during a hearing in Helena:
“This bill actually discriminates against
me and those who believe as | do that
homosexuality and transgender and all
of these things is an abomination to
God,” said Harold Himes, a pastor and

a member of Montana Eagle Forum.
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Mexico Markets First Gay Beer?

MEXICO CITY (Observer Update) - Are you gay and a beer drinker? A
Mexican brewery is coming out with what it says is the first beer aimed at gay
drinkers, who it claims are being ignored by brewers.

“We’re out in the market with great respect with the idea of offering a
product directed to the gay-lesbian community that has been ignored for too
long but is important and very demanding,” a rep for the Minerva brewery tells
a Mexican news agency.

“Artisan Honey-Ales” will sell in Colombia, Japan, and Mexico and may
soon be available in the United States. The beer's names pay tribute to gay
icons and events. Purple Hand, for example, honors a 1969 San Francisco
protest. The beer’s labels can also be removed and worn.

Beers including Coors and Budweiser have long marketed to gay
consumers in the United States but have stopped short of creating specific
brands for gay people.
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Obama Replaces Bush’s Anti-LGBT
“Provider Conscience” Regulations

WASHINGTON, DC (Observer
Update) - Despite the coordinated social
conservative attack on women, families,
unions and the LGBT community, there
is some very good news to report. The
Obama Administration has repealed the
much-criticized “provider conscience”
regulations that have been used to
discriminate against gay men, lesbians,
transgender men and women, persons
with HIV/AIDS, and women seeking
contraception and abortions.

The Washington Post: The
Obama administration finally rescinded
most of a federal regulation designed to
protect those who refuse to provide care
they find objectionable on moral or
religious grounds. The decision guts
one of President George W. Bush’s
most controversial legacies: a rule that
was widely interpreted as shielding
workers who refuse to participate in a
range of medical services, such as
providing birth control pills, caring for
gay men with AIDS and performing in-
vitro fertilization for lesbians or single
women.

The move was seen as an
important step in countering that trend,
which in recent years had led pharma-
cists to refuse to fill prescriptions for the
emergency contraceptive Plan B, doc-
tors in California to reject a lesbian’s
request for infertility treatment, and an
ambulance driver in Chicago to turn
away a woman who needed transporta-
tion for an abortion.

The new rule leaves intact only
long-standing “conscience” protections
for doctors and nurses who do not want
to perform abortions or sterilizations. It

also retains the process for allowing
health workers whose rights are
violated to file complaints.

In 2009, R20 reported: “CVS
locations in Washington D.C. have
been accused of limiting access to
condoms and some pharmacists
refuse to dispense birth control pills.
Gay activists in Chicago have also
accused several Walgreens locations
of refusing to sell condoms to gay
men.”

The new rule, goes into effect
in 30 days. But it is likely to exacerbate
the debate over health care, a
women’s right to choose, and HIV/

AIDS funding.
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EDITORIAL. . .. ..

Wish Upon A Star
And Get A Pipe Dream

When you wish upon a Star,
to paraphrase the Disney song, you
get what you want, but for the Old
Pueblo, that is no longer the case,
especially for the Tucson morning
daily fishwrap.

In previous years, the Cen-
ter for Arizona Policy (CAP) was
rebuked in the pages of the Arizona
Daily Star but in the February 19,
2011 edition, the Center and its
president, Cathi Herrod, who was
allow to blather on about its anti-
LGBT, minority and otherwise,
everyone else except those who
don’t drink the CAP Kool-Aid.

Does this mean the Arizona
Daily Star is changing its tune about
LGBT people and minorities to
please their main advertiser, the
auto dealer who gave a ton of
money to both statewide anti-LGBT
ballot measures in 2006 and 2008,

spearheaded by Herrod and the Center
for Arizona Policy? That is no link to Click
here, just the facts.

Speaking of changing stripes, in
the May 28, 2010 edition of the Arizona
Daily Star, the announcement of the
Walmart at EI Con, was trumpeted by this
publication, elected officials and the
neighborhood association surrounding El
Con. It will be good for the city, jobs and
the citizens, the article penned by Dale
Quinn said. Halleloo!

But in the February 20, 2011edi-
tion of the Arizona Daily Star, Josh
Brodesky penned a piece on how bad the
store is, the City of Tucson is and pity the
same neighborhood who expressed their
appreciation less the nine months earlier.

So when you wish upon Tucson’s
Daily Star, you get a pipe-dream.

Much Ado About Nothing

by Jack Melichar

| need to correct a serious
misconception - no one turned the
earth on its side allowing so many
wing nuts to fall into the state of
Arizona with a bunch of them
winding up in the state legislature,
one in the governor’'s mansion and
the remainder registering their party
affiliation as Republican. It just
seems that way.

While trying to decide what to
write for this column, | happened on
an article about State Senator Sylvia
Allen of Snowflake. Very interesting
woman who has some serious
problems - one of which appears to
be that she is many fries short of a
happy meal. She has proven
beyond a shadow of a doubt that
one need not rely on The Onion for
their daily, news-based comic relief.

Let's begin with her asser-
tion that the earth is only 6,000
years old! Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! It
proves what | knew as a child - the
comic strip character Alley Oop
actually existed and in fact, rode his
dinosaur as one would a horse (for
you youngsters, you probably have
never heard of Alley Oop. Seek out
someone who is more mature -
make sure they can read - and they
will be more than happy tofill you in).

How in the name of all that’s
holy could a person - even a
Republican - escape learning that
the earth is, according to Wikipedia
is about 4.54 billion years old. Of
course, they used scientific data
based on carbon dating, not some
ancient myths to arrive at their
conclusion.

It would seem to me that if
you are an elected official, this kind
of archaic belief is not the type of
thing you go babbling about in
public. Keep it to yourself and
people are likely to think of you a
eccentric, not stupid. They might
even feel sorry for you.

She also asserts that if

there was such a thing as climate change,
we would have gone extinct in her wonder
world of a 6,000 year old earth. Her
ignorance is mind-boggling. = How can
someone who lists her level of education
as areal estate sales course set herself up
as a better judge of scientific data than
99% of the scientific community?

My barber has to have a license to
cut hair, and the worse that could happen
if he screws up is that | will look funny
(funnier?) For a couple of weeks. Butif a
collection of idiots such as those in our
legislature and governor’s mansion screw
up, we will all pay big time. Why shouldn’t
all those seeking public office have to
pass a test as well. | know, | know. If the
GOP wrote the test it would be something
like “Give us your views on Santa and the
Easter Bunny”.

| will have more on these
intellectual powerhouses later. The best

is yet to come.
1
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Facebook Adds Options
or G/L Unions

NEW YORK (Observer Update)
- Facebook has added gay-inclusive
options for users to describe their
relationship status, reports
ontopmag.com. Users now have the
options of describing themselves as
“In a Civil Union” and “In a Domestic
Partnership.”

The change was announced
by gay rights group the Gay & Lesbian
Alliance  Against Defamation
(GLAAD), which cheered the news.
“Today, Facebook sent a clear
message in support of gay and
lesbian couples to users across the
globe,” GLAAD President Jarrett
Barrios said in a statement. “By
acknowledging the relationships of
countless loving and committed

abroad, Facebook has set a new
standard of inclusion for social media.”

“As public support for mar-
riage equality continues to grow, we
will continue to work for the day when
all couples have the opportunity to
marry and have their relationship
recognized by their community, both
online and off,” Barrios added.

The option is now available for
Facebook users in the U.S., Canada,
the United Kingdom, France and
Australia, GLAAD said. GLAAD has
previous worked with Facebook to
help the social media giant tackle
issues such as anti-LGBT cyberbullying
and how to respond to hateful anti-gay

comments.
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COMMENTARY. . ..

by John Culhane
A Dark Picture Of Injustice

“It is part of social and legal convention in the United States to
discriminate against, ridicule, and abuse transgender and gender non-
conforming people within foundational institutions such as the family, schools,
the workplace and health care settings, every day.”

That startling sentence is from the Conclusion to the Report of the
National Transgender Discrimination Study issued last week, aptly entitled
Injustice at Every Turn. Before | go any further, | need to encourage all of you to
read the full Report - or at least the Executive Summary.

The dark picture it paints should disturb anyone concerned about how
to achieve full equality and justice for our entire community.

| also invite those in the transgender and gender non-conforming
communities to share their experiences - the good as well as the bad - either in
the comments to this post, in the Forum linked to this post, or by creating a
Forum dedicated to a particular topic of importance to the community.

In a column of this length, it's impossible to capture the depth and power
of this report, undertaken with the support and commitment of the National
Center for Transgender Equality and the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force.
(The survey returned more than 7,500 responses from the United States, D.C.,
Puerto Rico, and two territories.)

So I'm going to offer a few observations in the hope of attracting more
attention to this important study, which is likely the best-designed and most
comprehensive ever undertaken of the target population(s). More attention
should lead to more dialogue and, | dare to hope, the kinds of social and legal
changes needed to improve the condition the trans- and gender-non-
conforming members of our community.

The first point is borrowed from public health discourse: It's important to
focus on specific populations, because the policy interventions that are needed
must be targered in a nuanced and informed way.

The study’s authors were especially sensitive to the complexity of the
populations they were dealing with, recognizing that the terms the respondents
used to describe themselves are constituitive of their reality. Thus, even though
for organizational purposes both NCTE and NGLTF use the term “transgender”
to refer to those who identify as “transgender,” “gender-non-conforming” and
“cross-dresser,” for purposes of counting survey responses these three groups
were sorted out.

Although there’s a great deal of overlap in the issues and challenges
these three groups deal with, there are important differences, too. Those
differences are only compounded when other categories - most importantly
including race - are factored in. It will surprise no one to learn that the first of the
Key Findings in the Report is that, while discrimination “was pervasive”
throughout the surveyed population, “the combination of anti-transgender bias
and persistent, structural racism was especially devastating.” (boldface in
original)

Whatever the respondents’ race, their health, wealth, and security
status was poor when compared to that of the general population.

Reading through the results and then imagining a typical day in the life
of many trans- and gender-non-conforming people left me with a deep sense of
empathy, and of injustice. In devastating numbers, they are harassed or
physically assaulted in school, not hired or fired because of their non-
conformity, denied housing, forced to deal with bureaucracies that resist
changing their identification documents to match their lived gender, and thrown
out of their family homes. These factors combine to force many to live in
extreme poverty.

Suicides and attempted suicides rates are also many times higher than
those found in the general population (or even in the larger gay and lesbian
communities).

What can be done about this? Again, targeted interventions should
yield results.

Consider the following finding as a clue to a possibly useful step: Family
support was protective against the worst effects of discrimination. The authors
provided a graph that illustrated a stark difference in “threats to well-being”
between those who enjoyed support and those who didn’t. (Example: about half
of those whose families rejected them had attempted suicide, as opposed to
“only” 32% with accepting families.)

But slightly more than half the respondents reported rejection from
family because of their non-conformity.

Therefore, programs that provide families and the non-conforming
members in them with the tools needed to understand and deal with the
acceptance issues can be expected to produce measurably positive results.

As mentioned above, though, 32% attempt suicide even within families
that are more accepting. Changes are needed at all levels, but perhaps
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especially at the state and local levels where administrative policies (such as
driver’s license ID issues) and laws hold sway.

From interventions in schools, to laws protecting against discrimination in
employment and housing, to training of hospital and police personnel to enable
them to deal with the trans-community in a professional way, a battery of
approaches (some proven effective, others more novel) will be needed to begin to
change the dismal outcomes reported in this study.

It's not all bleak.

The Report notes the remarkable resiliency of many in the trans-
community, despite overwhelming odds. Many of us in the more mainstream gay
and lesbian population are lucky enough to know gender non-conforming folks
whose blend of determination, painfully acquired wisdom, and (not only dark)
humor are as inspiring as they are remarkable.

It might turn out that a few well-placed initiatives will do more good than we
might expect.

But this is a sobering report, confirming what we already intuitively knew:
Life is very hard for many in the trans-community. I'll dig more deeply into the
details soon. For now, | hope to spur further thought and discussion about how
these multi-layered, complex problems might be dealt with.

Not later. Now.
(John Culhane is Professor of Law and Director of the Health Law Institute

at Widener University School of Law in Wilmington, Del. He blogs about the role of
law in everyday life at 365Gay.com, from which this is reprinted from.)
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Calif. Supreme Court
To Decide Prop. 8 Backers’
Standing

SAN FRANCISCO (Observer
Update) - The California Supreme
Court on Wednesday agreed to
decide whether proponents of Propo-
sition 8, California’s gay marriage ban,
have legal standing to defend it in
court, the AP reported.

Last month, the U.S. Sth
Circuit Court of Appeals asked the
high court to intervene on the question
of standing, advocate.com. The
justices met behind closed doors to
decide whether to hear arguments.
After a federal judge in San Francisco
declared the law unconstitutional,
proponents of the 2008 ballot mea-
sure appealed the ruling.

But the named defendants in
the case - Arnold Schwarzenegger, as
governor, and Governor Jerry Brown,
as attorney general - refused to defend
the law in court, prompting
ProtectMarriage.com, the conserva-
tive group that put Proposition 8 on the
ballot, and Imperial County, to step in.
The three-judge appeals panel heard
oral arguments in the case in
December. The court said it “cannot
consider this important constitutional
question” until it resolves the issue of
legal standing, and asked the high
court to rule on the matter.

The unforeseen detour will
slow down the case considerably; the
court isn’t expected to hear oral
arguments until September, at the

earliest. Backers of the law have
responded with legislation. California
State Senator Tom Harman’s Defense
of Initiative Statutes would compel the
state attorney general to defend ballot
measures in court.

“Yes on 8 and their cohorts in
the Legislature know that current law
doesn’t allow them to appeal,” Geoff
Kors, executive director of Equality
California, said in an email to support-
ers. “That is why they are trying to
change the law.” Democratic Attorney
General Kamala Harris has vowed not

to defend Proposition 8 in court.

GaGa Talks About
Target Partnership

ED NOTE: THis IS IN ADDITION TO
OUR “PAGEONE” TARGET STORY, GIVING THE
BiLLBOARD MAGAZINE REPORT.

NEW YORK (Observer Update) -
Lady Gaga says her deal with Target
requires the chain of stores to start
working with LGBT charity groups and
make amends for past mistakes,
reports Billboard magazine.

Many of the singer’s fans were
alarmed when it was announced that
Target will release an exclusive edition
of Gaga’s forthcoming album, Born
This Way, with remixes and three
additional studio cuts, in May. In an
exclusive interview with the music
publication, Gaga reveals she wasn’t
comfortable with the Target partner-
ship when it first came up as a
possibility and that she met with “the
entire executive staff” at the company,
advocate.com.

“That discussion was one of
the most intense conversations I've
ever had in a business meeting,” Gaga
says. “Part of my deal with Target is
that they have to start affiliating
themselves with LGBT charity groups
and begin to reform and make amends
for the mistakes they’ve made in the
past ... our relationship is hinged upon
their reform in the company to support
the gay community and to redeem the
mistakes they’ve made supporting
those [antigay] groups.”

Gaga’s latest single, “Born
This Way,”became Billboard’s 1,000th
number 1 single and the first chart
topper to use the word “transgendered”

in its 50-year history.
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Marine Comandant Says
Issues Due To DADT Repeal
Will Be Little More Than A
‘Blip’ And Troops Won’t Quit

PENTAGON (Observer Update) - Remember how Marine Commandant
James Amos, formerly one of the top proponents of the ban on gays in the military,
went kicking and screaming into ‘DADT’ repeal, warning that troops “distracted”
by serving with gay servicemembers could lose limbs in combat?

Amos has really changed his tune: “It would be naive to think that
somewhere down the road there’s not going to be issues,” Amos told reporters. “I
think there probably will be in probably all the services, but | don’t think it's going
to be of any magnitude that’s going to cause much more than a blip. So I’'m very
optimistic.”

Does Amos think the military will lose troops because the ban on gays is

Gay TV News Reporter
eaten In Bahrain

MANAMA (Observer Update) - ABC News correspondent Miguel Marquez
was attacked while covering an anti-government protest in Bahrain, reported
advocate.com. Marquez was reporting from Pearl Square in the capital Manama
when he was surrounded and beaten with billy clubs.

lifted?

“There was a canister that looked like — No! No! No! Hey! I'm a journalist
here!” Marquez yelled. “I'm going! I'm going! I'm going! I’'m going! ... I'm hit. | just
got beat rather badly by a gang of thugs.” Marquez was not seriously injured,
though he was hit several times and had his camera taken away from him.

Marquez is openly gay but that doesn’t appear to be what triggered the
incident. Bahrain is more tolerant of homosexuality than other countries in the
Middle East. In recent weeks, several other attacks against Western journalists
have taken place in the region. In Cairo, CBS News correspondent Lara Logan
was beaten and sexually assaulted the night Hosni Mubarak resigned as
president of Egypt. CNN host Anderson Cooper and ABC News’ Christiane

Amanpour were also attacked.

Douglas J. Newman, PC.

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Corporations - Limited Liability Companies - General Business
Wills - Trusts - Estate & Estate Tax Planning - Probate

2650 North Country Club Road - Tucson, Arizona 85716

Phone 520-325-203 - Fax 520-325-2274 - dougnewmanlaw.com
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WikiLeaks Cables Highlight
Uganda Homophobia

UNITED NATIONS (Observer Update) - U.S. embassy cables released by
WikiLeaks depict a deteriorating human rights climate, including ramped up
homophobia, in advance of the Ugandan presidential elections being held.

According to the Guardian, one leaked cable from a U.S. diplomat in
Kampala talks about a UN-sponsored meeting in December 2009 on the bill that
would impose the death penalty for homosexuality. The late gay rights activist
David Kato, who was murdered last month, attended the panel and with “evident
nervousness” delivered a speech against the bill while a member of the Ugandan
Human Rights Commission openly mocked him.

“In the cable, dated 24 December 2009, the diplomat claimed Ugandan
politicians, including the author of the anti-homosexuality bill, David Bahati, had
channelled anger at the country’s socio-political failings into ‘violent hatred’ of gay
people,” reports the Guardian.

“Other confidential memos sent between Kampala and Washington in
2009-2010 and sent to WikiLeaks paint a picture of a worsening human rights
climate in the runup to Ugandan elections on Friday,” the Guardian continues.
“They chart Uganda’s ‘chilling’ descent from tolerance to violent homophobia and
a deepening fear among gay activists, who claim they are being increasingly
monitored and harassed.”

Bahati, joined by James Nsaba Buturo, the Ugandan minister for ethics
and integrity, and Pastor Martin Ssempa, has attempted to deflect attention from
the country’s leadership shortcomings by scapegoating gay people, the leaked
cables show.

The memos also reveal U.S. attempts to fight the antihomosexuality bill
and the irritation of Bahati toward the American patrons. The United States gives
more than $500 million in foreign aid to Uganda.

In advance of the presidential elections, other human rights activists
reported restrictions on their freedoms including heightened monitoring of
electronic communications. The New York Times reports that President Yoweri
Museveni, who has led Uganda for 25 years, is widely expected to win another
term.
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COMMUNITY BARS

1. THE BIZ, 2900 E. Broadway

318-4838
2. IBT’S, 616 N. 4™ Ave.
882-3053
3. VENTURE-N
1239 N. 6" Ave. 882-8224
5. WOODY’S

3710 N. Oracle Rd 292-6702

6. COYOTE MOON PUB
915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339

7. BRODIE’S TAVERN
2449 N. Stone 622-0447

8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS
5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

A. MCC - METROPOLITAN
COMMUNITY CHURCH
3269 N. Mountain ~ 622-9151
B. CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo 622-4626
D. WINGSPAN
430 E. 7" Street 624-1779
E. S.AA.F (Southern Arizona
AIDS Foundation) 375 S. Euclid
628-7223
G. TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith
HIV-AIDS Network)
1011 N Craycroft  299-6647
H. EON YOUTH CENTER
620-6245
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TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES - TUCSON RESOURCES

WORDS UNLIMITED
Writing, Editing, Ghosting

Everything from ghosting your
memoirs to polishing your screenplay.
Free initial consultation.

Write to Box 85571
Tucson. AZ 85754

O.

RICHMUSZYNSKI

LICENSED FSYCHOLOGIST

520.904.7045 Phone | 5954 E. Pima, Suite 130

E20.298 8157 Fax | Tucsoen, AL 85712

520-615-643620-615-643620-615-643620-615-
643620-615-6436

P. O. Box13312
Tucson, AZ 85732

www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

info@tucsonglbtchamber.org
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NASHVILLE (Observer Update) -
There’s some discord among Music City
ministers, who express a variety of
opinions on a pending ordinance that
would require contractors working with
the combined Nashville-Davidson
County government to pledge not to
discriminate on the basis of sexual
orientation or gender identity, reports
advocate.com.

Although churches and other
religious organizations would be exempt
from the ordinance, secular businesses
would not be able to cite owners’
religious beliefs to avoid compliance.
For that reason, the Reverend Maury
Davis, pastor of the Cornerstone Church
(pictured), says he’d advise congregants
not to do business with the local
government, The Tennessean reports.

“If | am a sole proprietor of a
business, who | hire is not the
government’s business,” the Pentecos-
tal minister told the newspaper. “How
would | know if someone is gay unless
they made an issue of it?” He also called
the proposed ordinance an endorse-
ment of homosexuality.

Old Hickory United Methodist
Church pastor Jay Voorhees, however,
said that while his denomination disap-
proves of homosexuality, he has no
problem with the ordinance. “l don’t think
it's inappropriate for the government to
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Nashville Clergy Divided On
Pro-Gay Measure

say that the rights of all people
should be protected,” he said.

The Reverend Greg Bullard,
who leads a majority LGBT congre-
gation at Covenant of the Cross,
endorsed the measure without
reservations. “If you are doing
business with a government, you are
representing the government,” he
said. “You need to abide by their
rules, just like someone working for
our church has to abide by our
rules.”

The Nashville-Davidson
metro council gave preliminary
approval to the ordinance this week
and will take a final vote on it March
15. Lisa Howe, ousted last year as
women’s soccer coach at Belmont
University in Nashville after she
announced that she and her female
partner were expecting a child, has
written the council a letter in support
of the measure. Nashville-Davidson
government workers are already
protected against anti-LGBT dis-
crimination, but employees of pri-
vate companies in the city and
county are not.

Meanwhile, at the behest of
the Family Action Council of Tennes-
see, a state senator and representa-
tive have introduced legislation that,
if passed, would override the

pending ordinance.

Navy Wrongly Accused
Hazing Sailor

ForMER PETTY OFFICER THIRD CLASS JOSEPH ROCHA

ANNAPOLIS (Observer Update) -
Navy officials said that they had wrongly
accused Chief Michael Toussaint of
abusing former petty officer third class
Joseph Rocha while stationed in
Bahrain, advocate.com reported.

Rocha reported in 2009 that
Toussaint singled him out for being gay
and subjected him to several acts of
hazing. He said the treatment forced him
to come out to his commander so that he
could report the abuse.

He was then discharged from
the Navy and diagnosed with post-
traumatic stress disorder. Rocha testi-
fied before a U.S. district court in August
in the case Log Cabin Republicans v.
United States, where he said he was
forced to eat dog food, put in to a kennel
filled with dog feces, and his colleagues
harassed him for being presumably gay.

Two Navy officers who
investigated his claims told
Bloomberg News that Rocha’s

claims are “flawed” and unsubstanti-
ated. However, Toussaint will be
forced to retire for “minor” hazing
directed at Rocha and other train-
ees. He will not be demoted in rank,
nor will his discharge papers show
any record of hazing.

He is still in the running for
the Navy’s highest award, the Silver
Star, because he saved the life of a
Navy SEAL in a 2009 firefight

against insurgents in Afghanistan.

PAGE NINE

Court: Student Counselor
Must Treat Gays

DETROIT (Observer Update) -
The American Civil Liberties Union and
the ACLU of Michigan have filed a
friend-of-the-court brief in federal ap-
peals court in support Eastern Michigan
University in its dispute with a former
student, reports advocate.com.

Julea Ward sued the university
after it removed her from the graduate
counseling program over her refusal to
affirm the relationship of a gay client
during a practicum. Ward was training to
become a school counselor. She
believes homosexuality is immoral and
a choice and that she could not counsel
the client in good conscience, and
maintains being removed from the
university program is a breach of her
religious freedom.

“While counselors are certainly
entitled to their own religious beliefs,
EMU correctly took steps to prevent Ms.
Ward from imposing those beliefs on
her clients in the university’s training
program,” said Daniel Mach, director of
the ACLU Program on Freedom of

Religion and Belief, in a press
release. “EMU would be remiss if it
allowed counseling students to
discriminate against clients for any
reason, including sexual orienta-
tion.”

“‘LGBT students in crisis
should be able to turn to a school
counselor for help without fearing
rejection or judgment,” said James
Esseks, Director of the ACLU
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Project. “Guidance
counselors have a duty to treat all
students fairly and professionally
regardless of who the students are
or what issues they are grappling
with.”

Ward previously asked a
lower court to force the university to
allow her to participate in the
course study while refusing to
counsel gay clients. The courts
denied her request, and has
appealed the lower court ruling to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Sixth District to step.

Radio Soap Opera Portrays LGBT
Discrimination

LOS ANGELES (Observer Up-
date) - A three-part radio soap opera is
scheduled to broadcast on Spanish
radio stations as part of an attempt to
better educate California’s rural Latino
population about LGBT rights and
issues, reported advocate.com. The
radionovela, “Bienvenidos a Casa,” or
“Welcome Home,” follows Carlos, a gay
Latino teenager who is rejected by
friends and family because he is gay. He
eventually finds acceptance from his
mother and neighbors.

The program was put together

by the National Center for Lesbian
Rights and California Rural Legal
Assistance, Inc.’s Proyecto
Poderoso, which aims to increase
acceptance among Spanish-speak-
ing families. Proyecto Poderoso
Manager Dan Torres said in a
statement, “Through this unique
storytelling platform, we hope to
open up the dialogue in Spanish-
speaking Latino households, break-
ing down the walls of communica-
tion, and helping Latino families
begin conversations on issues they
otherwise would never talk about,
CoNTINUED ON PAGE TWELVE
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Poet's Corner

MEANINGLESS?

By Ron Rose -Tucson

Who says that words have no meaning
Try these three on for size:

Jewboy, Queer and Nigger

Words that | despise.

Racists rush to use them

While bigots just excuse them
Razored words that no one can deny.

|
The Way | Saw It. . .by Gary Clark

NOTE: Before his untimely death, Gary Clark had worked on this
newspaper for nearly 40 years as graphic artist and Entertainment Editor. Part
of his heritage was producing a weekly humorous drawing of life 'as he saw it’. It
is amazing that most of these drawings are as funny and entertaining today as
they were in past years. We have decided to open the ‘vaults’ on these faultless

viewpoints. Enjoy!

Indiana’s House Passes
Gay Marriage Ban

INDIANASPOLIS (Observer Up-
date) - the Indiana House passed a
constitutional ban on gay marriage for
the second time, reports 365Gay.com.

The measure, House Joint
Resolution 6, amends the original bill
from 2005 and passed 70-26 with
votes from all but one Republican and
11 Democrats, according to
indystar.com. Though gay marriage is
already illegal in Indiana, this would
write a ban on gay marriage and any
relationship “substantially similar” into
the state constitution

The bill now advances to the
state Senate. If approved, it will take
another three vyears before the
constitution is changed, as the
constitution needs approval from two
consecutive and separately elected
legislatures. If the General Assembly
adopts the resolution this year, it
would have to do so again in 2013 or

2014 in order for the resolution to be
placed on the 2014 ballot, according to
WSBT . It will not be easy, if the
Democrats regain control of the House
and Senate in the meantime.

Rep. Eric Turner (R-Marion),
who wrote the resolution, said, “The
basic unit of society is the family, and
the cornerstone of the family is
marriage. Marriage is and should be
between one man and one woman.”
Turner believes the constitutional ban
will prevent the state Supreme Court
from overturning anti-gay marriage
laws, as happened in lowa courts.

Critics think this ban will
instigate hate crimes and discrimina-
tion. “One of the most important things
a state or federal constitution does,
what it’'s supposed to do, is protect the
minority..from the tyranny of the
majority,” Rep. Matt Pierce (D-
Bloomington) said on Indystar.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM

MASSAGE

MATURE MASSEUR offers pain
relief, stress relief massage.  Quiet
setting, professional table. 10 years
experience. Near downtown and UofA.
$50/hour. 9am - 9pm daily. Dick. New
phone 520-388-0613. 1388

Awesome Experience Tantric
sensual MASSAGE. - Ecstatic Playful
Sessions! A TRUE healing experience
I Creating a sacred space, for men.
Marc - 881-4582, call 8 AM - 8 PM -
Touching men with passion since 1981

1386

GREAT MASSAGE. Full body
massage by a man for men of all ages.
$50 1 hour. In or out calls. N/W are
(Oro Valley) 7:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Privacy assured. Call Mike 440-5818.
1383

HELP
WANTED

Part time Personal Assistant to
successful businessman. Relocate to
Sierra Vista. Private room, board,
expense allowance of $50/week in
exchange for helping with office,
personal, and household tasks 20 hrs/
week with opportunity for full time
work. Vehicle use, paid travel, other
benefits after 90 days. Must be an
extremely reliable and highly moti-
vated individual seeking a career
change who can eventually partner
with me in my business. Email
boothillaz@yahoo.com or call (800)
940-0331. -

N.H.: Hundreds Come Out For
G/L Marriage

CONCORD (Observer Update) -
More than 600 people signed up to
speak at a daylong hearing before the
New Hampshire house judiciary com-
mittee on whether to rescind the state’s
marriage equality law, which has been
in effect for nearly two years.

Most people at the hearing
spoke in favor of marriage equality;
speakers included some of the 1,300
couples who have wed in New
Hampshire since the law was enacted,
The Washington Post reports. Former
state representative Ed Butler, who
married his husband last spring, said it
was critical to address the possibility of
repealing the marriage equality law.

“We’ll be here next year,” he
said. “We’ll be here every year we need
to be here until marriage equality is no

longer an issue.”

There are three total bills to
repeal marriage equality: one to
rescind the law, one to define marriage
only for heterosexual couples, and
one to establish domestic partnerships
instead of marriage for same-sex
couples. Republican representatives
Leo Pepino and David Bates, spon-
sors of two of the bills, did not speak in
detail about their legislation, but said
the marriage law was passed in 2009
without “the consent of the people,”
according to the report. The vote on
marriage equality may not take place
until 2012, and while it has been
indicated that Gov. John Lynch would
veto the a repeal bill if it got to his desk,
Republican supermajorities in the
state house and senate could override

his veto.

Ark. Grants Child Visitation For
Ex-Partner

LITTLE ROCK (Observer Up-
date) - The Arkansas supreme court
has ruled in favor of a woman seeking
the right to have visits with a child she
parented with her former partner.

Though the state does not
grant marriage rights to same-sex
couples, the court justices ruled in a 5-
2 vote that Emily Jones was entitled to
visitation with the child, though she is
not the biological parent. Jones’s
former partner, Alicia Bethany, gave
birth to the child in 2005. The couple
lived together from 2002 to 2008,

Arkansas News reports.

Bethany had argued that
Jones was not entitled to visitation
rights in part because of the state’s
anti-gay marriage amendment passed
in 2004. But the court’s majority found
“ample evidence” that Jones was a
primary caretaker and had been a
stay-at-home mom for the child for

three years.
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SUNDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Sunday , Monday, Tuesday

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 11am. Beer Bust
Sunday - $1 draft beers (12 o0z), domestic only; $2.25
domestic long necks. Hair of dog special $1.50 well bloody
mary, screwdriver,,Cape Cod, salty dog or margarita.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. Karaoke on the Patio 4-8:30pm. Burger
BBQ 5-8pm + $1 pint draft. 9pm-close Karaoke inside with
Troy & $1.50 Well or Domestic Beer, $2.50 Call or
Premium Beer. DJ Hurricane on the Patio.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Beer specials and
Trailer Trash Martini’s All Day. Check our Ad for Special
Events or Parties

MONDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Mondays

BRODIES - Open 10am-2am. Happy Hour10am
- 8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 8pm.- 1am

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm $2 Well
or Domestic Beer. 8pm-close $5 Scratch Long lIsland
Varieties.  9pm-close DJ Hurricane with “All Request
Music”.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am. Service Industry
Night - Employee prices all day..

TUESDAY

THE BIZ - Closed Tuesdays

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am.Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour 4-8. $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. Girlz
Nite .75 for your favorite well drink or domestic drafts 6-
8pm. Ladies only Texas Hold ‘Em Poker 6 p.m. Y-Not
Karaoke with Anna at 8pm. - Drink specials during karaoke
$1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestic Beer.  8pm-close “2’sDay” - $2 Well or
Domestic Beer. DJ Q 9pm-close.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am- 2am. 2-4-1 Night

WEDNESDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm (2 for
1). College Night 18 & Over. Drink & Shot specials every
half hour.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am-
8pm

COYOTE MOON PUB -Open 4pm - 1am. Happy
Hour All Day $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitchers. Boyz Night - .75 for
your favorite well drink or domestic draft beer for men 6-
8pm. Karaoke with Anna at 8pm drink specials during
karaoke $1 Michelob Ultra or Bud Light..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics.. 11pm - -close “Reverse Happy Hour”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am;. Happy Hour Prices
all day.

THURSDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9pm. 2
for 1 All Night Long.. Karaoke 9pm. Come out and play.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm.- 1Tam. Happy
Hour 4 - 8 pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints,
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Latin Thursday: Latin
music 8pm to close. $2,50 well margaritas. $3 Mexican
beers, $3.50 Jose Cuervo.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 10pm-close “Boyz Nite Out” w/Bartenders
in their underwear. DJ Hurricane spinning Top 40 & DJ
Mike Lopez on the patio. $1.75 Long Island, $1.50
Tequila Shots, $3 Skyy Cape Cods and $4 Skyy Cosmos.

WOODY’S - Open 11am-2am; Free pool and
Happy Hour prices all day.
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FRIDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm-2am. Happy Hour 5-9 pm (2
for1) Latino Night. $2 Tequila, $1.50 Tecate. $5 Buckets of
Beer.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour
10am-8pm. Karaoke 9pm.

COYOTE MOON PUB - Open 4pm. Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 Sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Pitcher. Shots shot specials 8-close..
Dance lessons with Lawrence at 7pm $5 per person,
Country Dancing 8:30 p.m. to close with DJ Pat.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 9pm -close DJ Hurricane inside. 10pm-close
DJ Mike Lopez with “I'm a Sexy Bitch Night” on the patio.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 11am-
8pm (excl spec events). Full Menu Kitchen open 11am-
11pm Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5pm-close. Enjoy the
Live vocals and piano stylings of Susan Artemis 6-9pm.
Tori Steele Show 10pm

SATURDAY

THE BIZ - Open 5pm - 2am. $10 and drink for
pennies. All night long.

BRODIES - Open 10am - 2am. Happy Hour 10am -
8pm.
COYOTE MOON PUB - Open at 2pm. Happy Hour 2-
8pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 Ig. Plus check out the bartenders choice of
shot specials. $5.00 cheeseburger & fries OR two chicken
tenders & fries. Check our calendar for the Saturday Night

Special Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, $2 Well
or Domestics. 5-8pm Karaoke on the patio $1Draft Pints.
9pm “Saturday Starrlett’'s” w/Bunny FuFu & Janee Starr.
After the show, DJ Q spinning inside & 10pm-close, DJ Mike

Lopez with the “Party on the Patio”.

WOODY'’S - Open 11am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Full Menu Kitchen open11am-
11pm..
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CHILL WITH A
SUMMER
MASSAGE

Starting @ $49.00
Outcall only 24/7

Friendly & Courteous Guy
TONY 520-390-0330

AFFORDABLE

PERSONAL TRAINING

PRIVATE GYM (East Side)

12 Week Package To A Better Body
FREE Consultation and Session
CALL ANDREW
520-909-4649
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NARNIA PRoDUCER PERRY MOORE
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Narnia Producer Dead At 39

NEW YORK (Observer Up-
date) - The 39-year-old executive
producer of the Chronicles of Narnia
trilogy was found dead by his
partner, and drugs are suspected as
the cause of death, reports
advocate.com.

Perry Moore was discov-
ered unconscious by partner Hunter
Hill in the bathroom of their New York
City condominium. Moore was pro-
nounced dead shortly after emer-
gency personnel arrived at the SoHo
residence. Nothing is confirmed
regarding Moore’s death, but sources
told the New York Daily News that an
overdose of OxyContin is sus-
pected.

Moore’s Narnia movies have
grossed over $1.5 billion. Moore was
also the author of Hero, the Lambda
Award-winning novel about a gay
adolescent superhero. At one point,
Showtime considered a television

adaptation of the novel.

Virginia Refuses To Consider
Anti-Gay-Discrimination Proposal

RICHMOND (Observer Update)
- A Virginia House panel killed a recent
proposal to protect state employees in
Virginia from anti-gay discrimination,
according to the Washington Post.

Democrats pushed the bill in
response to last year's letter from
Attorney Gen. Ken Cuccinelli (R)
instructing colleges and universities to
exclude sexual orientation language
from official non-discrimination poli-
cies. Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) clarified

the state does not discriminate
based on sexual orientation and that
those who do can be punished
through an executive directive that
he issued shortly after the letter.

Virginia universities and
state agencies cannot allow employ-
ees take any state court action over
discrimination based on sexual
orientation until there is legislative
approval, according to the Washing-

ton Post.

Poll: LGBT Students More Prone
To Suicide

DES MOINES (Observer Up-
date) - LGBT students are more likely
to be suicidal and harassed than their
straight peers, says a new report from
the Des Moines-based lowa Pride
Network.

The eight-year-old group re-
leased the results of their first-ever
College Climate Survey, which tracked
comfort levels, harassment, and de-
pression for students on college
campuses. According to the data
collected, lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender students are 25% more

likely to have suicidal thoughts while
44% have experienced some form of
harassment while in school.

“l think it's disturbing what
some of the results from the survey
were,” University of lowa senior and
outreach coordinator Joshua Merritt
told the Daily lowan.

The lowa Pride Network
works with LGBT and allied students
to fight homophobia and transphobia
on campuses.

Radio Soap Opera Portrays LGBT
Discrimination

CoNTINUED FROM PAGE NINE

and providing them with a greater
understanding of the hurt and damage
experienced by adults, children, and
youth who don’t have their family’s full,
loving support and acceptance.”

The show on Radio
Bilinge’'s “Rock-in  da House,”
according to California Rural Legal
Assistance, Inc, and will air 10 times
through March 31 across the state’s

eight Radio Bilingue stations.

2990 N. Campbell, Ste.230

COMMUNITY FRIENDLY

Free Inspection
with mention of this ad

520-622-3500 or 520-623-0644
Fax 520-624-6574

2208 N. Stone Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85705

COMDPLEITE CAL CALE




